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Introduction

This guidance is to assist you in identifying children you’re in contact with who are possibly at risk of harm/abuse.  It is to be used when you’re uncertain if a child is at risk of harm/abuse, as an aid to reflect on the child’s circumstances and in supervision.  It is a tool to help you put your concerns into context and identify strengths and resources. If you have any concerns you need to follow your child protection procedures and report your concerns to your Named / Designated Child Protection Person. They will follow up your concerns if necessary.

If you suspect abuse or harm or a criminal offence to a child you must immediately discuss them with your Named/Designated Child Protection Person and make a referral to Children’s Social Care. 

While your main role might not be a child protection one, your involvement with the child / young person and information you have may be crucial in assisting professionals with a child protection role to assess and manage risks to the child/ young person.  

Risk assessment
Even though assessment might not be part of your role, in your contact with the child/young person you may see and hear things that raise concerns for you.  

The 3 tables included below are to be used as tools to assist you in identifying possible concerns and protective factors which might mitigate these concerns. The tables cover risk factors, vulnerabilities and protective factors. 

Some key questions that you may want to ask yourself when doing a risk assessment are: “What is it like to be this child?” and “Is this child safe?” This maintains a clear focus on the child/young person’s unique circumstances. It helps you to better assess the significance of particular factors in a child/young person’s life and their impact on the child/young person’s welfare.

The risk factors should not be ignored. They are an indication that intervention might be needed to ensure the child/young person is safeguarded from harm. It is important to be specific when identifying concerns around risk. 
Below are the tables to help you identify risk factors, vulnerabilities and protective factors. Please identify whether any of these factors exist and comment on their possible impact on the child/young person. 

Child’s Name:________________________________________ 

DoB_________________________

Staff Member’s name:_______________________________

DATE:_______________________
Risk Factors

Risk factors are the factors that are known to heighten the risk to children/young people and may increase the risk of harm.  When considering these factors you need to consider their impact on the child/young person in order to get a fuller picture of what they mean for the child/young person’s safety and well-being.  You might not be able to identify all of them so just complete the ones you are aware of. 
The more risk factors present, or the more serious one single factor is, then the greater the risk of harm.

	risk Factors
	Yes / No
	examples / evidence / impact on the child / young person

	Is the parenting inadequate, for example, neglect - child is often hungry, inappropriately dressed for the weather, not clean, has untreated injuries?


	
	

	Is there domestic violence?


	
	

	Do the parents/carers misuse drugs or alcohol?


	
	

	Do the parents/carers have mental health difficulties?


	
	

	Do the parents/carers have a learning disability?


	
	

	Are the parents teenagers/ young?


	
	

	Do the parents/carers refuse to engage/co-operate?


	
	

	Are the parents/carers hostile/aggressive? 


	
	

	Do the parents/carers threaten violence?


	
	

	Do the parents/carers stop you from seeing the child?


	
	

	Do the parents/carers have unrealistic expectations of their child?


	
	

	Is the child/young person prevented from attending school/nursery?


	
	

	Is there previous abuse or neglect?


	
	

	Has a new partner or another adult moved into the home?


	
	

	Has the child’s behaviour recently changed, for example, they’ve become withdrawn?


	
	

	Does the child have unexplained ‘accidents’/injuries?


	
	

	Does the child act in a sexual way inappropriate to their age?


	
	

	Is the child/young person in emotional or physical distress/pain?


	
	

	Does the child/young person have a sexually transmitted disease? 


	
	

	Is the child/young person engaging in offending behaviour? 


	
	

	Is the child/young person part of a gang?
	
	

	Is the child/young person sexually active?
	
	

	Has the child/young person run away? 


	
	

	Is the child subject to a Child Protection or a Child in Need Plan? 
	
	


Vulnerabilities

Vulnerabilities are any known characteristics or factors in respect of the child/young person that might make them more at risk of harm.  When considering these vulnerabilities you need to consider their impact on the child/young person in order to get a fuller picture of what they mean for the child/young person’s safety and well-being.  You might not be able to identify all of them so just complete the ones you are aware of.
The more vulnerabilities present, or the more serious one single vulnerability is, then the greater the risk of harm.

	Vulnerabilities
	Yes / No
	examples / evidence / impact on the child / young person

	Does the child/young person have learning and/or physical disabilities?


	
	

	Is the child pre-verbal?


	
	

	Does the child/young person have communication difficulties/impairment?


	
	

	Does the child/young person have additional support needs?


	
	

	Is the child/young person isolated, for example, spends a lot of time alone, doesn’t mix with other children? 


	
	

	Has the child/young person had frequent stays in local authority care?


	
	

	Has the child/young person had frequent episodes of running away?


	
	

	Does the child/young person have mental health difficulties?


	
	

	Is the child/young person dependent on/misuse substances? 


	
	

	Has the child/young person threatened to self-harm/commit suicide?


	
	

	Has the child/young person self-harmed/ attempted suicide?


	
	

	Is the family living in poor housing conditions, in poverty?
	
	

	Is the family isolated, experiencing language/cultural barriers? 
	
	


Protective Factors

Protective factors are the factors that are known to assist in reducing risks to children and young people and help to diminish the risk of future harm.  When considering these protective factors you need to consider which risk factors or vulnerabilities they are addressing.  
Protective factors only act to protect the child/young person when there is

evidence to indicate that risk is reduced by their presence. Protective factors

alone do not in themselves counteract risk. You might not be able to identify all of them so just complete the ones you are aware of.

	Protective Factors
	Yes / No
	examples / evidence / impact on the child / young person

	Are there any protective adults in the child’s/young person’s life, for example, an adult the child/young person has a significant relationship with who the child/young person can confide in, youth worker, sports coach, faith leader, teacher, mentor? 


