REPORT ON THE ACADEMIC VISIT TO THE UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY

(FROM 1ST TO 26TH, SEPTEMBER, 2008)

By NGUYEN TIEN DUNG, VIETNAM

I. Introduction

Nguyen Tien Dung, born in 1960, a medical doctor working for the United Nation Population Fund (UNFPA) in Hanoi, Vietnam. His background encompasses two main domains, (i) specialist in obstetric gynecology and (ii) master public health. During 24 years from 1984 to 2008, Dr Dung has worked for several organizations in different positions including government staff, local non-government organizations (NGOs), international NGOs officer, and latterly UN staff. 
Dr. Dung has been working mainly in the field of Mother Child Health care. He wants to improve his professional knowledge and skills and he is ambitious to obtain an occasion to study PhD in Australia. HOCMAI foundation, as its name, provided Dr Dung one month scholarship during September, 2008 to facilitate his ambition of “for ever learning” at the University of Sydney. 
II. Purposes of the visit
To discuss with his potential supervisors on the research proposal that he expects to study for PhD. He also benefices this occasion to investigate a possibility of studying and get acquaintance with the academic environment at the University of Sydney. 
III. The achievements
During one month of the academic visit at the School of Public Health, Faculty of Medicine. He gains the main achievements as follows:
· Propose ideas of study and develop  an initial research proposal
He proposed to study on the performance of the ethnic midwives working in rural areas of Vietnam, namely Hagiang province. The ethnic midwives have been trained by the Ministry of Health of Vietnam as piloted model with an expectation that they will assist the women of different ethnic groups in rural areas while they give birth at home. The objectives of the study are as follows: 

· To collect information from women of reproductive age in Hagiang province about: culture beliefs, practices, socio economic etc around pregnancy period. 

·  To determine socio-economic and basic health indictors in above population, pertinent to pregnancy outcomes.

·  To observe newly trained ethnic midwives interaction with this group of women in providing health services in their community. 

· To prospectively analyze and appraise the educational materials and methods of the ethnic midwives training in the provincial capital.

The study is important because it supports to improve the situation of safe motherhood and newborn care that contribute to achievement of the millennium goals - reducing maternal mortality ratio in Vietnam.
The qualitative and quantitative methodology will be used in order to address above research objectives.  
· Attending the seminars and lectures. 
He attended some lectures and seminars at the School of Public Health that relates to his research topic such as “ Primary health care in developing countries – history and practices”, “Millennium Villages Initiative in Rural Africa” etc. Through participating to these seminars and lectures, he had an opportunity to strengthen knowledge on the historical development of the Primary Health Care (PHC) concept and identify its strengths and weaknesses, the development and implication of the World Banks Health Sector Reform approach, the principles of working at the PHC level with communities.  This knowledge will help him to identify the strength / weakness of the heath care system in the province where his research is expected to be conducted.  
· Visiting the library and learned searching documents
He visited the library at the School of Public Health and learned how to search document via the website of the University. After visiting, he can practice to find science journals / articles published on several topics such as “safe motherhood”, “newborn care” etc. these documents were very useful to develop the initial research proposal as mentioned above.  
· Additionally, his potential supervisors, Professor Heather and Dr. Cynthia were with him to contact the International Development Manager of the University to find a possibility of application for a scholarship for his study. The supervisors also advised him to fill the application forms for obtaining an admission of the University of Sydney and an ALA scholarship from the AuAID. 
IV. Conclusion 

During one month from 1st to 26th September, Dr. Dung, with assistance of professors Heather and Dr. Cynthia obtained all the objectives planed for his academic visit to the University of Sydney. He reached a consensus on his initial research proposal for PhD with his potential professors. He also learned on skills such as finding science publication of the USYD’s library, using Endnote software etc. 
He satisfied with the visit and would like to express his sincere thanks to Hocmai foundation, Professor Heather and Dr. Cynthia. 
