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Case Study of 1st year out completer 

Summary of Timeline 

 

Bluefield State College’s Teacher Education Program has made a commitment to capture 
additional, more useful and meaningful data on their completers.  The program has/will utilize 
a case-study approach to document completers’ impact on student learning and development 
and on completers’ teaching effectiveness.  There are three completers included in this 
research. 

 

1st year out completers have/will be identified and observed every spring semester beginning 
with Spring 2018.  The goal is by the end of three years, all initial level licensure programs will 
be represented, with varying content areas and grade levels detailed. 

Spring 2018: 

• One elementary completer (kindergarten) 2 years out 

Spring 2018:  

• One elementary completer (1st grade) 1 year out 

Spring 2019 

• One elementary completer (5th grade) 1 year out 

Spring 2019 

• One elementary completer (1st grade) 2 years out 

Spring 2019 

• One elementary completer (kindergarten) 3 years out 

Completers have been observed by the Coordinator/Field & Clinical Placement and evaluated 
on Task 3, Task 6, and Task 7.1 of the WVTPA.  Both quantitative and qualitative data have been 
collected.  Pre/post, test was also available.  Demographic details and percent change will be 
calculated at both the aggregate and individual level. 

Additionally, one of the completers was observed by the Placement Coordinator and evaluated 
utilizing the WV Evaluation Rubric for Teachers.  Completers1 and 3 were teachers in the 
bordering state of Virginia and the evaluation for that specific county was used in lieu of the 
WV Evaluation Rubric for Teachers. Principal evaluations have/will be included when available. 
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Aggregate Data for 1st Year-Out Case Study 

Spring 2019 

 

Demographic Data: 

Case studies were completed for three different BSC completers employed in three different 
counties.  The three completers were employed in an elementary school. The chart below 
details demographic data for the specific schools where the completers were employed 

 

Demographic Data: All Case Study Schools, N = 3: 

 

 County School Enrollment *Percent 
Needy 

Percent 
Special 

Education 

Percent Racially 
Diverse 

Percent English 
Language 
Learners 

#1 Mercer WPS 140 100% 14% 64% Caucasian 

14% two or more 

0% Hispanic and 
Latino 

60 %African/Black 

0 

#2 Tazewell DPS 300 55.6% 13.09% 90.6% Caucasian 
2.0% two or more 

3.01% Hispanic and 
Latino 

6.0%African/Black 

0.2% 

#3 Wythe SES 637 52.6 16.6 86.7% Caucasian 
4.1% two or more 
1.1% Hispanic and 

Latino 
6.9 %African/Black 

0.3% 

*Percent Needy represents the % of students in a school who are economically disadvantaged.  

 

Impact on Student Learning Data: 

The ultimate success of instruction is determined by whether or not instruction led to student 
success in meeting the identified goals and the extent to which meeting these will prepare 
students to use their new learning in the future.  Consequently, completers have developed and 
teach a unit or lesson utilizing a pre-posttest design and document student growth.  The 
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completers have/will be asked to replicate Task 3, Task 6 and Task 7.1 from the WVTPA 
Performance Assessment.  The TPA draws on pedagogical and content knowledge to plan and 
deliver instruction that builds on each student’s strengths, needs, and prior experience.  
Through this performance assessment, completers have provided credible evidence of student 
impact.  The results are listed in the data charts below.  Data are provided in two separate 
tables:  1) Percent Change on Pre/Post-tests and 2) Scores on modified WVTPA. 

Case Study #1 

Case study #1 includes the following pieces of information: 

• Observation Summary 

Observation Summary: 

Completer #1 was observed at her placement at Spiller Elementary, Wytheville, Virginia.  Spiller 
Elementary is a K-5 school with approximately 637 students. During his observation, Completer 
#1 was working with students in a large, organized and bright classroom, which was very, 
conducive for learning.  Students were arranged around the room in a rows. Completer #1 in 
front of the class so all students could be visibly seen. Completer #1 was instructing was playing 
a jeopardy game with the students. The students had been studying facts regarding the state of 
Virginia. He was doing a review getting the students prepared for the Virginia SOL test. 
Completer #1 transitioned to math.  The students were working on analog time.  Completer #1 
passed out small white board and dry erase markers to each student.  Completer #1 constantly 
walked around the room to check for understanding and assist those who needed additional 
help. 
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First year out completer (1) did not have pre-post data to share. 
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Case Study #2 

