English 102: Intermediate College Writing

Matthew Nunes

Research Essay Proposal Instructions
Overview:
A research proposal is a formal plan for a research paper that you present in a clear manner for someone else to understand. The proposal is not just a loophole to jump through to in order to get the okay from me on what you want to do for your research paper. A research proposal is also your opportunity to put together all of your plans, ideas, and sources before you start your paper. With this proposal you can recognize what areas of your project need additional planning and research. In this way, you can anticipate problems before starting the paper, and you will have a clear plan before you begin to write the paper. This should save you the trouble of running into major problems and should make the writing process somewhat easier.

A Research Question:
As you find a topic and begin to think through your ideas, you will need to formulate a research question that you’d like to address. A research question is meant to direct your efforts as you collect sources, critically read and evaluate them, and take notes on them. A research question is preliminary to formulating your thesis. Going into your research on a topic you won’t be sure right away as to what your thesis should be. At the same time, however, you need to have some kind of focus as you collect your sources, and that is what your research question is for.

Sample research questions:

· What are the benefits of wind power?

· Would it be feasible to require electrical companies to generate 20 percent of their power through wind turbines?

· Should the federal government pursue legislation to support wind power?

As you research, you should refine your research question to be more specific.

Proposal Requirements:

Your proposal should include the following in this order:

· A Title: While it is early to have a finalized title, come up with a tentative title for your paper.

· An Introduction: Your introduction should identify your topic and how you would like to address it. Here you should also identify your research question and a preliminary thesis statement. Identify who your target audience is.

· A Review of Literature (Sources): Give an overview of the sources you have collected so far. How exactly will these sources be useful to you in your research paper?

· Further Research: Discuss what further research you will need to do for your paper. What kind of sources are you missing that you will need to write your paper? 

· A Working Bibliography: List your sources in correct MLA, APA, or Chicago style. Include a 2-3 sentence description of each source.  (This will resemble an Annotated Bibliography). Your working bibliography should include at least 4-5 sources.
When you write your proposal, I recommend using the headings mentioned above. This will help you organize the proposal and be sure that you cover everything required. This will also make it easier for me.

Length and Formatting:

· The proposal itself should be between 700-900 words. (This does not include the working bibliography).

· Your working bibliography should include at least 4-5 sources.

· Include your name and page numbers

· 12-point font

Due Dates:

See the daily schedule (on Blackboard) for all due dates associated with this assignment.

