
Research 101 
 

Worksheet:  Topics 
 

Your name:  

Class & section:  

Research topic:   

 
 

Forming a Research Question 

1. What is your general topic? *Remember, your topic will likely change 

as a result of your search—sometimes dramatically. 

 

 

2. What disciplines or academic fields may be interested in this topic?  
(Consult http://www.lakeland.edu/John-Esch-Library/database-find-

articles for ideas: select the button on the bottom that reads, ‘by 
subject.’) 

 

 

3. Brainstorm some approaches you might take with this topic and write 

down at least 3 of them.  (Your “approach” is the perspective you wish 
to take on your topic, driven by your interest or available information.  

For example, are you interested in legal aspects, social, impacts on 
gender or race, physical or psychological?) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lakeland.edu/John-Esch-Library/database-find-articles
http://www.lakeland.edu/John-Esch-Library/database-find-articles


4. Write a topic definition statement (no more than 5 sentences, if 
possible)  

A topic definition statement should do the following: 

 

Topic definition statement: 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



     
As an option to the topic definition statement, write a preliminary 

research question here. This question may evolve and change over 
time.  The box below suggests a possible model for a research 

question: 
 

 

 
 

 
5.  Now that you have a major question upon which to focus your 

research, write at least 3 but no more than 5 related or sub-questions 

that will need answering (e.g. statistical data or factual information): 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



Creating Research Vocabulary 

 
6. What are the key terms or concepts in your research question or topic 

statement? (There should be at least 2) 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
7. Write at least 3 terms related to your first key concept.  (Follow the 

guidelines for broader, related, and narrower.) 
 
 

BROADER: 
RELATED: 

NARROWER: 
 
 

 
 

8.  Write at least 3 terms related to your second key concept. (Follow the 
guidelines for broader, related, and narrower.) 

 

BROADER: 
RELATED: 

NARROWER: 
 
 

 
9. Write at least 3 terms related to your third key concept, as 

appropriate. If you have other key concepts, follow the same 
format below. (Follow the guidelines for broader, related, and 

narrower.) 
 

BROADER: 
RELATED: 

NARROWER: 
 

 
 
 

 
 