Case study #1 includes the following pieces of information: 

• Observation Summary 

• Percent Change for Pre/Post-test 

• Modified WVTPA score 

• Observation Notes 

• Actual assessment and data 

Observation Summary: 

Completer #2 was observed at her placement at Whitethorn Primary, Mercer, West Virginia.  
Whitethorn Primary is a K-2 school with approximately 140 students. During her observation, 
Completer #2 was working with on the carpet in front of the room.  Completer #2 stood in front 
of the class so all students could be visibly seen. Completer #2 was instructing was reviewing 
with students the or, ore, ar sounds. Completer #2 would show words on the SmartBoard (park, 
chore, storm, sore, sharp, sport, wore, star, arm, and star). The students would pronounce the 
word and them tell the teacher if the word followed the or, ore, ar pattern. Completer #2 then 
began a new lesson on words with the ir sound.  Completer #2 displayed the following words on 
the SmartBaord: first, skirt, dirt, shirt, fir, third, birch, sir. Completer #2 blended and sounded 
out each word.  Completer #2 then pointed to individual words and had the students blend 
with her. Completer #2 transitioned to the reading selection.  The students returned to their 
seats and took their reading books from their desks. Completer #2 used the SmartBoard to 
locate the reading series and played the story being read aloud.  The students followed along as 
the story was being read.  Completer #2 stopped the story at different times and lead a 
discussion with the students.  Completer #2 did this in an effort to check for understanding. 
After the story was completer Completer #2 instructed the students to take out their skill books 
and gave directions for the skill they would be working on that day. 

 

Modified WVTPA Score: 

 1st Year Out Completer Impact on Student Learning 
Spring 2018, N = 1 

  Mean Distinguished Accomplished Emerging Unsatisfactory 

T
as

k 
3 Alignment with Learning Goals 3 0 3 0 0 

Assessment Criteria/Technical Soundness 3 0 3 0 0 
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Balance of Assessments 3 0 3 0 0 
T

as
k 

6 
Clarity and Representation of Evidence 3 0 3 0 0 

Interpretation of Data 3 0 3 0 0 

Evidence of Impact 3 0 3 0 0 

T
as

k 
7 Insights on Teaching and Learning 

3 0 3 0 0 

 

Indicators of Teaching Effectiveness Data: 

Completers have/will be observed by the Coordinator/Field & Clinical Placement and evaluated 
utilizing the WV Evaluation Rubric for Teachers.  Principal evaluations also have/will be included 
when available.  The results are listed in the data charts below.  Scores are provided in the 
tables:  1) Completer #2. 

WV Teaching Evaluation Rubric Score: 

All 2nd Year Out Completers: N=1 

ELEMENTS 

Spring 2018 
1st year Out 

Case Study Evaluation 
(n = 1) 

1st Year Out 
Principal Evaluation 

(n =1) 

𝒙𝒙� 
Percentage 

𝒙𝒙� 
Percentage 

D A E U D A E U 

STANDARD 1:  CURRICULUM & PLANNING           
1.1 Content Knowledge 3.0 - 100% - - 4.0 100% - - - 
1.2 Standards Driven Instruction 3.0 - 100% - - 4.0 100% - - - 
1.3 Balanced Assessment 3.0 - 100% - - 4.0 100% - - - 

STANDARD 2:  THE LEARNER AND THE LEARNING 
ENVIRONMENT      4.0     

2.1 Unique Characteristics of Learners 3.0 - 100% - - 4.0 100% - - - 
2.2 Appropriate Learning Environment 3.0 - 100% - - 4.0 100% - - - 
2.3 Learner-Centered Culture 3.0 - 100% - - 4.0 100% - - - 

STANDARD 3:  TEACHING           
3.1 Instructional Strategies 3.0 100% - - - 4.0 100% - - - 
3.2 Motivates and engages students 4.0 - 100% - - 4.0 100% - - - 
3.3 Assessment Driven Instruction 3.0 - 100% - - 4.0 100% - - - 
STANDARD 4:  PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES FOR 

