Questionnaire for Apex Cooperative Organizations
Implementation of General Assembly resolution 62/128
on cooperatives in social development
The General Assembly, in its resolution 62/128, requested the Secretary-General, in consultation with Member States and the relevant international organizations, to consider effective ways and means of raising public awareness of the overall socio-economic impact of cooperatives, including the desirability and the feasibility of proclaiming an International Year of Cooperatives, and to report thereon to the General Assembly (paragraph 8).

To meet this request, we are sending the attached questionnaire. Responses to this questionnaire will be used as input to the Secretary-General’s Report on the desirability and feasibility of an International Year of Cooperatives to be submitted to the 64th session of the General Assembly in 2009.  Also attached is a background note which gives a brief overview of the global cooperative movement. 
An electronic version of this questionnaire is available online at:

http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/social/cooperatives/survey.html
	           Please submit your completed questionnaire at your earliest convenience, 

           but not later than 2 February 2009 to: 
           Ms. Felice Llamas

           United Nations

           Division for Social Policy and Development, 
           Department for Economic and Social Affairs, 

           DC2-1348, Two United Nations Plaza, 
           New York, NY 10017
           U.S.A.

           telephone: +1.212.963.2924, fax: +1.212.963.0111, llamas@un.org



Name of Apex Organization:      __________________________________________

Number of Member Cooperatives:        ____________________________________

Address and email:               
       ____________________________________

              
       ____________________________________

Country Base:
            
       ____________________________________

QUESTION 1.
Do cooperatives play an important role in the socio-economic development of the countries where you are located?
[  ]
YES



[  ]
NO       

QUESTION 2.
Specify the economic sectors where your cooperatives are most active.

Rank by importance, 1=highest importance.

[  ]
Agriculture

[  ]
Housing


[  ]
Fisheries

[  ]
Insurance


[  ]
Finance/Banking
[  ]
Tourism

[  ]
Consumer/retail          [  ]
Workers


[  ]
Health


[  ]
Others, please specify   ____________


[  ]
Manufacturing

[  ]
Others, please specify   ____________

QUESTION 3.
Prioritize the following topics that you believe are relevant to the promotion of cooperatives (Circle your priority 1 = High, 2 = Medium and 3 = Low priority)

Circle your choice of priority (1=Highest)


Circle 

a) Cooperatives promote socio economic development  =>     1        2      3
b) Cooperatives help ensure food security       

 =>     1        2      3
c) Cooperatives help in poverty reduction     

 =>     1        2      3

d) Cooperatives help generate employment     

 =>     1        2      3

e) Cooperatives improve gender equality             
 =>     1        2      3

f) Cooperatives provide accessible financial services
=>     1        2      3

g) Cooperatives provide livelihoods for the poor     
 =>     1        2      3

h) Cooperatives promote rural enterprises     

 =>     1        2      3
i) Cooperatives provide accessible health services
 =>     1        2      3

j) others:_____________________________   

 =>     1        2      3

k) others:_____________________________   

 =>     1        2      3

QUESTION 4.

What issues or challenges do cooperatives face?                 

                      (Rank, 1 = highest importance, etc)
a) Legislative reforms on cooperatives 


=>     1        2      3
b) governance issues: accountability to members 
=>     1        2      3
c)  regulation of cooperatives



=>     1        2      3
d)   need for training and human resource development
=>     1        2      3
e) access to credit 




=>     1        2      3
f)   public awareness & membership growth

=>     1        2      3
g)  Others 1: __________________


=>     1        2      3
h)   Others 2: __________________


=>     1        2      3

QUESTION 5.
What other specific challenges do cooperatives face?


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

Q5.A. What are the specific contributions of cooperatives to your country’s socio-economic development?


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

QUESTION 6.
Is there a need for a global effort to promote cooperatives and raise awareness on the role of cooperatives in socio-economic development?

 [  ]
YES




[  ]
NO


How could cooperative organizations further promote cooperatives as an economic development strategy

at the national level:  _____________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
at the international level:  ___________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
QUESTION 7.
Will your organization support a proclamation of an International Year of Cooperatives in 2011 to promote cooperatives and raise awareness on their role in socio-economic development?

[  ]
YES




[  ]
NO


QUESTION 8.

What forms of support doe your Government provide to cooperatives, e.g. training and capacity building, etc? 
__________________________________________________________________    


__________________________________________________________________

QUESTION 9.

Are laws in your country conducive to the formation and growth of cooperatives?


[  ]
YES
[If “YES”, please go to Question 10]

        
[  ]
NO

Q 9. A.   If “NO”, how could laws be improved to promote cooperatives?

__________________________________________________________________    


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

QUESTION 10 .
What challenges do your financial cooperatives (credit, savings, insurance) face in your country?


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

QUESTION 11.

Is there a need to promote financial cooperatives in your country?

[  ]
YES


[  ]
NO
[If “NO”, go to Question 12]

Q11.A  If “YES”, how do you intend to promote financial cooperatives in your country? 

 
__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

QUESTION 12 .
Are financial cooperative banks/credit unions subject to specific regulations different from commercial banks?
[  ]   
YES


 [  ]
NO

Are insurance cooperatives subject to specific regulations different form insurance companies?

[  ]   
YES


 [  ]
NO

QUESTION 13.

Do Cooperatives help in ensuring food security in your country?

        
[  ]
YES


[  ]
NO
[If “NO”, please go to Question 14]

Q13.A
If “YES”, how?

__________________________________________________________________    


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

QUESTION 14.

What are some of the challenges cooperatives face related to the production and distribution of food.  Do Governments support cooperative development to address the current food security crisis?

__________________________________________________________________    


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

QUESTION 15.
Do cooperatives contribute in providing social protection to members?


[  ]
YES
        
[  ]
NO

QUESTION 16.
Do you have cooperatives that specifically encourage the participation of the following social groups?

1.  women

        
[  ]
YES
[  ]
NO



2.  youth

        
[  ]
YES
[  ]
NO



3.  persons with disabilities    
[  ]
YES
[  ]
NO



4.  older persons
        
[  ]
YES
[  ]
NO



5.  indigenous peoples
        
[  ]
YES
[  ]
NO


QUESTION  16 .
Does your Organisation collect data on cooperatives? 


[  ]
YES
        
[  ]
NO
Is data collected in all sectors?  How is data used? 
________________________________________________________________    


__________________________________________________________________

Q16.B  Please provide the following data, by sector, if available:


a.  number of registered cooperatives          _______________


b.  number of registered members               _______________


c.  total asset size                                         US$ ___________

Contact information for source of data:  ______________________________

This completes the questionnaire. Thank you.
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