Integrating Hospitals and Schools – Case Studies

Most information about hospitals and schools relates to either schools designed for the care of disabled or ill children or for schools with programs involving healthcare elements.  The first are often located within or near hospitals, while the latter tend to bring the hospitals to them.       
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Children’s Care Hospital and School 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota

This program provides children with significant developmental delays, Cerebral Palsy, and/or chronic health conditions with an Individualized Educational Program (IEP) to help accelerate learning and development. An individual education plan is developed with the family, home school district, and child (if appropriate), along with CCHS's certified special educators and pediatric-trained therapists. 
This developmentally appropriate plan assists the child to meet educational goals and achieve functional outcomes. Students can live at home and attend day school, or they may reside in the CCHS dorms. A summer program is also available.  Children's Care Hospital & School's Special Education program is certified by the South Dakota Department of Education.
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Mater Hospital Special School
Woolloongabba, Australia

Located on the ground floor of the Mater Children’s Hospital (part of a complex of three hospitals, this small scale school serves children that are hospitalized, their siblings, children from parents that are hospitalized, and those referred through a “Mental Health Day Program.” 

The school has three classrooms: one serving years PK-3, one serving 4-7, and the last serving 8-12.  Each class has one teacher and a teacher aide.

Attendance varies from day to day, as some children are there for only a few days, and others can stay for months.  Services are also in place to allow for teaching within the wards themselves.

There is also a similar school in Australia, the Sutherland Hospital School, who has general information listed here.   


Massachusetts Hospital School

The following is pulled from the MHS brochure that can be accessed from the site above.
MEDICAL

•J.C.A.H.O. accredited 120 bed residential facility

•Outpatient services including therapies and clinics, i.e. Brace, Podiatry, Dental

•Experiential independent living training

REHABILITATION SERVICES

•Physical Therapy

•Occupational Therapy

•Speech/Language Therapy

•Rehabilitation Engineering

•Adaptive Seating

•Assistive Technology Services

EDUCATION

•180 day school year

•Functional skills, academics, transition and vocational programs

•Adaptive equipment alternative communication systems, computer-based learning

•Creative Arts program

•Individual special education through Massachusetts Department of Education

RECREATION

•Extensive recreational programming

•Competitive Sports including swimming, track and field, basketball, hockey

•Summer Day program

•Hobby/Learning activities

•Outdoor education through gardening, boating, fishing and animal care

•Horseback riding

•Pool activities
Julia Richmond Education Complex Information (Ella Baker ES) 

New York, NY

Here is the NY State school report card for Ella Baker
http://www.edfacilities.org/pubs/size.pdf
…To better understand what is involved in converting a large school into smaller units, consider a specific example. Julia Richmond High School is located in New York City. Built in 1922, the massive five-story, U-shaped building and annex take up a city block. Over the years the physical plant deteriorated and the school’s reputation declined. Julia Richmond’s graduation rate fell, vandalism and violence rose, and student pride in the school dropped. To reverse this downward spiral, the New York City Board of Education chose Julia Richmond as one of the first high schools to be reorganized into smaller units. The project took two years (1994–96) to complete, as provisions had to be made to graduate all students from the

old Julia Richmond High School before initiating a choice-based set of new schools. The Julia Richmond Complex, as it now is known, contains six schools, most enrolling approximately 300

students. The schools include: 

• Vanguard High School. A typical high school course of study and organizational structure.

• Manhattan International High School. Designed for students with limited fluency in English.

• Talent Unlimited Performing Arts High School. A specialty school that also offers basic courses.

• Urban Academy. A high school for transfer students that is organized around multiage classes.

• Special education junior high school. Designed for severely autistic children.

• Ella Baker Elementary School. An elementary school for children of employees of hospitals in the neighborhood.

http://www.edutopia.org/magazine/ed1article.php?id=Art_1216&issue=feb_05
JREC is an eclectic mix of schools and students, as well as a sterling counterargument to the typical large public high school. The complex, home to 1,900 students, comprises four small high schools, an elementary school for students in prekindergarten through eighth grade, a school for autistic children, and First Steps, an infant and toddler center for the young children of students. Also on site are the Mt. Sinai Student Health Center and the Center for Inquiry in Teaching and Learning, a professional-development institute for JREC's teachers.
Sullivan Elementary School
North Adams, MA

With input from the hospital, the kindergarten class decided that they would create a special place for children in one of the hospital's emergency treatment rooms. As a first step, they brainstormed about the types of things that would help make them and other children less afraid, like toys, videos and a chalk board. Students drew self-portraits that were hung on the wall and initiated an annual toy drive. Using the school's science and health curriculum, they determined which toys and items could be safely introduced into a hospital environment. The students completed math lessons to calculate the funds they collected to buy toys.