SELF-RENEWAL           

4.1 Professional Development 4.0 - - - - 4.0 100% - - - 
4.2 Collaboration with Colleagues 4.0 - - - - 4.0 100% - - - 
STANDARD 5:  PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES FOR 

SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY           

5.1 School-Wide Collaboration 4.0 100% - - - 4.0 100% - - - 
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5.2 Working with Parents and Community 4.0 100% - - - 4.0 100% - - - 
5.3 Practices and Policies 4.0 100% - - - 4.0 100% - - - 

STANDARD 6: Student Learning           
6.1 Measurable Progress 3.0 - 100% - - 4.0 100% - - - 

 

 

ELEMENTS 

Case Study Evaluation 
 (n = 1) 

Principal Evaluation 
(n = 0) 

𝒙𝒙� 
Percentage 

𝒙𝒙� 
Percentage 

MS BS U N/A MS BS U N/A 
STANDARD 7: PROFESSIONAL 

CONDUCT 
          

Policy and Procedure 4.0 100% - - - 4.0 100% - - - 
Attendance 4.0 100% - - - 4.0 100% - - - 
Schedule 4.0 100% - - - 4.0 100% - - - 
Respect 4.0 100% - - - 4.0 100% - - - 

 

 

Observer: Principal   School: Whitethorn Primary  Teacher: Completer #2 
Core: __X__Target: ____   Intensive: _____                                  Date: March 13, 2019                  Grade 1        
Subject: Language Arts 
Classroom Environment English/Language Arts Writing Math 

X    Teacher Well Prepared 
X    Lesson Plans 
___ Data Driven Instruction 
___ Next Generation Standards 
___ Addressing Test 
Deficiencies 
___ Targeting CCSOs 
___ CKH 
X_ Anchor Chart/Graphic 
Organizers 
X   Time on Task 
X Student Engagement 
___ Teacher 
Feedback/Facilitator 
___ Higher Order 
Thinking/Questioning 
___Cooperative Groups 
X Instruction Paced Properly 
___ Teaching Tools     
(Manipulatives/Hands On 
Approach) 
X  Evidence of Student Work 
___ Differentiated Instruction 
___ Challenging Students 

___ Phonemic Awareness 
X     Phonics/Spelling/Dictation 
___ Vocabulary 
___ Fluency 
___ Comprehension 
_X_ Ashlock Strategies 
___ Reading 
___ Listening 
_X__ Speaking/Presenting 
___ Viewing 
___ Text Complexity/On Or 
Above 
        Grade Level 
___ Read Aloud/Text Types 
___ Reading Across Curriculum 
       ___ Science 
       ___ Math 
       ___ Social Studies 
___ Reading For Pleasure 
_X__ Informational Text 
        ___ Weekly Reader 
        ___ Documents 
        ___ Newspaper/Periodicals 
        ___ Menus 

___ Rubrics 
___Writing 
        ___ Mechanics 
        ___ 
Planning/Writing 
        ___ First Draft 
        ___ Editing Process 
        ___ Revisions 
        ___ Publishing 
___ Writing Across 
Curriculum 
___ Writing 
Journals/Feedback 
 
PENMENSHIP 
 
X     Manuscript 
___ Cursive 
___ Practice 
___ Neatness 
___ Appropriate Model 
on Display 
        ___ Manuscript 
___ Cursive 

        ___ Strands 
        ___ Numbers And 
Operations 
        ___ Algebra 
        ___ Measurements 
        ___ Geometry 
        ___ Data 
Analysis/Probability 
        ___ Rigor Targeted In 
Standard 
        ___ Conceptual 
Understanding 
        ___ Procedural Skill and 
Fluency 
        ___ Application 
        ___ Real World Problems 
(Data, Word Problems? 
         ___ Hands-On 
         ___ Modeling 
         ___ Participation 
         ___ Number Sense 
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Mercer County School Walk Through Evaluation 

