
2016-2017 RETIREMENT BIOGRAPHIES 
 

 
Janet Andrejewski, Secretary, Garfield Middle School 
Janet started in Lakewood substituting in the early 1990’s as a secretary, paraprofessional, and lunch monitor.  In 
August, 1999, Janet was appointed the Clerk/Typist at the then Emerson Middle School.  She remained there until 
Garfield became a middle school, and Emerson became an elementary school.  Janet retires as the Garfield Middle 
School secretary at the end of this school year. 
 
 
Martha Argento, Paraprofessional, Lakewood City Academy 
After earning both an undergraduate and graduate degree in education from the University of Kentucky, Martha 
Argento worked as a physical education teacher for over 30 years in private schools.  Our District welcomed her as 
a classified substitute in 2009.  At the start of the 2011-2012 school year, Martha accepted a paraprofessional 
position at Lakewood City Academy, where she retires from at the end of this school year. 
 
 
Daniel Baechle, Head Custodian, Hayes Elementary School 
After first working as a substitute cleaner during the 81-82 and 82-83 school years, Dan was appointed a cleaner at 
Lakewood High School on August 1, 1983.  After fulfilling his duties as cleaner at Harding Middle School and the 
former McKinley Elementary School, Dan was appointed as assistant custodian at the former Taft Elementary 
School.  Dan went on to be the assistant custodian at Madison Elementary School and then head custodian at 
Franklin, McKinley and Horace Mann Elementary Schools.  He retired as Head Custodian at Hayes Elementary 
School on December 31, 2016. 
 
 
Karen Dugan, Cafeteria Worker, Roosevelt 
Karen joined the Lakewood City Schools during the 1996-1997 school year as a lunch monitor at Roosevelt 
Elementary School.  At the start of the following school year, Karen accepted a position working in Nutrition Services 
at Grant Elementary School.  At the end of this same school year, Karen was then appointed as a cafeteria 
worker/leader at the former Garfield Elementary School, and she retires from Nutrition Services working at 
Roosevelt Elementary School, where her Lakewood career first began. 
 
 
Kyna Eldred, Student Services, Central Office 
Kyna Eldred first joined the District working as a substitute secretary and paraprofessional during the 2000-2001 
school year.  In 2001, Kyna was hired to be an educational paraprofessional at Horace Mann Middle School.  Her 
many roles in Lakewood include:  study hall monitor, paraprofessional, high school secretary, Student Services 
secretary, and then as secretary for student registration.  Kyna earned a Bachelor’s of Fine Arts from Miami 
University and shares that one of her Lakewood career highlights was receiving the Gerry Becker Humanitarian 
Award, named after the late Lakewood special education teacher, while working at Garfield Middle School.  Kyna 
retires from her role as student registrar at Central Office. 
 
 
Gladys Favre, Paraprofessional, Lakewood High School 
Gladys Favre began her career with the Lakewood City Schools at the end of the 1990-1991 school year as a 
substitute educational aide.  Gladys held many positions with the District including lunch security, hall monitor, lunch 
monitor, substitute secretary, educational assistant, and Assistant Athletic Director/Game Manager.  She retired on 
April 1, 2017 as a paraprofessional at Lakewood High School.  Gladys, before her start at Lakewood Schools, 
worked for the City of Lakewood’s Office on Aging as a van driver.   
 
 
Bruce Giberson, Department of Athletics, Lakewood City Schools 
Bruce Giberson has worked as a coach for the District since the 1980-1981 school year.  As a member of the 
Football Coaching staff, Bruce has been an Assistant Freshman, JV, 8th grade, and Middle School Football coach.  
He was also a baseball coach, has done stats for boys and girls basketball games, and, most recently, has worked 
as a Game Worker and handled the Varsity Basketball Scorebook.   
 



Carole Giberson, Preschool Paraprofessional, Harrison and Roosevelt 

After earning an Education Degree from Bowling Green State University, Carole Giberson began a career in 

Education working as a German and English teacher in Wakeman, Ohio.  Carole joined the Lakewood City School 

District first as both a substitute teacher and classified substitute, until becoming a preschool aide for children with 

special needs in October, 2006.  Throughout her nearly 11 years with the District, Carole has worked with preschool 

children at many of our elementary schools, and retires in this role from Harrison and Roosevelt Elementary 

Schools.  Carole plans to return as a Lakewood substitute. 

