NAIFA Webinar – Understanding Social Security Benefits 
Presented by Vonda VanTil, Public Affairs Specialist

Wednesday, January 28, 2015

Question and Answer Report

Retirement and Spouses Questions

Q. Can wife and husband file and suspend at the same time if they are both in FRA so they can get both of each other 1/2 retirement?
A. No. One has to file on their own record in order for the other one to be able to restrict their application to spouses only. The only time they can both restrict their applications to spouse’s benefits only on each other is if they’re divorced, and the divorce took place at least two years ago. If divorced, husband can restrict application at full retirement age to receive 50% of ex-wife’s record and ex-wife can restrict her application to just spouse’s benefits on ex-husband’s record. Neither one has filed on their own. Both will file on their own at full retirement age to receive the delayed retirement credits. However, you cannot do that if still married.

http://www.socialsecurity.gov/retire2/applying6.htm#a0=1
Q. Can a full retirement person file and suspend and file for spousal benefits on the spouse who is recieving ssi benefit and she is 64?  Is their a cap of the amount that the benefit recieved by the person who filed and suspend?
A. Yes, if the person who wants to file and suspend is full retirement age, and that person’s spouse is collecting a Social Security benefit (doesn’t matter how old they are, just that they’ve filed). I am assuming you meant to say the spouse is receiving Social Security benefits. Because SSI is completely different and has nothing to do with Social Security. There is no cap; the dollar amount for the spouse’s benefit is completely dependent on the worker’s earnings record.

http://www.socialsecurity.gov/retire2/applying6.htm
Q.  If my spouse is older than I am, can I file and suspend when they are 66 so that she can collect a spousal benefit even though I will be 64 at that time? The intention is for both of us to wait until 70 to collect our individual benefit.
A. No, you cannot file and suspend unless you are full retirement age. 
http://www.socialsecurity.gov/retire2/applying6.htm#a0=1
Q. Does one need to be at FRA to get the 1/2 of the workers retirement?
A. Yes, the only time you receive exactly 50% of your spouse’s full benefit is if you wait until you’re full retirement age to file. Check out the link below which is a great spouse’s calculator.

spouses calculator
Q. IF A SPOUSE FILES FOR BENEFITS AT AGE 62 AND THEIR SPOUSE IS 63, WHAT WILL THE BENEFIT BE BASED ON?
A. Let’s say the 62 year old is the wife and the 63 year old is the husband. The husband has to file in order for the wife to collect anything on his record. So, if he filed at 63, he would receive a reduced benefit, it would be approximately 80%. The wife can file on his record when she is 62 and she would receive 70% of half of his full retirement benefit, not what he is currently receiving. The link below is a spouses calculator which will provide the exact percentage for the spouse based on the month and year that she wants to begin collecting.

Spouse’s calculator
Q. My husband gets Social Security. I am 63 and working. I am planning to take my own Social Security at age 70. Can I collect on his record until I am 70?
A. No, because you are only 63 years old, you can’t just file for spouses benefits. You can only do that if you wait until you’re full retirement age. If you filed now, you would be subject to the annual earnings limit of $15,720 and you have to file for retirement on your own record first.

http://www.socialsecurity.gov/retire2/applying6.htm
Q. If an individual files at 70 years old, does the spouse collect 50% of age 70 benefits or 50% of full retirement benefits?
A. The spouse collects 50% of the worker’s full retirement age amount, not the monthly benefit amount that includes delayed retirement credits. However, a widow is eligible for the amount which includes the delayed retirement credits.

http://www.socialsecurity.gov/retire2/yourspouse.htm#a0=0
Q. I didn't quite understand the situation of a husband, for example, who starts SS at age 62 and the wife waits until her FRA and files for a spousal benefit, does she get 1/2 of what he's getting or what he would have been etting if he'd waited tilhis FRA?  
A. Because the wife is FRA and is restricting her application to just spouse’s benefits, she is eligible for 50% of her husband’s full benefit, not what he’s actually receiving.

http://www.socialsecurity.gov/retire2/applying6.htm#a0=0
Q. If my wife takes a reduced retirement benefit at 63 and subsequently files for a spousal benefit  at 66 is it a reduced benefit? 
A. Yes, it is reduced because she took the retirement portion early. 
Q. Can a spouse wait to 70 and collect more than 50% of their spouses FRA benefit? 
A. No, the spousal rate is 50% at full retirement age, it does not go up if the spouse waits beyond FRA.
http://www.socialsecurity.gov/retire2/applying6.htm#a0=0
Q. Can we access to some of the benefit chart info?
A. I’m not sure what benefit chart information you’re referring to so please let me know if this isn’t what you were talking about. Below are some good charts to look at.
Delayed Retirement Chart:

http://www.socialsecurity.gov/retire2/delayret.htm
Early and Delayed Retirement Calculators:
http://www.socialsecurity.gov/OACT/quickcalc/early_late.html
Q. My wife is a teacher in CA. She also receives a widow's SS benefit. Is it true that her Retirement benefit will reduce her Widow's benefit?
A. If your wife’s employment was not covered by Social Security, then her benefits from Social Security could be affected. There are some exceptions to it; however, typically a pension from an employer that doesn’t pay into the Social Security system will reduce Social Security retirement benefits, disability benefits, and widow’s benefits.

