	RETIREMENT FUND LAW AT THE ORDER OF ENGINEERS

	PROVISIONS OF THE LAW PUBLISHED ON FEBRUARY 19, 1964 AND AMENDED BY THE DECREE NO. 9805 DATED MAY 14, 1964
ENGINEERS RETIREMENT FUND LAW 
Article 1
A retirement fund is created with each of Beirut and Tripoli Engineers Associations pursuant to the terms of article 52 of the Law on the Practice of the Profession of Engineer and on the Engineers Association published on January 22, 1951. The purpose of the fund is to secure a retirement allowance to Lebanese engineers who have stopped their practice because of age or sickness and, after their death, to their family and in accordance with conditions set in this Law.

Article 2
Any Lebanese member meeting the conditions set in this Law must contribute to the retirement fund of engineers.

Section One - Income of the Fund

Article 3
The fund is supplied by the following income:
1- 30% (thirty per cent) of amounts of the reserve fund available in the Association fund at the date of the publication of this Law.

2- 30% (thirty per cent) of registration taxes and 20% (twenty per cent) of annual taxes collected from the engineers pursuant to article 15 of the Law on the Practice of the Profession of Engineer referred to here above.

3- Donations (gifts, bequest or subscriptions) paid to the fund.

4- Annual contributions of the government to the fund.

5- Amounts that the general assembly decides to allocate in its annual budget to the fund.

6- The annual retirement tax adopted by the general assembly further to a motivated proposal of the fund management committee and approved by the board of the Association, and enforced on all engineers contributing to the fund. This tax is paid before March 1st of each year. 

7- Interests and return on investments of the assets of the fund. 

8- 5% (five per cent) to add to the construction permit tax, to be collected by municipalities for the account of the fund at the moment of delivery of the permit. 

9- 20% (twenty per cent) of the annual income tax effectively paid by the engineer contributing to the retirement fund.

10- 70% (seventy per cent) of the tax on a stamp which issuance has been authorized by the board of the Association and that must imperatively be affixed on the following formalities, carried out by each member of the Association, while the remaining thirty per cent revert to the general fund of the Association:

Value of the stamping Lebanese Piastres

Copies of drawings submitted to public authorities. 25
Fee agreement entered into with the State or individuals reports of experts, technical opinions and complaints filed with the Association. 100
Construction permits. 200
Request for submitted to the board of the Association for the assessment of fees. 100

A proportional stamp valued at one per cent of the assessed amount is affixed on the decision assessing the fees.

Article 4
Management of the fund is carried out by a committee formed of:
1- The president of the Association or his vice-president whenever the president is absent.

2- A member of the board of the Association elected by the board of the Association, for term of office of one year renewable.

3- The president of the Association whose term of office has expired, directly member for a term of office of three years.

4- Three members elected by the board of the Association among the former presidents of the Association, for a term of office of three years.

5- Three members elected by the general assembly among engineers who have been members of the board of the Association for at least three years, for a term of office of three years.

It is permitted to re-elect all the members elected in accordance with paragraphs 4 and 5. 
Each year the term of office of one third of the members elected in accordance with paragraphs 4 and 5 expires, and members whose the term of office expires during the first and the second year following the first election carried out in accordance with this Law are designated by a draw. 
An engineer sentenced by the board of the Association or any other Lebanese court for a crime damaging to the honor or the dignity is not authorized to be member of the committee.

Article 5
The fund management committee elects among its members by secret vote a secretary, a treasurer and an accountant.

Article 6
The fund management committee convenes once every month to examine the accounts of the fund, expenses and income. The president may if need be convoke the committee, and the meeting will be considered valid only in presence of half of its members including the president or his vice-president.

The decisions of the committee are adopted at the majority of the votes of its attending members. In case of equal votes, the president, and whenever he is absent, his vice-president shall have a casting vote.

Article 7
The general assembly elects each year among its members a supervision committee formed of three members whose purpose is to audit the registers and account entry in the books of the fund, and those supervisors may freely have recourse to chartered accountants from outside the Association.

The general assembly may dismiss the members of the committee from their duty if an abusive conduct is proved or if an embezzlement of the assets of the fund occurs.

Article 8
The fund management committee is responsible of the retirement fund under its control, and it takes necessary measures for the collection of its money, their investment, the payment of salaries and subsidies to eligible persons or their interruption pursuant to this Law, and it prepares the annual budget and submits it to the general assembly, via the board of the Association, for approval.

The fund committee must get the approval of the general assembly on all matters of principle.

Article 9
The treasurer can keep in the fund a sum of money not exceeding one thousand Lebanese Pounds for the incidental or urgent matters and can undertake expenditure only by virtue of a decision of the fund committee.

