
Child Care Subsidy Fact Sheet

Buffalo’s children remain the third-poorest in the nation among cities 

with populations greater than 245,000; 48.9% of children in Buffalo 

lived in poverty in 2015. 

The facilitated enrollment subsidy supports families that fall through 

the cracks and make too much money to qualify for child care subsidies 

(below 200% FPL) but can still barely afford child care, to keep them in 

the workforce. 

Access to child care assistance allows families to better focus on their 

job responsibilities and performance thereby increasing their work 

hours, advancing their positions and ultimately earning more. 

In order to support the economic growth Buffalo is experiencing, we need 

people ready and able to work.  Child care is a barrier to working for many 

low-income families. People are forced to turn down jobs due to their 

inability to secure child care.

For every $1.00 spent on child care, nearly $2.00 of activity is generated 

in the local economy. 

An estimated 262,000 to 427,000 additional mothers would be 

employed if a federal policy provided child care subsidies for all working 

families with children age 3 and under earning at or below 200% FPL. 
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85% of a child’s brain development, which includes the child’s intellect and 

social skills, develops before age 5. 

Access to high-quality early childhood programs have long lasting positive 

effects including: greater school success, higher graduation rates, lower 

juvenile crime and lower adolescent pregnancy rates.      They also 

experience fewer anxiety or impulse control issues, fewer arrests, less 

drug use, and higher future earnings. 
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In 2014, only 17% of NYS families 
eligible for child care subsidies 
received them. 
According to federal regulations 
set forth by the DHS 
Administration for Children and 
Families, families should be 
paying a maximum of 7% of their 
income towards child care costs. 
In Erie County, center-based child 
care for an infant costs $12,792 
per year, while a year of tuition at 
a public college only costs 
$6,470.22.
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