Assessment 3: Ability to Plan Instruction Assessment – Making Connections Comprehensive Unit Plan
1. Description and Use
Secondary Teacher Education Program candidates, level 6-12, prepare required (unit) lesson plans to use in the classroom as part of Methodology courses prior to practica and student teaching. Assessment of the Secondary Teacher Education Program’s Making Connections Comprehensive Unit Plan format occurs in EDUC 402 METHODS, MODELS AND STRATEGIES FOR TEACHING MATHEMATICS IN HIGH SCHOOL, EDUC 403 METHODS, MODELS AND STRATEGIES FOR TEACHING SCIENCE IN HIGH SCHOOL, EDUC 404 METHODS, MODELS AND STRATEGIES FOR TEACHING ENGLISH IN HIGH SCHOOL , EDUC 405 METHODS, MODELS AND STRATEGIES FOR TEACHING SOCIAL STUDIES IN HIGH SCHOOL , and EDUC 406  METHODS, MODELS AND STRATEGIES FOR TEACHING MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES IN HIGH SCHOOL. 
Making Connections is a Louisiana Department of Education standardized lesson plan format which can be adapted to an entire unit of instruction and to individual content areas. The comprehensive nature of the Making Connections unit plan facilitates the transition to a plethora of lesson plan formats found in the Professional Development schools where student teaching and practicum courses occur, and area school systems where many candidates are eventually employed. The required lesson plan format can be found in Attachment A (Assessment 3, Attachment A: Secondary (Sec. 4) Making Connections Lesson Plan Template). Consistency across instructional planning is ensured through the Making Connections lesson plan rubric (Assessment 3, Attachment B: Secondary (Sec. 4) Making Connections Lesson Plan Rubric). The criteria used in the assessment rubric have been aligned with BCOE, LCET, and INTASC standards.
Data for this assessment on candidates’ ability to effectively plan for instruction relative to the standard alignment are positive and can be found in Attachment C. Data indicate that all candidates exceed minimum expectations, but room for improvement is indicated by lower scores in the areas of Accommodations/Modifications, Explorations and Extensions, and Technology Usage. Individual feedback on strengths and weaknesses was provided to aid candidates in their growth and development.
2. Alignment of  SPA Standards to Lesson Plan Assessment

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


3. Analysis of Data Findings

4. Interpretation of Data as Evidence of Meeting Standards

 Assessment 3, Attachment A: Secondary (Sec. 4) 

Making Connections Lesson Plan Template
	Title

	Provide the complete lesson title.

	     

	Primary Subject Area

	List the primary content area for this lesson.

	     

	Grade Level

	List the beginning and ending grade levels for which this lesson is appropriate.

	     

	Overview

	Provide a brief, but complete, overview of the lesson.  The overview should provide the reader with a description of the lesson’s content and relationship to the Louisiana Content Standards.  Additionally the overview will be used by the Making Connections search engine to locate a lesson through a keyword search; it is, therefore, important to place all critical terms relating to the lesson with in the overview.

	     

	Approximate Duration

	State the approximate time frame for this lesson.  Example: 2 fifty minute class periods

	     

	Louisiana Framework

	All Making Connections lesson plans are linked to the Louisiana Content Standards.  List the Content Standards, and Benchmarks that may be linked to this lesson.  Information on the Louisiana Framework may be located at http://www.doe.state.la.us/DOE/asps/home.asp?I=CONTENT.

	· Content Standards

	     

	· Benchmarks

	     

	· Grade-Level Expectations (GLEs)
NOTE: Only list GLEs for lessons with a primary subject area of English Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, or Social Studies.

	     

	Interdisciplinary Connections

	Provide a listing of the subject area(s) and content standards (in addition to the primary subject area) that are incorporated this lesson.

	     

	Educational Technology Standards

	All Making Connections lesson plans are linked to the Louisiana K-12 Educational Technology Standards.  List the standards and performance indicators that are addressed by the activities within this lesson.  The Louisiana K-12 Educational Technology Standards may be located at http://www.doe.state.la.us/DOE/LCET/curric/cats.asp.  