 
 
Mary Kay Gillick, Paraprofessional, Lakewood High School 
Mary Kay started working with students as a substitute paraprofessional in October, 1998.  During that same school 
year, Mary Kay was then hired as a para to work one on one with a student at Hayes Elementary School.  Through 
these many years working with students, Mary Kay has shown her dedication to District students by pursuing 
education and training to work with students at the elementary, middle and high school levels.  She retires from 
Lakewood High School at the end of this school year. 
 
 
Debra Happel, Language Arts/Social Studies Teacher, Garfield Middle School 
After beginning her teaching career in Lakewood as a substitute teacher, Deb was hired to a teaching contract in 
September, 1979, as a language arts teacher at Emerson Middle School.  Deb remained at Emerson until the 
building transitioned to an elementary school; Deb moved to Garfield Middle School where she retires at the end of 
this school year.  Deb earned her Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education from Eastern Michigan University. 
 
 
Sharon Harwat, Family and Consumer Science Teacher, Lakewood High School 
After teaching in the Parma City School District, Sharon Harwat joined the Lakewood City School District at the 
beginning of the 1994-1995 school year as a part time Family and Consumer Science teacher at Harding Middle 
School.  After teaching at the middle school level for a few school years, Sharon transferred to LHS, as a full-time 
FCS teacher, where she retires from at the end of this school year.  Sharon earned a Bachelor’s of Science in 
Education from Miami University and a Master’s in Education from Cleveland State University 
 
 
Joette Hoke, Paraprofessional, Lakewood High School 
After working in retail and then as a special education paraprofessional for the Cleveland Schools, Joette Hoke 
joined the Lakewood City School District in September of the 1994-1995 school year as a special education 
paraprofessional at Lakewood High School.  Joette’s other roles included substitute secretary, summer student 
registration substitute, and as a lunch monitor. In addition to demonstrating her dedication to students with special 
needs, Joette also demonstrated her dedication to her colleagues by serving as President of OAPSE 129. 
 
 
Kathleen Keane, Elementary Teacher, Grant Elementary School 
After teaching preschool students at Haynes Nursery School and St. Peter’s Nursery School, Kathy Keane joined 
the Lakewood School District and worked as a substitute teacher, small group tutor, and long term substitute 
teacher.  At the start of the 1999-2000 school year, Kathy was hired as a kindergarten teacher at Grant Elementary 
School, where Kathy will retire from at the end of this current school year.  Kathy earned a Bachelor’s degree in 
elementary education from Ohio University, and a Master of Education degree from Cambridge College. 
 
 
Mary Ellen Marcus, Data Processing Dept., Central Office 
Mary Ellen started in Lakewood as a substitute elementary lunch monitor in the 1986-1987 school year.  On 
September 17, 1993, Mary Ellen was hired as a 12-month clerk typist for the Operations Department.  The following 
school year, Mary Ellen accepted the position of Secretary in the Data Processing Department.  Mary Ellen retires at 
the end of this school year as secretary of the Data Department.   
 
 
 
 



Jan McAndrew, Art Teacher, Harding Middle School 
After being hired in August, 1997, Jan McAndrew retires after finishing her 20th year of teaching with Lakewood City 
Schools. In her Lakewood teaching career, Jan started working with students in a pre-engineering program at Tri-C. 
She went on to work with students in the Drafting, CAD, Career Connections, Communication ARTS, Project Lead 
the Way, and as an art teacher at Lakewood High School and then Harding Middle School, from where she retires.  
Jan earned her undergraduate degree in Art Education from Ohio University and her Master’s in Vocational 
Education from Kent State University. 
 
 
Kim McDonald, Paraprofessional, Emerson 
After serving on the former Franklin Elementary School PTA, Kim volunteered her time at Franklin working with 
students to create art projects.  This led Kim to become a substitute teacher with the Lakewood City Schools during 
the 2000-2001 school year.  Kim continued to expand her Lakewood role by also subbing as a paraprofessional and 
lunch monitor.  After her years of working as a sub, Kim was hired in October, 2006 to work as a paraprofessional at 
the former Taft Elementary School, until Kim transferred to Emerson Elementary School where she retires from at 
the end of this school year.  Kim shared that she wants to continue working with students, so she plans to return 
next school year as a substitute teacher. 
 
 
Janet McElwain, Cafeteria Worker, Lincoln 
After working for the Lakewood Schools as a Nutrition Services substitute for a couple school years, Janet was hired 
as a Cafeteria Worker employee in October, 1987.  In her 30-year career with Lakewood City Schools, Janet has 
taken on the responsibilities of many different nutrition services’ positions in a variety of school buildings, along with 
working as summer help.  Janet retires from Lincoln Elementary School. 
 
