Research Log Entry Assignment 
This writing project assignment asks keep track of your notes in a careful way as preparation for writing your research paper.  <P>As you search for sources for your research project, remember that the best strategy for keeping careful track of your research process entails recording the dates, details, and relevance of your searches in your <ITAL>research log. 
You might follow a chronological example by listing dates and discoveries by date such as in the example below: 

· <BL><ITEM><P><BOLD><INST></INST>March 1:</BOLD> conducted preliminary search on Internet. Found three articles related to my topic and printed them for folder “Primary Sources Online.”
· </P></ITEM><ITEM><P><BOLD><INST></INST>March 3:</BOLD> conducted library search through university Web page. Came up with four books; checked them out. Might be good secondary sources. Recording their names below. Note that one is a collection of essays, suggesting multiple arguments I might consult. Note also that three books are published by university presses, promising rigorous arguments. I need to read them tonight. Noticed that all four books use the same image to introduce the topic; I need to discuss it in my paper, but maybe I want to find a new one for my introduction.</P></ITEM></BL>
Take a look at the Student Writing posted on the Envision Website to see how students Angela and Michael used the chronological model of research log entries.

Alternatively, you might also want to keep a running list of your sources by call number and title, or include printouts of relevant articles or database entries.  Make sure that you include full identifying information for your sources as it might be hard to track the source down again later.

Finally, d<P>epending on your project, you might decide that you want to use not only print and electronic sources, but also <BOLD>field research</BOLD> in the form of interviews or surveys. Collecting these sources often involves fieldwork, gathering and collecting your own evidence and data.  Study Sean Bruich’s letter in the Student Writing section of the Envision Website to see how you might include your own field research in your research log.  For surveys, be sure to include not only your survey questions in your log but also all the responses you gather as part of your research.