	     

	Objectives

	Objectives should define what students will know and be able to do.

Enter each learning objective using numbered bullets beginning with the words “The student will…” or “The learner will …”

	     

	Lesson Materials and Resources

	List all materials and resources (exclusive of technology tools) that are needed by the student or the teacher to execute the lesson.   Materials and resources may include physical resources (e.g. books, manipulatives, supplies, etc) and/or people resources (e.g. guest speakers, librarian, etc.).

	     


	Technology Tools and Materials

	List all forms of technology tools and resources that will be used in the teaching of the lesson.  The list should include any (1) hardware (e.g. computers, digital cameras, calculators, electronic microscopes, scanners, video camera), (2) software (e.g. name of particular application software), (3) web sites, or (4) other technology tools that are used by the student and/or teacher in the course of the lesson.

	     

	Background Information

	Describe, in narrative form, what the students should know and be able to do prior to this lesson.  Include both content knowledge and technology skills.

	     

	Lesson Procedures

	Enter the lesson procedures using numbered bullets.  The procedures should clearly describe the sequence of learning activities and should identify where and how all materials, technology tools, and reproducible materials/handouts are utilized in the lesson.  NOTE: When submitting a lesson for publication to the Making Connections site, keep in mind that the lesson will serve as a model. Be very precise when explaining the teacher and student tasks during the learning activities.

	     

	Assessment Procedures

	Identify and describe all assessment procedures used for identifying the degree to which students have achieved the objectives of the lesson.  Assessment should be ongoing and should include both formal and informal opportunities.  Assessment should inform instruction.

	     

	Accommodations/Modifications

	Identify and describe some of the accommodations/modifications that can be made to the lesson so that students with exceptional needs can more fully participate in the lesson.

	     

	Reproducible Materials

	List the names of all handouts that are provided for use with the lesson.

	     

	Explorations and Extensions

	Briefly list and describe activities/learning opportunities that might be used by individual students to expand the understanding of concepts or development of skills introduced in the lesson.

	     

	Lesson Development Resources

	List all resources used by the teacher to create this lesson.  Resources could include books, journals, magazines, web sites, school/public library resources, outside experts, etc.  Where appropriate, resources should be listed in APA style. 
TIP: The Citation Machine located at http://www.landmark-project.com/citation_machine/cm.php will help to format the citations for your resources. Enter the appropriate information, then copy and paste the citation into the Lesson Development Resource text box to the left. This web tool was created by David Warlick of The Landmark Project.

	     

	Reflections

	Use this component to provide any insights you gained after teaching the lesson to your students.

	

	     

	Contact Information

	Contact information will list your name, school/organization, and e-mail address.

	     


Assessment 3,Attachment B: Secondary (sec.4)
Making Connections Lesson Plan Rubric 
Lesson Plan Title:  ___________________________________________________________    

Subject Area:  ______________________________________________________________ 

Grade Level:  _______________________________________________________________

Submitted By:  ______________________________________________________________


Reviewed By:  ______________________________________________________________ 

The criteria listed in this rubric can be used to evaluate standards-based, technology-rich lesson plans.
	Element
	0 points
	1 point
	2 points
	3 points
	Item

Point(s)
	Comments

	Content

	Curriculum 

and 

Standards
	The lesson is not focused on a content area. The lesson provides no connection to local curriculum and/or state content standards.  
	The lesson is loosely focused on a content area. The lesson provides some/limited connection to local curriculum and/or state content standards.
	The lesson is focused on a content area.  The lesson provides clear connections to local curriculum and/or state content standards/benchmarks in some, but not all major phases of the lesson plan.  The target audience is defined.
	The lesson is tightly focused on a content area.  The lesson provides significant and clear connections to local curriculum and/or state content standards/benchmarks in all major phases of the lesson plan.  The target audience is clearly defined.
	