http://www.socialsecurity.gov/retire2/gpo-wep.htm
Q. Can you explain the government-offset provision for those who were in jobs that did not participate in SS but then later switched into a SS covered position.
A. Anyone that works for an employer that is not covered under Social Security (No FICA taxes taken out of pay) is subject to offsets and reductions. The retirement and disability benefits are reduced due to the Windfall Elimination Provision (WEP) and Widow’s and Spouses are offset due to the Government Pension Offset (GPO). 

http://www.socialsecurity.gov/retire2/gpo-wep.htm
Retirement Benefit Calculation, Annual Earnings Limits and Taxation Questions
Q. If I continue to work and they recalculate, can my benefits go down because I am now earning a lower amount than my preretirement years?
A. No, we will always use your highest 35 years so if you’re already collecting benefits and you continue working, that work can only increase your benefit, not decrease it.

http://www.socialsecurity.gov/retire2/whileworking.htm
Q. what's the annual earnings limit amount?
A. In 2015:

Under full retirement age - $15,720 ($1,310/month)

Year of full retirement age - $41,880 ($3,490/month)

Month of full retirement age and continuing – unlimited

http://www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/EN-05-10069.pdf
Q. At what point are social security benefits NOT subject to income tax? For example, retired 66-year-old receiving full benefits. Working spouse age 63 earning about $90,000.
A. It completely depends on what the individual’s combined income is. See link for amounts:

http://www.socialsecurity.gov/planners/taxes.htm
Q. If someone loses benefits because they work don't they get those benefits back later?
A. Yes, when someone turns their full retirement age, we adjust their reduction factor by any months where they may not have received a benefit due to excess earnings.
See page 8 and 9 of the brochure at link below:

http://www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/EN-05-10069.pdf
Survivors Questions
Q. Husband took full retirement @66.  Wife chose SS @62.  At his death can she choose his benefit--will it be full amount or reduced amount because she took reduced amount?
A. Yes, she can file for widow’s benefits. The amount of the benefit depends on her age when she files. If she’s full retirement age when she files for widow’s benefits, she would receive 100% of whatever he was receiving at the time of his death. If she files prior to her full retirement age, that is reduced. The fact that she filed for reduced retirement benefits has no bearing on her widow’s amount.

http://www.socialsecurity.gov/survivorplan/onyourown2.htm
Q. Explain the remarriage after age 60 a bit more

A. A widow(er) can remarry after age 60 and continue to receive the benefit on the deceased record while being married.

http://www.socialsecurity.gov/survivorplan/ifyou2.htm
Q. Could a widow take her widow's benefit if she is still working?  
A. Widows have the same annual earnings limits as those filing for retirement and spouses.
http://www.socialsecurity.gov/retire2/whileworking.htm
http://www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/EN-05-10069.pdf
Q. If I work to age 70, and draw say $2,000 a month.  My spouse will be 66 at that time, and draws $2,000 on her record.  Then, I die.  So the surivivor can only keep the higher of the 2, correct?
A. You are correct, you don’t get both, only the higher of the two benefits.

http://www.socialsecurity.gov/survivorplan/ifyou5.htm
Q. I thought there is no dependent survivor benefit if a child is over 16, not 18?
A. A child is due benefits until the age of 18, a widow(er) can receive survivors benefits at any age if caring for a child under age 16. 
http://www.socialsecurity.gov/survivorplan/ifyou4.htm
http://www.socialsecurity.gov/survivorplan/ifyou2.htm
Social Security Disability Questions
Q. If someone didn't reach 40 quarters before they became permanently disabled, would they still qualify for SSDI?
A. It depends on how old the individual is when they become disabled. If 31 or older, yes, they need 40 credits and current work. If under 31, they don’t need 40 credits.

http://www.socialsecurity.gov/OACT/ProgData/insured.html
Q. If a person has been receiving SS Disability Income from age 55 until retirement age, how will benefit change during transition from disability into SS Income? will amount change? does the person need to make changes to transition into SSI?
A. Nothing will happen to that individuals benefit, it remains the same, even when they turn full retirement age. They don’t have to do a thing.

https://faq.ssa.gov/link/portal/34011/34019/Article/3729/If-I-get-Social-Security-disability-benefits-and-I-reach-full-retirement-age-will-I-then-receive-retirement-benefits
Medicare Question

Q. Can someone apply for Medicare thru the ssa.gov website, or must they go into an office?
A. Yes, they can apply online at http://www.socialsecurity.gov/medicare/
Q. Do the local Social Security offices try to make appointments for new people going on Medicare before their effective dates; as insurance supplements or Medicare Advantage plans cannot be back dated.
A. Social Security beneficiaries that file before the age of 65 are automatically enrolled in Medicare A&B. However, those that are not receiving benefits are not automatically enrolled and they have to sign up for it. We do not make appointments for new people unless they contact us first.
http://www.socialsecurity.gov/medicare/apply.html#a0=0
Toll Free Number Question

Q. Is 7 AM - 7 PM, what time zone, Eastern, Central, or Pacific?
A. The services are available business days from 7am – 7pm in the caller’s time zone. 24-hour automated services are available 365 days a year.