 
Amy Miller, Intervention Specialist, Lincoln Elementary School   
After graduating from Capital University, licensed to teach elementary education, special education, and reading, 
Amy Miller joined the staff of the Lakewood City Schools at the beginning of the 1982-1983 school year working as a 
substitute teacher.  At the beginning of the 1984-1985 school year, Amy was hired to be a remedial math teacher at 
the former Garfield Elementary School.  Amy has served in many roles for students here in Lakewood, including 
Intervention Specialist, Reading Specialist, Intervention Technologist, Curriculum Coach and mentor.  Amy earned 
her Master’s Degree in Curriculum and Instruction from CSU.  After 35 years of service to Lakewood’s students, 
Amy retires at the end of this school year as an Intervention Specialist at Lincoln Elementary School. 
 
 
Candace Olender, ELL Teacher, Horace Mann/Emerson 
Candy joined Lakewood as a substitute teacher at the start of the 1991-1992 school year.  She went on to be a 
Small Group tutor at Lincoln until she was appointed a full time ESL teacher at the start of the 1999-2000 school 
year.  She remained as an ESL teacher and retires in this role from Emerson and Horace Mann elementary schools.  
Candy earned her bachelor’s degree from Glassboro State College in New Jersey and a Master’s Degree from 
Cleveland State University. 
 
 
Mark Rathge, Science Teacher, Lakewood High School 
After graduating from BGSU with an Education Degree and Science teaching license, Mark joined the Lakewood 
staff at the start of the 1985-1986 school year.  Mark has taught science to both middle school and high school 
students.  In Lakewood, Mark ran the Earth Club, which was a club responsible for the recycling at the High School; 
spent many hours working with students who struggled adjusting to high school life; and developed and energized 
the LHS Horticulture program.  Mark earned his Master’s Degree from Kent State University. 
 
 
Christine Riggle, Foreign Language and Computer Teacher, Lakewood High School 
Chris Riggle joined the Lakewood City School Staff at the start of the 2001-2002 school year as a Spanish Teacher 
at the former Emerson Middle School.  After a few years as a foreign language instructor, Chris became the 
computer teacher at Harding Middle School.  For the past few years, Chris has taught Spanish and Computers at 
Lakewood High School where she retires at the end of this school year.  Chris has an undergraduate degree in 
Spanish from Baldwin-Wallace College where she also earned a Master’s Degree in Education. 



 
Suzann Schwartz, Career Technical Paraprofessional, Lakewood High School 
Suzann began with the Lakewood City Schools on October 9, 2001 as a Career Technical Aide at Lakewood High 
School.  After briefly resigning from the Lakewood Schools toward the end of the 2004-2005 school year, our District 
was fortunate to have Suzann return during the following school year, again as a Career Technical Aide at 
Lakewood High School.  In her nearly 15 years with the District, Suzann has said that these years working with 
students have been the most rewarding years of her life, as she “has learned right along with them. 
 
 
Helen Smith, Science Teacher, Lakewood High School 
After working four years at Cleveland State University, where she earned her Bachelor’s Degree in Education, Helen 
Smith joined the District team at the start of the 1983-1984 school year as a science teacher at Harding Middle 
School.  Helen remained a teacher at Harding Middle School until the 1991-1992 school year when she became a 
Science Teacher at Lakewood High School.  While part of the District, Helen assumed many leadership roles 
including President of the Lakewood Teachers Association, High School Science Department Chair, and Resident 
Educator mentor teacher.  Helen also earned her Master’s degree from Cleveland State University.  With 34 years 
of service to Lakewood students, Helen retires from Lakewood High School at the end of this school year but plans 
to continue teaching part-time at the college level. 
 
 
Barbara Stadtler, Head Custodian, Grant Elementary School 
Barb joined our District as a substitute cleaner on December 8, 1986.  Barb became a full time cleaner in 1989 and 
then was appointed Assistant Custodian working at many buildings.  In 1994, Barb became a Head Custodian and 
has worked at many elementary buildings, including Grant, where she will remain until her retirement at the end of 
this year. 
 
 
Kimberlee Ziska, Intervention Specialist, Lakewood High School 
Kim Ziska joined the Lakewood City School District at the start of the 2003-2004 school year after working in both 
private and public schools.  In her Lakewood role, Kim has worked her entire career at Lakewood High School 
teaching students with special needs.  Kim received her undergraduate degree in education from Bowling Green 
State University where she earned licensure in both elementary general education and special education.  Kim has 
a Master’s Degree in Education earned from Michigan’s Marygrove College. 