	

	Objectives

(Objectives should define what students will know and be able to do.)
	The objective(s) is (are) imprecise or unclear or written in terms of teacher behavior, rather than student behavior.
	Some of the objectives are clear and some are not.  Not all objectives are stated in terms of student behavior.
	Each objective is stated in terms of student behavior; identifies the learning that will take place; and is measurable and observable.
	Each objective is stated in terms of student behavior; identifies the learning that will take place; and is measurable and observable.  At least 1 objective addresses higher order thinking skills.
	
	

	Procedures/Activities

	Introductory Activities

(Introductory activities set the stage for learning by providing background information about the topic to help orient investigations.)
	The lesson is void of any introductory (i.e. initiation/set) activities
	The lesson introduction is somewhat disconnected from the objectives and distracts students from the learning.
	Opening activities set the stage for the lesson and are connected to the stated objectives, but lack in motivational or “bridging” value.
	Opening activities are relevant to the objective and provide a creative and motivating background in which to begin the lesson.  There is an opportunity for active student participation and a bridge between new and old learning.
	
	

	Learning 

Activities
	Activities are disconnected and not focused on the objective.
	Activities are connected to the objective but disconnected from one another.
	All activities are aligned with the objective(s), build upon each other, are appropriately paced, and developmentally appropriate.  
	All activities are aligned with the objective(s), build upon each other, are appropriately paced, and developmentally appropriate.  The activities are engaging, creative, and innovative. 
	
	


	Element
	0 points
	1 point
	2 points
	3 points
	Item

Point(s)
	Comments

	Student Centered

(The course of instruction responds to student needs and interests, and students can make key decisions regarding their learning.)
	The lesson is not appealing to the student.  There is no evidence of student choice or flexibility in pace, topic, resources, or end product.
	The lesson is relevant and appealing, but student choice and flexibility are limited.
	The lesson is relevant and appealing. There is evidence of instructional flexibility or accommodation of students’ interests and learning modes.
	The lesson is relevant and appealing.  It supports student choice and encourages students to be creative.  At least one section is open-ended allowing students to take responsibility for their learning.
	
	

	Collaboration
	Direct or whole-group instruction dominates learning experiences.

Collaboration is not supported.
	Collaborative learning allows only a few students to develop teamwork, communication, and problem solving skills.
	Collaborative learning allows most/many students to develop teamwork, communication, and problem solving skills.
	Collaborative learning allows all students opportunities to develop teamwork, communication, problem-solving skills, and reflection.


	
	

	Concluding Activities

(Concluding activities re-examine the important points of the lesson.)
	The lesson contains no closure.
	Closing activities are poorly developed and done primarily by the teacher.
	Closing activities are relevant to the objective and provide a clear opportunity to conduct a final check for understanding, but are done by the teacher.
	Closing activities are relevant to the objective and provide a clear opportunity to conduct a final check for understanding.  Students are active participants.
	
	

	Technology Integration

	Integration of Technology into the Lesson Plan

(Does technology support instructional activity? Technology is used as a tool to compliment learning activities.)
	Technology is not included. 
	The inclusion of technology is clearly an "add-on,” not complimenting the learning activities.
	Technology is integrated into the lesson to improve the quality of student work and/or presentation.
	A variety of technology is integrated appropriately throughout the lesson in a manner that enhances the effectiveness of the lesson and the learning of the student.
	
	

	State K-12 Educational Technology Standards
	The lesson provides no connection to the state technology standards and performance indicators.
	The lesson provides little connection to the state technology standards and performance indicators.
	The lesson provides significant and clear references to the state technology standards and performance indicators.
	Emphasis on the technology standards and performance indicators are clearly seen through the major components of the lesson plan.
	
	

	Evaluation

	Assessment

(Assessment opportunities are ongoing and inform students)
	Opportunities for student assessment are not provided.
	Assessment opportunities are loosely identified and make limited connections to the Louisiana Content Standards and lesson objective(s).
	Assessment opportunities are identified and require students to apply knowledge or demonstrate understanding of Louisiana Content Standards.  Provide limited evidence that students have achieved the lesson objective(s).
	Assessment opportunities are clearly identified and require students to critique, assess, and/or draw conclusions as they relate to the Louisiana Content Standards. Provide clear evidence that students have achieved the lesson objective(s).
	
