Summer Assignments for AP Studio Art – 2D Design and Drawing

In order to complete your College Board Studio Portfolio, you will need to submit quite a few quality pieces. The total amount of pieces required to submit will be 24. We try to accomplish a majority of this during the school year, but you will need “back up” pieces just in case some of the work you completed is not up to par so the more you work on this summer or have from previous classes, the better off you will be. Summer assignments help alleviate the pressure during the school year of producing the many quality pieces needed for a successful portfolio. You may also use pieces from previous years as part of your portfolio.  In addition to your sketchbook assignments, your assignment is to produce quality pieces over the summer. Each artwork should take approximately 10 hours, be drawn or painted on a quality surface (no lined notebook paper or in your sketchbook!), display forethought, good composition, exceptional craftsmanship, have mature subject matter(avoid overused symbols), be no smaller than 8” x 10” and no larger than 18" x 24". Good composition means consider the background as well as the foreground. The negative space should be as attractive as the positive forms. Pace yourself - work consistently. Don't wait until the end of July to start!
Helpful hints:

1. Draw directly from life instead of using reference photos, whenever possible. If you must use a photo, take your own or use a photo from the public domain. Attach the photo to the back of the work. The AP Readers (Judges), as well as art schools love to see a drawing made from life.

2. Use quality materials for your art. Good materials make it easier to create good work. Use at least 80 lb white drawing paper and stretched canvases for painting.

3. Use standard sizes. Stay within the 18” x 24” size, so that these pieces could be used for the quality section of your portfolio.

4. Use a sketchbook to plan your artwork. Make several thumbnails, jot down notes, glue in reference images, and do color studies when needed.

5. Use a variety of media, even combining them for mixed media.

6. Use a complete range of values. All drawings must be complete with full values – no exceptions!

7. Apply the elements and principles of design to all of your artwork – if you don’t know them, you better learn them for the FIRST DAY OF CLASS!

8. DO NOT SIGN YOUR NAME TO THE FRONT OF YOUR WORK or place any identifying marks on the front as per AP Guidelines. Be sure to write your name on the back.

9. Visit the AP Central website for the portfolio you are submitting often to see sample portfolios and to become familiar with requirements. Register for a free account!!!
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/studiodrawing  http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/studio2d
Projects

Instructions: You are to complete the following assignments over the summer. These pieces will be due at the end of the second week of school. Your outside work will be part of your project grade. I want you to take time over the summer to think about ideas that you may want to pursue as a concentration. Please return with a list of 20 potential ideas to be discussed with the class during the second week of school. (This will be a daily grade) Each of the pieces needs to be no smaller than 9" x 12" and no larger than 18" x 24" —nothing larger, nothing smaller. You may choose the type of surface to work on—paper, cardboard, canvas board, plywood, mat board, etc. These will be used to fill out your portfolio so all AP Studio students MUST complete the assignments. Please keep in mind that although drawing does involve design, the emphasis in this studio is on design—the formal elements and principles (elements: line, color, texture, space, value, shape, and form; principles: unity, balance, contrast, repetition, variety, dominance, etc.). Concept/idea, craftsmanship, and the creation of a visually successful design will all be components of every grade. 

You will develop mastery in concept, composition, as well as execution of 2D design elements and principles. As you approach the requirements for this course, you will be expected to use a variety of concepts and approaches to demonstrate your ideas and abilities. Versatility of techniques is also emphasized as you develop ideas and solutions to your problems.  Remember to think outside of the box.  Draw from a different angle, choose an unusual composition, play and make your artwork and concept unique and your own.
*It is highly recommended that if you have internet access for you to start a PINTEREST account.  This is a wonderful resource for finding different art ideas and techniques.  If you follow my art account you will see a plethora of ideas that you could use.  You will be required to keep an account next school term since access will be available through the media center.  

Assignments for the quality pieces (Choose 3 out of the options below):
Each assignment must be turned in along with the SKETCHES you created before starting the piece.  Sketching and planning are one of the most important parts of creating art and YOU WILL create a plan before beginning.  These can be in your sketchbook or on separate sheets of paper.

1. A symbolic still life For this project you will need to assemble a group of objects that represent you. Collect your favorite possessions (team shirt, jeans, objects related to your hobby or interests, a gift that means a lot to you, favorite books). It will be important to include a range of object sizes and textures as well as a mixture of light, dark and reflective objects.

Bring the objects in and set up a mini still life with a spot light. You will then photograph them in interesting compositions with emphasis on light and shadow. Create a photo-realistic symbolic self-portrait that gives others a glimpse into your life this year. Demonstrate your knowledge of effective composition, ability to use a full range of values and proper shading techniques.