The following case studies provide information on ways schools, health centers, and their communities interact.  Though most are not located on hospital grounds, they have found various ways to use hospital programs.  All of this information is pulled from a lengthy, detailed report that includes much more thorough descriptions of each school.  The study is located here.  All italics are mine. 

North Middle School

Aurora, CO

North Middle School in Aurora, CO, benefits in many ways from a partnership with the City of Aurora’s Office of Youth Development and the Service-Learning Division of the Community College of Aurora. At the school, after-school programming is integrated into the whole-school curriculum, and science offers an important connecting strategy.

North also is working with the University of Colorado’s Health Science Center and hospital to help students see the health field as a career opportunity.  The Summer Science Academy, operated in partnership with the nearby University of Colorado’s Health Science Center and hospital, offers students opportunities to explore anatomy, health/wellness, astronomy and geology. Other activities, such as swimming, art, computers and fitness, are integrated into the educational themes of the week. For example, students in the computer class are introduced to anatomy by working on the Visible Human Project, a computerized human dissection program. Interactive and hands-on classes at Denver’s Nature and Science Museum, fossil digs at the local state park, and scavenger hunts designed to teach about nutrition and wellness all deepen young people’s understanding of key scientific concepts.  North Middle School students who participate in after-school or summer programs like the Science Academy have higher attendance and are less likely to fail in their school work than students who do not participate.
Northeast Elementary School

Ankeny, IA

This school is not located on hospital grounds, but provides a good example of how hospitals and schools could be integrated.

For more than 20 years, Northeast Elementary School in Ankeny, IA, has been one of 10 district

schools that follow a Community Education model.  The approach calls for collaboration with community-serving organizations, religious groups, the school district, the city and public agencies to provide a wealth of learning experiences for the entire community. To ensure that Community Education schools respond to actual local needs, community leaders hold a citizens planning conference every three years. Citizens agree on the top three priorities for action and decide on the resources needed to address them, the partnerships that need to be created and the results that will spell success.

Ankeny’s centrally located Community Resource Center is one result of this communitywide planning. At the center, partners provide after-school ESL tutoring, a clothing center and food pantry, an alternative education program, a senior center, a computer center, counseling agencies, and a Children’s Hospital health clinic. Bringing Women, Infants and Children (WIC), a federal feeding program for mothers and children, into the center increased the number of low-income mothers using the center’s services from 26 to 260 the first year.
Frances Scott Key Elementary School

Indianapolis, IN

This school though not located near a hospital, has brought many hospital programs to it with great benefits. Below both the partners and some of the benefits are listed.  The United Way Bridges to Success program was integral in making these partnerships work.

Initiated in 1991, BTS now works with 43 schools citywide. BTS has helped to form a new coalition of parent groups that is working to deepen parent engagement with BTS and the schools.  The BTS process also helped to create collaborations among hospitals and mental health providers for school-based clinics and mental health services throughout the city
Partners: 

United Way of Central Indiana, Gallahue Mental Health Center, Dr. Jordan (dental), Boys and Girls Clubs of Indianapolis, Calvary Temple, Parent-Teacher Organization, Indiana Parks and Recreation, Password Community Mentoring, Community Hospital, Grassy Creek Health Center, Mayor’s Office for After-School Programs, Federal Credit Union
· In 2001, 73.2% of all third graders, including special education students, passed the Indiana Statewide Test for Educational Progress (ISTEP), up from 29.1% in 1998–99, which did not include students placed in special education.
· Suspensions have dropped at least 50% since mental health services have been available at the school.
· Test scores jumped from 29% of students passing to 73% the first year.
East Hartford High School

East Hartford, CT
The new Wellness Center, a collaboration between the school and the School-Based Health Center, creates a link between student’s physical, mental and dental health and their physical well-being. It provides students with access to state-of-the-art fitness equipment and exercise trainers. A host of other activities keep the students safe, active and learning until 5:30 every day.

East Hartford also boasts a School-Based Health Center that operates in partnership with a local hospital and dental provider to offer comprehensive health care including physical health, mental health, nutrition, dental services, reproductive health education and weight management. The center and SAC staffs communicate regularly with the school and each other to best use resources and effectively align services to needs.
Other

http://www.edfacilities.org/pubs/agewave.pdf
In 1998, AARP conducted a national survey of intergenerational projects and discovered more than 280 existing programs and 140 proposed ones. The most common model combined nursing homes with child care services. Other models included adult day-service centers located in the same building as a child care center; nursing homes with a child care center and before- and afterschool care; senior centers with before- and after-school care or an early childhood program; geriatric care units in hospitals; and senior centers located in high schools.