	
	

	Does the child/young person have a supportive extended family?


	
	

	Does the child/young person have support networks, for example, supportive peers, supportive relationships, strong social networks?


	
	

	Are there supportive services in place? 


	
	

	Does the child/young person regularly attend school, for example, at least 90% attendance record?


	
	

	Is the child/young person seen every day by some service, for example, teacher, youth worker, children’s centre staff, after school club staff? 


	
	

	Is the child/young person resilient, for example, is able to ‘bounce back’ from difficulties, doesn’t give up?


	
	

	Does the child/young person demonstrate emotional maturity and social awareness, for example, understanding of the impact of their or other’s actions, able to deal with other’s actions? 


	
	

	Does the child/young person demonstrate personal safety skills, for example, knows where to go for help, has strategies for protecting themselves?


	
	

	Does the child/young person have strong self esteem, for example, is confident, knows what they’re good at, feels good about themselves? 


	
	

	Does the child/young person acknowledge their concerns?


	
	

	Does the child/young person demonstrate keenness to get support?


	
	


Next steps 

Once you have completed these tables discuss them with your Named/Designated Child Protection Person. They will evaluate your information with you.
They will decide what, if any, further action is needed. 
Evaluating the risk factors, vulnerabilities and protective factors

To help you and your Named/Designated Child Protection Person evaluate the information you have use the table below to lay out all the vulnerabilities, risk and 
protective factors identified and their impact on the child.
	risk Factors

& their impact on the child
	Vulnerabilities

& their impact on the child
	Protective Factors

& their impact on the child

	.  

	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Next steps – Named / Designated Child Protection Person

Evaluating the level of risk

To evaluate the level of risk, the following are examples of different levels of risk based on the child’s/young person’s and parent’s/carer’s behaviour/actions. You need to take into account the increased vulnerability of babies and young children: 

Low risk 

	child / young person
	Parents / carers 

	Occasional truanting or school non-attendance
	Parents/carers have relationship difficulties which may affect the child

	Language and communication difficulties
	Children affected by difficult family relationships or bullying

	Slow in reaching developmental milestones
	Inconsistent care, for example, inappropriate child care arrangements 

	Low level mental health or emotional issues requiring intervention
	Young inexperienced parent

	Coming to notice of police through low level offending
	Inconsistent parenting, but development not significantly impaired

	Early onset of sexual activity (13-14).

(any sexual activity of under 13s needs to be referred)
	Lack of response to concerns raised regarding child

	Sexually active (15+) with inconsistent use of contraception
	

	Low level substance misuse (current or historical) 
	

	Poor self esteem
	


Medium risk 

	child / young person
	Parents / carers 

	Short term exclusions or at risk of permanent exclusion, persistent truanting
	History of domestic violence



	Statement of special educational needs
	Risk of relationship breakdown with parent / carer and the child

	Physical and emotional development raising significant concerns
	Parents socially excluded, no access to local facilities

	Chronic/recurring health problems
	Parental learning disability ,parental substance misuse or mental ill health impacting on parent’s ability to meet the needs of the child

	Missed appointments - routine and non-routine
	Parental non compliance

	Under 18 and pregnant

(16 and under pregnancies need to be referred)
	Inconsistent parenting impairing emotional or behavioural development

	Coming to notice of police on a regular basis but not progressed
	Parent provides inconsistent boundaries or responses

	Evidence of regular/frequent drug use which may be combined with

other risk factors
	

	Evidence of escalation of substance use
	

	Mental health issues requiring specialist intervention in the community
	

	Significant low self esteem
	


High risk 

	child / young person
	Parents / carers 

	Chronic school non-attendance, truanting
	No parental support for education

	Permanently excluded, frequent exclusions or no educational provision
	Suspicion of physical, emotional, sexual abuse or neglect

	High level disability
	High levels of domestic violence that put the child at risk

	Serious physical and emotional health problems
	Parents are unable to care for the child

	Failure or rejection to address serious (re)offending behaviour
	Children who need to be looked after outside of their own family

	Is part of a gang
	Parent is unable to meet child’s needs without support

	Complex mental health issues requiring specialist interventions
	Parents unable to manage and risk of family breakdown

	In sexually exploitative relationship
	Parent does not offer good role model e.g. condones antisocial

behaviour

	Frequently go missing from home for long periods
	Forced feeding

	Distorted self image
	Involving the child in parental substance misuse

	Young people with complicated substance problems
	Involving the child in parental psychiatric symptoms, eg, parental delusions focusing on the child, parental eating disorder impacting on the child’s nutrition, parental suicidal ideas

	Young people with complex needs whose issues are exacerbated by

substance use
	

	Suspected child has been trafficked within UK or from abroad, for example, for benefit fraud, sexual exploitation, domestic servitude
	


* For further information on levels of risk please refer to the CAF thresholds document, www.islingtonscb.org.uk under Key Practice Guidance, Related Documents
In deciding the level of risk you need to consider the protective factors:

· Do the protective factors reduce the risk of harm to the child / young person that arise from the combination of risk and vulnerability?

· If so, is this reduction capable of being sustained over a period of time?

Level of risk:

· Low 

· Medium 

· High

If further advice is needed call Islington’s Children’s Services Contact Team on 020-7527-7400.

Outcome of risk assessment:

· No further action needed

· Start a CAF

· Referral to CSC

NAMED PERSON________________________________
DATE____________
Thanks to Edinburgh and Lothian Borders for the use of their Risk Assessment Framework




Risk Assessment:


Multi-agency Practice Guidance
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