Article 10
The money of the fund is deposited with a bank designated by the fund management committee, and any sum of money can be withdrawn only by virtue of a decision of such committee duly complemented by the signature of the president, and whenever he is absent, his vice-president and the treasurer.

Article 11
The fund management committee prepares established the budget during the month of October of each year and submits it to the ordinary general assembly.

Article 12
The fund management committee under the supervision of the Ministry of Finance, organizes, categorizes and determines the quantity of stamps provided for in this Law, and such stamps may only be sold by virtue of a permit delivered by the fund management committee.

Article 13
Stamps referred to in this Law are subject to general legal provisions with respect to stamp duties as for their obliteration, their counterfeiting, their sale without a permit from the Association, their sale at a price exceeding their value and other infringements.

Article 14
Any member at the age of sixty may request to benefit from a complete retirement allowance if his registration to the table of the Association goes back to at least twenty-five years. And if the number of years since his registration is less then twenty five years, the allowance of retirement that is payable will be a portion of the complete retirement allowance calculated proportionally to the number of years of registration divided by twenty five. The retirements will not be payable if the number of years of registration is less then fifteen years.

Any member whose registration to the table of the Association goes back to at least thirty years may also request to benefit from a complete retirement allowance even if he has not yet reached the age of sixty. Whoever does not contribute to the retirement fund because of the non-fulfillment of the condition of the nationality or others legal conditions for the contribution, may contribute to the fund, if the cause disappears, by selecting one of the two following solutions:
a- He will be considered as contributing to the fund from the date of acceptance of his contribution and in this event all the terms provided in article 14 will start from the date of his effective participation to the fund instead of the date of his registration to the table of the Association.

b- He will be deemed as a contributing to the fund from the date of his registration to the table of the Association, and in this event:

1- He must pay all outstanding taxes with their legal interest at a compounded rate of 9%, considering that the annual tax for the year during which the member contributes to the retirement fund is deemed applicable for all previous outstanding years. 

2- He is not entitled to retire before fifteen years at least have elapsed since his effective contribution to the retirement fund.

Article 15
The monthly retirement allowance is determined during the ordinary general assembly upon a proposal of the fund management committee and following the approval of the board of the Association.

Article 16
Any engineer contributing to the retirement fund suffering from a permanent disease or incapacity preventing him from practicing his profession of engineer, can, upon his request, benefit from a proportional retirement allowance in accordance with what is determined in article 14, if the number of years since his registration to the table of the Association goes back to fifteen years at least.

Article 17
Whoever does not pay to the Association fund or to the retirement fund his outstanding taxes, shall not be entitled to a retirement allowance. 

All unpaid taxes are increased from the date of their maturity by the legal interest at a compounded rate of 9%.

Article 18
The retirement allowance of which the deceased engineer was benefiting, or the retirement allowance of which the deceased engineer would have been entitled to had it been liquidated at the date of the death according to the proportions determined in article 14 of this Law without taking into account conditions related to the age, such allowance passes to his family in accordance with the provisions of the following articles. And are deemed eligible among the members of the family of the deceased:
1- His spouse or spouses

2- His legitimate children, his recognized children and his children adopted ten years at least before the retirement, among who males under eighteen years old and females under twenty one years old.

3- The father and the mother, if they have no support other than the deceased engineer.

Article 19
The following allowances shall be granted to the beneficiaries of the family of the deceased engineer:
1- To the spouse or spouses, one third of the allowance of the deceased equitably allocated between them. 

2- To children whatever is their number, one third of the allowance of the deceased equitably allocated between them. 

3- To each of the father and the mother, part of the twelfth of the retirement allowance.

Article 20
The widow of the engineer loses her right to the retirement allowance by the death or by the marriage, and her share reverts on equal shares to her eligible children, and in the event that there would not be any, her share reverts to the retirement fund.

The male children under eighteen lose their right by the death or by the completion of
their eighteenth year. If they are unable to work, by the disappearance of such inability. If they pursue their studies, by the completion of such studies or by the completion of their twenty-third year.

Female children lose their right by their death, by the completion of their twenty-third year or by the marriage. If they are unable to work, by the disappearance of such inability. If they pursue their studies, by the completion of such studies or by the completion of their twenty-eighth year.

The share of the child who loses his right reverts to the retirement fund.

The father and the mother lose their right by the death, and the share of the deceased one reverts to the other one still alive, and at the death of both, their shares revert to the retirement fund. 

The death of one of the beneficiaries of the retirement allowance before the allowance becomes payable, does not deprive the other beneficiaries from the share that would have reverted to the deceased had his death occurred after the retirement allowance became payable.

Article 21
The fund management committee can, in some specific circumstances, decide to allocate a monthly or lump annuity to a disabled member or to the heir of one of the deceased member after such member had lost his right for an allowance. 

The board of the Association must in this case ratify the decision of the committee.