Observer:  Darrell Thompson                                              School: Whitethorn Primary                                
Teacher: Completer #1 
Core: __X__    Target: ____    Intensive: _____          Date: March 13, 2019              Grade: 1               
Subject: Language Arts 
Classroom Environment English/Language Arts Writing Math 

X  Teacher Well Prepared 
X  Lesson Plans 
___ Data Driven Instruction 
X  Next Generation Standards 
___ Addressing Test 
Deficiencies 
___ Targeting CCSOs 
___ CKH 
X  Anchor Chart/Graphic 
Organizers 
X  Time on Task 
X  Student Engagement 
___ Teacher 
Feedback/Facilitator 
___ Higher Order 
Thinking/Questioning 
___Cooperative Groups 
___ Instruction Paced 
Properly 
___ Teaching Tools     
(Manipulatives/Hands On 
Approach) 
X     Evidence of Student Work 
___ Differentiated Instruction 
___ Challenging Students 
___ Modeling Expectations 
___ Use of Technology 
___ Students Interacting With 
Tech Tools 
___ Hands On Science/Math 
___ Modeling Expectations 
___ Student Led 
X     Effective Management 

___ Phonemic Awareness 
___ 
Phonics/Spelling/Dictation 
X     Vocabulary 
___ Fluency 
___ Comprehension 
_X__ Ashlock Strategies 
  X     Reading 
___ Listening 
___ Speaking/Presenting 
___ Viewing 
___ Text Complexity/On Or 
Above  
       Grade Level 
___ Read Aloud/Text Types 
___ Reading Across 
Curriculum 
       ___ Science 
       ___ Math 
       ___ Social Studies 
___ Reading For Pleasure 
___ Informational Text 
        ___ Weekly Reader 
        ___ Documents 
        ___ 
Newspaper/Periodicals 
        ___ Menus 
        ___ Reference Books 
        ___ Journals 

___ Rubrics 
___Writing 
        ___ Mechanics 
        ___ 
Planning/Writing 
        ___ First Draft 
        ___ Editing Process 
        ___ Revisions 
        ___ Publishing 
___ Writing Across 
Curriculum 
___ Writing 
Journals/Feedback 
 
PENMENSHIP 
 
X     Manuscript 
___ Cursive 
___ Practice 
___ Neatness 
___ Appropriate Model 
on Display 
        ___ Manuscript 
___ Cursive 

___ Strands 
        ___ Numbers And 
Operations 
        ___ Algebra 
        ___ Measurements 
        ___ Geometry 
        ___ Data 
Analysis/Probability 
        ___ Rigor Targeted In 
Standard 
        ___ Conceptual 
Understanding 
        ___ Procedural Skill and 
Fluency 
        ___ Application 
        ___ Real World 
Problems (Data, Word 
Problems? 
         ___ Hands-On 
         ___ Modeling 
         ___ Participation 
         ___ Number Sense 

X  Modeling Expectations 
___ Use of Technology 
___ Students Interacting With 
Tech Tools 
___ Hands On Science/Math 
___ Modeling Expectations 
___ Student Led 
___ Effective Management 
 

        ___ Reference Books 
        ___ Journals 

Teacher monitored as calling 
out words. 

• Students check work 

Students were taking a spelling 
test.  Students were on task. As 
students finished they gave a 
thumbs up. 

 Very organized. Lesson plans 
easy to follow.  The students 
know the routines and 
procedures. 
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Teacher well prepared for the 
lesson being taught. Student 
work displayed in the 
classroom. 

Excellent lesson plans.  The 
plans were clear and easy to 
follow. 

Students were engaged 
and gave a thumbs up 
when completed a 
task. 

Good classroom 
management.  Always 
checking for understanding. 
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Observation Notes: 

• All 19 students were present today. 
• Students seated on the carpet. 
• Bright and cheerful classroom with many learning charts displayed. 
• SMART board is low and at student level. 
• The daily schedule is posted in clear view for all students to see. 
• The learning objectives were posted in the classroom. 
• The teacher instructed the students on cause and effect. 
• Props were used in the lesson to help the students to understand cause and 

effect. 
• Transition from one activity to another was smooth with no disruptions. 
• Teacher would ask question, checking for understanding. 
• Teacher allowed me to review lesson plans—very organized. 