	

	Methods for Measuring Student Achievement

(Methods should include both formal and informal tools)
	None included.
	Limited to paper and pencil tests.
	At least one non-paper and pencil method of measuring student achievement is included.  (i.e.  experiments, written or oral reports, demonstrations, projects, multimedia presentation, concept mapping, journals, portfolios)
	Two or more non-paper and pencil methods of measuring student achievement are included. 

(i.e. experiments, written or oral reports, demonstrations, projects, multimedia presentation, concept mapping, journals, portfolios)
	
	


	Element
	0 points
	1 point
	2 points
	3 points
	Point(s)
	Comments

	Overall Instructional Design

	Lesson Materials and Resources

(Materials and resources- exclusive of technology tools- that are needed by the student or the teacher to execute the lesson.)   
	Materials necessary for both student and teacher use are not listed.
	A sketchy list of student and teacher materials is provided.  Worksheets are described, but not downloadable.
	Materials necessary for both the student and the teacher to complete the lesson are listed.  Worksheets and reproducible materials are available for immediate download from the lesson site.
	All necessary materials are identified.  It is clear what materials are referenced in the lesson (e.g. rather than saying “the handout,” it is referred to by name.
	
	

	Accommodations/ Modifications

(Accommodations generally do not change the information, amount of information learned, or the performance criteria.

Modifications include changes in instructional level, content, and performance criteria.)
	Individual needs of students are not addressed.  The lesson does not contain a modification for students from special populations.


	Limited diversity of learning strategies that does not enable all students to attain learning objectives.  

The lesson modification(s) is/are not well articulated and is/are minimal in application and conception.
	Evidence of diverse learning strategies that meet the needs of students enabling them to attain the learning objectives.

The lesson includes at least one modification for students from special populations.
	Learning experiences are appropriate to objectives, content, and developmentally appropriate for all students to experience success. 

The lesson includes modifications for students from special populations.
	
	

	Explorations and Extensions
	Exploration and extension activities have not been identified for this lesson.
	Exploration and extension activities are suggested, but have not been developed.
	Exploration and extension activities are identified and described.
	Exploration and extension activities challenge students to further investigate and/or apply selected standards in new and different ways.
	
	

	Lesson Development Resources

(Resources used by the teacher to create this lesson.  I.e. books, journals, magazines, web sites, school/public library resources, outside experts, etc.)  
	Resources and links have not been identified for this lesson.
	Resources and links have been identified, however they have not been placed in APA format.
	Resources and links have been identified, placed in APA format, and all of the links are active.
	A rich variety of resources are identified and used in the lesson.  A bibliography of sources and resources is provided.
	
	

	Ease of Use
	The scope of the lesson is flawed in at least one of the following ways:  the time frame is too demanding; it is too limited; it is too extensive and appears to be a series of lessons rather than a single lesson; it is too expensive or specialized for general use.
	The scope of the lesson is challenging because it is time intensive and materials intensive.
	The scope of the lesson appears to be manageable in a typical classroom of the targeted grade level and subject, but it has not been tested and used with students.
	The scope of the lesson is manageable in a typical classroom of the targeted grade level and subject.  The lesson has been tested and used with students, and the teacher has provided reflective comments about his/her experiences.
	
	

	TOTAL SCORE


	
	
	
	
	
	


Scoring

The lesson plan rubric is a tool for (1) building stronger standards-based, technology-rich lessons, and (2) evaluating lessons that are submitted to the Making Connections database.  The characteristics described in each cell of the column with heading “3 points” are target points for all lessons.  A strong lesson should receive minimum total score of 36.   

* For purposes of the Making Connections project, a score of “0” or “1” in any one category would require a modification be made before the lesson would be placed on the site for public use.

RESOURCES:

The Teachers' Guild.  Master's Search Contest Entry Evaluation Rubric.  [Online] Available http://www.classroom.net/edsoasis/TGuild/MsRubric.html, June 2002.






