	Sample Volunteer Recruitment Letter 


Recruiting volunteers is simple. You ask. Recruiting minorities or men to serve as volunteers just means you target organizations with lots of men and you search out men whom you can ask. Your best recruiters are your current volunteers. They already believe in your program and they have friends, co-workers, and other networks which could be sources of volunteers. 

Following is a template with blanks that a volunteer can fill in to personalize the letter when sending it to a friend, co-worker or college classmate.  (Just tailor this letter to your own tutor/mentor program, and your own experiences as a volunteer, and  you can use it to recruit co-workers, fellow alumni and other members of your faith group to be volunteers).

-----------------------------------------------------------------
Cabrini Connections Volunteer Recruitment letter template: 


Dear______________

I'm writing you to consider joining me as a volunteer with Cabrini Connections, a tutoring/mentoring program that matches adults to work one-on-one with 7th-12th grade students. I have been a volunteer with this program for the last ________ years. The goal of Cabrini Connections is to help students stay in school and prepare to graduate with a plan for their next step - college, trade school, armed forces, etc. - and eventually move into the workforce.

My student __________________ (FIRST NAME), is a _____(YEAR IN SCHOOL) this year. Every (Wednesday or Thursday night) we work on his/her homework, discuss life issues,... (fill in what you do during sessions) and generally have a good time. We also argue, fight and frustrate each other. Through all the ups and downs, we have developed an engaging relationship of trust and growth that brings us, and about 80 other tutor/mentor-student matches, back every week.

One of our June 1999 graduates, (NAME), attended Northern Illinois University and graduated in 2003. Here is what she wrote in 1999 about the value of volunteering:

"I've been a student at Cabrini Connections and now I'm going to college. I feel that if it wasn't for the program and the volunteers, I wouldn't have done as good for myself as I have. Volunteers play a big role in the students' lives by being a mentor, a friend and opening the students' eyes to the things they can achieve. 

I personally encourage you to become a volunteer. There are many youth who need someone in their life to help them succeed. If you join Cabrini Connections, I'll meet you when I visit on my school breaks!"

This year that student will become one of our volunteer tutors!  I hope you will join me this year at Cabrini Connections. Last August there were many students who came consistently to the program every week in the hope that they would eventually be paired with a tutor/mentor. YOU CAN BE THAT TUTOR/MENTOR!


Cabtini Connections meets on Wednesday and Thursday evenings from 6:00-7:45 (you attend one of these days.) The program operates throughout the school year. If you can't make these times, you may want to consider volunteering with the student writing program, the technology club or Innervision Youth Productions, a program in which the students make videos.

If you can't make a weekly commitment, you can donate your skills by helping on a committee. I know the program needs volunteers who will support technology, help build web pages and write newsletters, or who will help organize events like our annual holiday party, the arts/video festival or the year end dinner.  Not everyone can be a one-on-one volunteer, but almost anyone can help these kids connect with mentors and learning experiences in a tutor/mentor program. 

You can read about these and other programs and volunteer opportunities offered by Cabrini Connections by visiting http://www.cabriniconnections.net.

If you would like more information on volunteering, call me at______________ (YOUR PHONE), or call Cabrini Connections, at 312-492-9614. You can also email Cabrini Connections at info@cabriniconnections.net. 

My volunteer experience has made a positive impact on my life. I hope you will consider checking it out.

Sincerely,


Your Buddy
