12th Grade English

ERHS

April 23, 2010

Ms. Korber/Ms. Ryan


Their Eyes were Watching God Homework Schedule

April 26th – May 3th

Due Monday, April 26th 

Read Chapter 7, 8 & 9 (they are short!) and complete HW #7

(on next sheet)

Due Tuesday, April 27th:

Read Chapters 10 & 11 and be ready for a quiz.  

Due Wednesday, April 28th:

Read Chapters 12 & 13 and answer HW #8 with evidence:

1. Describe Janie and Tea Cake’s relationship.  Is she his equal?  How does he treat her?

2.  Briefly describe what happens to Janie in Jacksonville.

3.  What happened to Mrs. Tyler?  Why does this scare Janie?

Due Thursday, April 29th:
Read Chapters 14 &15 and complete HW #9
1. Describe the environment down on the muck.

2. Describe Janie’s new life.  In what ways does it compare to her life with Nanny, Logan and Jody?

3. What do you think Hurston is saying by including the Nunkie story?

Due Friday, April 30th:

Read Chapters 16  & 17 and complete HW #10

1. Discuss the way the issue of colorism and racisim in general is presented in these chapters.

2. What is Mrs. Turner’s attitude towards Tea Cake and his relationship with Janie?  How does he respond?

3. Discuss Janie’s response to Mrs. Turner’s ideas.  Is it an adequate response?  How does it compare with Tea Cake’s response?  Do these chapters add to our appeciation for the main characters and for their attitudes?

Due Monday, May 2nd: 

Read Chapter 18 and complete HW #11
1. What advice do Janie and Tea Cake receive?  Why don’t they listen?

2. What is the difference between “the folks” and “the people?”  How is the comparison developed?

3. Discuss the presence/symbolism of “God.”

Extra-Credit:  Bring in information and material about the “muck,” the hurricane that this is based on and comparisons to Hurricane Katrina.
Due Tuesday, May 3rd:

Read Chapter 19 and complete HW #12:

1. How are the dead bodies treated in Chapter 19?  What does this add to our understanding of the position the black community was in everywhere in Florida (except Eatonville)?

2. What different realities of the time does Hurston acknowledge through the details of Janie’s trial?

3. Select your favorite quotes and discuss.

Homework 7
Read Chapters 7-9 and answer:

1.  For the following quotes, first identify the speaker and the person being addressed. Then discuss what was happening the story at that point and indicate how the speech added to your understanding of the characters or themes of the book.

a. Then, one day she sat and watched the shadow of herself going about tending the store and prostrating itself before Jody, while all the time she herself sat under a shady tree with the wind blowing through her hair and clothes…In a way it was good because it reconciled her to things.  She got so she received all things with solidness of the earth which soaks up urine and perfume with the same indifference.

b. Yea, Ah’m nearly forth and you’se already fifty.  How come you can’t talk about dat sometimes instead of always point’ at me?

c. The didn’t talk too much around the store either.  Anybody that didn’t know would have thought that things had blown over, it looked so quiet and peaceful around. But the stillness was the sleep of swords.

2. Discuss both sides of a position:
a. Discuss Joe’s character.  Janie criticizes Joe by saying that he “was so busy worshippin de works of yo’own hands, and cuffin’ folks around in their minds till you didn’t wee uh whole heap uh things yuh could have.” How do you react to this criticism?  Take Janie’s side.

b. Take Joe’s side.  In the end, Janie commented that part of Joe’s problem was that he had so much power.  She said, “Dis sittin’ in de rulin’ chair is been hard on Jody.” Can you justify or show empathy for Joe’s behavior? In what way has life mishandled him?