2. Bicycle, tricycle, motorcycle art Create a close up of a bicycle/tricycle/motorcycle from and unusual angle with strong light/shadow. Do NOT draw the bicycle from the side view. . Check out various websites for ideas such as Pinterest.  Check out this site for ideas.  http://mikeytodd81.blogspot.com/2010/03/risd-bike-drawings.html. Complete the artwork using medium of choice
3. A self portrait on cardboard.  Take a piece of cardboard from a box.  You can tear it, cut it or leave it as a solid piece.  Look on pinterest for drawings on cardboard to see various ways that you can create your portrait.  You may use pastels, charcoal, pencils, ink or paint to complete the image.  It can be realistic, exaggerated color, line drawing with emphasis, or a number of options can be used.  Decide on what is best for you and create a drawing of yourself.  The drawing should show some type of emotion or unique facial expression…don’t just stand and smile!
4. Action portrait/figure drawing – You are to capture movement of a person using gesture drawings.  These should be quick sketches capturing a sense of movement.  Look at proportions of the figure and make sure that you have your person drawn using accurate proportions.  The final artwork can be one single image or several.  Use pencil or graphite to complete.
5. Mixed media abstraction Create a drawing based on a still life, person, landscape, animal, etc. using CONTOUR lines.  Draw several different views overlapping or in various places on the paper.  Use this as a beginning for your artwork.  After you have the base drawing, you are now to turn it in to an abstraction using various mediums of art: pen and ink, acrylics, watercolor, oil pastels, collage, etc.  You can cut the image up and reassemble if you choose as well. Look at the work of Kandinsky or search blind contour, abstract and nonobjective art on pinterest for ideas.
6. Unusual interior – create a drawing an unusual interior, for instance, looking inside a closet, cabinet, refrigerator, inside your car... use your imagination!  This drawing should be completed using either pen and ink or pencil.  Make it personal by doing something of meaning (your closet, favorite food, drawer in your room, shelf of favorite things, etc.)
7. Incomplete composition – Create a line drawing of a still life.  Use objects in the still life that are interesting and have strong color in some areas (for example add a bowl of fruit, candy in a bowl, bright colored socks).  Use pen to create the drawing and vary the line thickness for interest.  CHOOSE a section that you want to create emphasis in and add detailed color to that area.  You may use hints of color in other places in order to “balance the work” if needed, but the majority of it should be pen.
Also complete the following:

Variation on a Prior Assignment.  Choose from a work of art on your Portfolio you did this last year (or these summer assignments), and create a separate piece by expanding on it.  Redo it using a different media.  Stretch the subject into an abstraction of some kind.  Add new layers.  Get creative, have fun, and do quality work!
Sketchbook

Your sketchbook is the perfect place to try a variety of concepts and techniques as you develop your own voice and style. This is also where you can plan out the idea for your summer assignments.  You must complete at least TWO detailed sketches to go along with each artwork submitted.  This is the planning stage and one of the most important steps needed.  Don’t create the art and then make the sketches just to get a grade….it is usually very obvious that you did this.  During school next year, you will be REQUIRED to show me your ideas BEFORE beginning a final artwork. If you do not, you will receive a failing grade for the planning phase.
You can also just draw in your sketchbook to begin brainstorming.  Sketches or drawing don’t have to be perfect, but try to draw from life not magazines and definitely not cartoons.
Concentration

A concentration is a body of related works that:

· Develop a coherent plan of action or investigation
· Are unified by an underlying idea that has visual and/or conceptual coherence
· Are based on your individual interest in a particular visual idea
· Are focused on a process of investigation, growth and discovery
· Show the development appropriate for your subject
A concentration is NOT:

· A colleection of works with different intents

· A body of work that simply investigates a medium, without a strong visual idea

· A project that takes a long time to complete

· A collection of works derived solely from other people’s published photographs

Examples of a Concentration:

* A mother’s illness investigated in a variety of graphic forms including the use of actual x-rays combined into other imagery as well as prints and pages of a visual journal.

* A series of interiors simplified to contour lines that served as the basis for a process of investigation of other elements, most predominately color and space (the assertion and negation of space).

* A series of works done in graphite, colored pencil, and Adobe PhotoShop illustrating aspects of the subject “Roller Coaster.” The investigation increasingly moved away from illustrative renderings to bold, graphic symbols.

* An illustrated story, “A Boy and A Frog.”

* A photographic and illustrative investigation into the subject “My Little Brother.” The student produced a number of photographs that were strong in composition as well as technical (processing) ability. He furthered his investigation into the specific subject by producing a series of illustrations showing his brother engaged in various pursuits.

* A series of mixed media pieces based on childhood memories using collaged and layered imagery that incorporated text

* A series of illustrations based on the “Seven Deadly Sins.”

* A series of work based on the life of the graffiti artist.

* A digital self-portrait series that incorporate digital photos with text.

The concentration section of the AP portfolio is often the most difficult section to develop. Students are required to produce 12 artworks for this section of the portfolio to fully develop their concept. It has been my experience that a personal interest in the chosen topic will help the student find the intrinsic motivation necessary to complete this section. 

Trial Concentration Piece:  Develop one idea you have for your concentration into a finished work of art.  This will give you a chance to see if the idea is interesting to you, and has the depth to develop over the next school year.  You will finalize your concentration theme by the end of September.
 
Don’t forget your planning tools! Gather reference images in your sketchbook, do compositional studies or thumbnail sketches, look at the work of other artists. Works should be a minimum of 8’x12’, maximum of 18’x24’. Choose any medium consistent with your AP portfolio criteria.
TOTAL due 1st week of school: 
· 3 quality pieces (with at least 2 sketches per artwork)
· Variation of prior assignment

· A list of 20 concentration ideas
This equals FOUR artworks and a list of 20 concentration topic ideas.
Do NOT come to class the first week unprepared.  If you do, you may be removed from AP art.  If you cannot do the requirements for the summer then you will more than likely not complete the work for school and meet deadlines.  I will NOT keep people who are NOT willing to put in the hours OUTSIDE of school in order to do AP.  I do not want to hear excuses that you had “other” things” more important to work on.  ART IS IMPORTANT!!!! If you are not 100% certain that you can commit then you need to look at taking another art class.  

If you have any questions over the summer, please feel free to email me at dholder@effingham.k12.ga.us 
text/call at 912 656-5689