 

Actual Data:  

First Grade Star Progress Monitoring 
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Case Study #3 

Case study #3 includes the following pieces of information: 

• Observation Summary 
• Percent Change for Pre/Post-test 
• Modified WVTPA score 
• Observation Notes 
• Actual assessment and data 

Observation Summary: 

Completer #3 was observed at his placement at Dudley Primary School in Tazewell, VA.  Dudley 
Primary School is a K-2 school with approximately 300 students. Completer #3 the kindergarten 
students gathered in the front of the room.  The students were sitting on a carpet facing the 
teacher.  Completer #3 shared a story with the students (If a Silly Cat Came to My House).  
Completer #3 would pause from time-to-time to ask questions and check for understanding. 
Completer #3 discussed different vocabulary words in the story to help give the students a 
better understanding of the story. Completer #3 led a discussion on the key words in the story.  
Completer #3 directed the students to the word wall and pointed out some of the words that 
were in the story.  Complter#3 passed out sentence strips and had each student to write a silly 
sentence.  Completer #3 had each student to come to the front of the room and read their 
sentence. Completer #3 placed the sentences on a board and after all sentences were read 
Completer #3 compiled a story using the sentences the students had written.  The students 
laughed as Completer #3 read the story aloud. After Completer #3 read the story he then 
transitioned to a language arts lesson on the vowels, a, e, I, o, and u.  As he pointed to each 
vowel the students orally gave the long and short sound each letter makes. Completer #3 
placed picture cards on the Elmo and directed the students’ attention to the SmartBoard where 
he would ask the students to identify the picture on the card and the sound the vowel makes. 
After a review of the vowels and Completer #3 felt confident the students could recognize and 
orally produce the sounds he then wrote sentences on the board leaving out words with the 
vowel sound in the middle.  The students read the sentences orally and placed the correct word 
in the sentences. Completer #3 reviewed the lesson before moving on to the reading selection 
in the student’s textbooks. 
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Modified WVTPA Score: 

 2nd Year Out Completer Impact on Student Learning 
Spring 2018, N = 1 

  Mean Distinguished Accomplished Emerging Unsatisfactory 

T
as

k 
3 

Alignment with Learning Goals 3 0 3 0 0 

Assessment Criteria/Technical Soundness 3 0 3 0 0 

Balance of Assessments 3 0 3 0 0 

T
as

k 
6 

Clarity and Representation of Evidence 3 0 3 0 0 

Interpretation of Data 3 0 3 0 0 

Evidence of Impact 3 0 3 0 0 

T
as

k 
7 Insights on Teaching and Learning 

3 0 3 0 0 

 

 

 

Observation Notes: 

• 23 of the 23 students were present on the day of the observation. 
• The students were sitting on a carpet in front of the classroom in direct contact with 

Completer #3 
• Completer #3 shared a story with the students. 
• The students were asked “what is an author?” 
• Completer #3 discussed different vocabulary words from the story. 
• Students returned to their seats and were divided into small groups. 
• The students played a learning game, I have, who has. 
• Discussion on the use of capitalization, when to use (names, beginning of a sentence, 

etc). 
• Completer #3 passed out writing paper for the students to use in their writing 

workshop. 
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Actual Date:  

Kindergarten Star Math Data 
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Individual Case Studies 

The exact same procedure was followed for each case study.  Completers were observed by the 
Coordinator/Field & Clinical Placement and evaluated utilizing the Task 3, Task 6, and Task 7.1 
of the WVTPA.  Both quantitative and qualitative data were collected.  Pre/post test data are 
included.  Additionally, completers were observed by the Coordinator/Field & Clinical 
Placement and evaluated utilizing the WV Evaluation Rubric for Teachers.  Principal evaluations 
are included when available.   

For each completer/case study, the following pieces of information are cited: 1) Observation 
summary detailing the observation, 2) A calculation of percent change for the pre/post-test 
data, 3) The scores received on the modified West Virginia Teaching Performance Assessment 
(WVTPA), 4) Tazewell County Observation Form and Teacher Summative Performance Report 
was used for Completer #2, 5) Actual observation notes, and 6) The actual assessment and 
data. 
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