Article 22
The requests for allowances or annuity must be submitted in writing to the president
of the Association who passes them to the fund committee.

Article 23
The fund committee may rule on the fulfillment of the conditions for retirement, and it must motivate its decision of acceptance or rejection and set the maturity date. The board of the Association must ratify such decision, provided that it does not exceed a two months period from the date of the submission of the request.

The retirement allowance is liquidated after ascertaining its maturity and from the date of such maturity, and it is paid only upon request of the engineer and the beneficiaries among its family.

Article 24
The retirement allowance is non-assignable and privileged from seizure since it is earmarked to guarantee the minimum income, unless its holder is not obliged to pay an allowance to its ascendants, descendants, spouse or spouses. In such case, it is possible to seize part of the allowance only up to half.

Article 25
If the beneficiaries reside outside Lebanon, the retirement allowance is paid according to international regulations applicable in similar situations.

Article 26
Must refund amounts illegally received, whoever has unduly cashed all or part of a retirement allowance, or continues to cash a salary to whom it was assigned and who has thereafter lost the right. And the Association may initiate criminal procedures.

Article 27
It is forbidden to the retired engineer:
1- To register or to renew his registration at a foreign or Lebanese Engineers Association.

2- To practice as engineer, and more generally to perform any act likely to compete with his colleagues or harm them, however he may propose only to his colleagues, and further to their request, technical consultations by virtue of a special authorization from the fund management committee following the agreement of the board of the Association.

3- To undertake any acts incompatible with the dignity of the engineer.

4- To execute any other work without informing the president of the Association and without getting a prior authorization from the fund management committee.

Any breach of the above, entails for the offender the loss of his right to the allowance as long as the above-mentioned acts continue.

Any engineer, who would have cashed an allowance despite his non-compliance with the conditions provided in this article, must reimburse to the retirement fund the amounts unduly received.

Article 28
The retired engineer may practice a profession for a limited renewable term by virtue of a special authorization from the fund management committee, and following the approval of the board of the Association. In this case, the retirement allowance will no longer be paid during such term.

Article 29
Any retired engineer must comply as any other engineer member of the Association all laws, regulations and decisions of the Associations, however he is exempted from the payment of the annual taxes. Any infringement entails for the offender the loss of his right to the allowance as long as the infringement continues.

Engineers incurring disciplinary or judicial sentences of a temporary prohibition to practice are not deprived from the right to retirement. Engineers that are struck out of the table of the Association are deprived from the right to retirement, and amounts that they have disbursed are deemed vested rights.

Article 30
Any dispute would arise between the fund management committee and holders of a retirement allowance with respect to the enforcement of the provisions of this Law, is submitted to the board of the Association that rules in first authority, and to which do not take part members that participate in the fund management committee, except for the president of the Association and his vice-president. The decision of the board of the Association may be challenged pursuant to article 37 of the Law on the Exercise of the Profession of Engineer and on the Engineers Association.

Article 31
It is forbidden under any circumstances to spend more than 80% of the annual income of the retirement fund, and the rest is kept as reserve fund.

If the rate of 80% of the income of the fund is not enough to pay all charges of the fund, retirement expenditure are reduced proportionally to the available amounts, and the beneficiaries who will cash amounts less then the due amounts further to what precedes, can not bring suit against the fund or thereafter turn on against the fund when its resources increase.

Article 32
The fund management committee is entitled to conduct directly or through one of its members or any other person that it delegates to this purpose, any investigations related to the applicant for retirement allowance, allocation and indemnification.

Article 33
All formalities of the fund are exempted from taxes and duties.

Article 34
The fund management committee sets in co-operation with the board of Association an internal regulation for the implementation of this Law.

Section Two - Temporary Provisions

Article 35
Until it becomes possible to meet the legal retirement conditions related to the duration of the registration at the table of the Association according to the provisions of this Law, and until maximum the end of the year 1967, the engineer contributing to the retirement fund benefits from a fixed retirement allowance according to the following:

The aggregate of the retirement allowance, if his registration at the table of the Association goes back to sixteen years without interruption, and if the number of year is less than sixteen years, the retirement to which he is entitled will be part of the total retirement calculated proportionally on basis of one-sixteenth of his registration years, and the retirement does not become due if the number of years of registration is less than eight years and provided that he is sixty years old and that he establishes that he has practiced as engineer in Lebanon during at least twenty five years, after having been graduated, and the computation of this duration starts from his registration at the table of the Association to which is added the duration of the practice before 1952 and without prejudice to provisions of article 17 of this Law. And according to the same basis, the heirs of the engineer also benefit from these provisions, without the need to meet the condition of the age and pursuant to articles 18 and 19 of this Law.

Article 36
This Law comes into force from its publication in the Official Gazette.
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