
NASSAU PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
PILGRIMAGE TO ISRAEL
MAY 26 - JUNE 8, 2015

Itinerary
May 26, 2015- Depart Newark

We board our Delta flight for an overnight trip to Tel Aviv, Israel going through Atlanta.

May 27, 2015 - Arrive Tel Aviv

On arrival at the Ben Gurion Airport, we meet our guide, coach and driver, and depart for the beautiful Mount of 
Beatitudes Guesthouse at the northern end of the Sea of Galilee. The guesthouse is situated on the traditional Mount 
of Beatitudes and overlooks the sea. You will be tired and sleepy from the 
international flight. And the drive time is about 2 1/2hours. Still, your 
first view of the Sea of Galilee will be breathtaking. It is shaped like a 
harp! We arrive at the hotel in time for dinner, then much needed sleep.

May 28, 2015 - Capernaum and Tabgha

After breakfast we start the day by visiting Mt. Arbel to enjoy its even 
more panoramic and stunning view of the Sea of Galilee and surrounding 
area. Capernaum will be visible in the distance, and we go there next. 
This small fishing village was central to Jesus’ Galilean ministry. Franciscans maintain the site and have identified 
what may be the very spot of Peter’s house. Also this will be your first opportunity to walk along the shore of the 
Sea of Galilee. We will have lunch at a restaurant nearby, then visit Tabgha, traditional site of the loaves and fishes 
miracle, and return to our temporary home on the Mount of Beatitudes for some late afternoon rest before dinner.

May 29, 2015 - Mount of Beatitudes, Church of the Primacy of Peter, and Sea of Galilee

A special treat this morning. After breakfast we walk down a farmers’ trail from our guesthouse on the Mount of 
Beatitudes to the Primacy of Peter chapel at the seashore. The walk will take about thirty or forty-five minutes, and 
we go through cultivated fields, calling to mind occasions when Jesus and his disciples did the same many years ago. 
Our coach will be waiting at the Primacy of Peter chapel, and after a brief 
visit to the chapel it will take us to Nof Ginosar. There we will visit the Solar 
Boat Museum and, either before or after lunch, board a boat for a ride across 
the Sea of Galilee. Here again one envisions scenes from Jesus’ ministry--
retreating to a private place along the shore for meditation, calming a storm 
at sea, walking on the water. We will have the boat to ourselves, stop offshore 
within view of the Mount of Beatitudes and Capernaum, another special 
moment to benefit from Shane’s teaching and reflections.



May 30, 2015 - Sepphoris and Nazareth

Today we visit Sepphoris and Nazareth in central Galilee. Herod Antipas would have resided at Sepphoris when Jesus 
was a boy. And Nazareth, Jesus’ home town, was only about six or eight miles away. The Roman Catholic Church of 
the Annunciation in Nazareth stands over what tradition holds to have been the home of the Virgin Mary. Nazareth 
would have been a very small village at that time. Today it is a busy and rapidly 
expanding city, so get ready for the shift from serene Galilean countryside to 
hustle and bustle. Actually one might think of modern Nazareth as two cities--
an older Arab city, mostly Muslim, down below; and a newer Jewish Israeli city 
overlooking from higher ground. Lunch today will be in Nazareth. The drive 
back to the hotel will pass near Mount Tabor and through Cana of Galilee.

May 31, 2015 - Caesarea Philippi

We drive north to the Israeli border with both Lebanon and Syria today. This will take us to the foothills of the 
Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon Mountains, where numerous springs give rise to three main streams that combine to form 
the Jordan River. Our main destination will be the ruins of Banias (Caesarea Philippi) at one of the main springs and 
sources the Jordan. Also we will visit the beautiful Banias waterfall further downstream and walk for a way on the trails 
beside the stream. After lunch we will drive up into the Golan Heights for a view of Syria in the distance, then return 
to our hotel by a different route through the Golan.

June 1, 2015 - Retreat Day

Retreat Day—enjoy a quiet day of rest and conversation or arrange on your own an additional outing in the area.

June 2, 2015 - Megiddo and Caesarea

As the scene shifts from Galilee to Jerusalem in the Gospel narratives, so we make our way from Galilee to Jerusalem. 
The drive itself takes about two and a half hours. But we will visit two important places along the way--Megiddo and 
Caesarea--and reach Jerusalem in the late afternoon. Megiddo is a typical “tell,” representing stratified occupational 
remains of a city that flourished during very ancient times (Bronze and Iron Ages). It also figures prominently in 
ancient Israelite history. Caesarea, on the other hand, was important during New Testament times, and looks forward 
toward the rise of Christianity. After Paul, Peter and Cornelius came Origin, Eusebius, Richard the Lion-hearted and 
Louis IX. Our home in Jerusalem will be the Notre Dame Center, only a stone’s throw away from the New Gate (since 
1898) into the Old City.

June 3, 2015 - Jerusalem

We begin our exploration of Jerusalem with the classic panoramic view of the city from the Mount of Olives--Temple 
Mount and Dome of the Rock in the foreground, city spread out behind. From there we walk down the Palm Sunday 
trail to the Garden of Gethsemane, enter the Old City through the Lions’ Gate, 
and stop at the Church of Saint Anne to sing and enjoy its amazing acoustics. 
Next we follow the Via Dolorosa to the Church of the Holy Sepulcher, which 
has been the main destination of Christian pilgrims to the Holy Land since the 
fourth century. It will be time for lunch by then. After lunch, some will want to 
do some shopping in the Old City. Others will prefer to make their way back 
to the Notre Dame Center for an afternoon cup of coffee or glass of wine at the 
rooftop bar.



June 4, 2015 - Jerusalem

Another day in Jerusalem, and much more to see: The Garden Tomb, Church of Peter in Gallicantu, the Western Wall 
(“Wailing Wall”), Shrine of the Book Museum, much more.

June 5, 2015 - Bethlehem

Bethlehem will be our destination today, behind Israel’s infamous security wall and 
into the West Bank. First we visit the Church of the Nativity and Shepherds’ Field, 
which will take most of the morning. We will have lunch. And then a special treat: 
afternoon visit to Dar al-Kalima College and the Diyar Consortium, for conversations 
with Palestinian Christians about their work and ministry in the West Bank.

June 6, 2015 - Masada, Qumran and Jericho

Today we explore the northwestern shores of the Dead Sea—Masada, Qumran and Jericho. The Dead Sea itself is the 
lowest place on the face of the earth. Masada was one several spectacular mountain 
top forts built by Herod the Great. Qumran is where the Dead Sea Scrolls were 
discovered. And of course Jericho, in addition to being one of the oldest cities in 
the world, figures prominently in both the Old and New Testaments. Anyone for 
a swim in the Dead Sea? Bring your bathing suit. This will be a jam-packed day. 
Expect to get back to your hotel later than usual.

June 7, 2015 - Retreat Day

Retreat day; no program planned. Some may wish to attend worship service at Saint George Cathedral or the Scottish 
Church. Others may want to visit the Holocaust Museum or some other Jerusalem highlight. Everybody probably will 
want to do a little more shopping. And everybody certainly will need to pack for early morning departure next day. 
We end the day with a special meal in a Palestinian restaurant.

June 8, 2015 - Depart for Newark

Departure from hotel: 1:00 a.m.
Departure from the Ben Gurion Airport: 5:00 a.m.
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