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Independent Reading Expectations 
8th Grade Reading
Name: _____________________________
Teacher: ___________________________

Period:  ______________
Dear Parents, 


We want to share with you some facts about reading research because literacy is such a large part of the eighth grade reading  experience.  Reading and time spent reading are among the most significant links to advanced reading proficiency.  Knowing how important literacy is to all academic subjects, we ask your help in providing a positive and enthusiastic attitude toward reading.  This positive attitude is important regardless of your child’s current interest level in reading.   Making reading a priority in your home will greatly impact your child’s future success.




Sincerely,




The 8th Grade Reading Teachers

What You Should Know About Reading

(Adapted from Jim Trelease, author of The Read Aloud Handbook)
· Across the world, children who read the most, read the best. And that includes all social levels-rich or poor, urban or suburban. Among all incomes, the more they read at home, the higher they scored in literacy tests.  
· A child needs reading in order to master other subjects. It’s extremely difficult to do word problems in math if you can’t read the words. How can you answer the questions in social studies if you can’t read and understand the textbook?
· Reading at home is extremely important. A child spends 900 hours a year in school and 7800 hours at home. 
· Reading research shows that children who come from homes with the most print resources- books, magazines, and newspapers- have the highest reading scores. They also use the library more than those with lower scores. 
· There is a strong connection between over-viewing of TV by children and under-achieving in school. Simply put: those who watch the most TV, know the least. Research shows that up to 10 TV hours a week has no impact on children’s grades, but beyond that the grades decline.

Parent Signature: ____________________________  Date: __________
Directions for Independent Reading Logs
· All students are expected to read a minimum of 50 pages per or 100 minutes per week.  

· Each week, students will complete one log entry, which includes book title, author, pages read, approximate minutes read, and a brief written response to the reading.  
· Each entry should show an effort at correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation, especially character names!

· All entries should be neat and legible.  Students should consider typing entries if they have sloppy or very large handwriting.  

· When students finish reading a book, they must also complete one of the following:
· a three paragraph reflection describing what you liked, what you didn’t like, and what you would change about the book
· write a letter to a specific classmate listing the reasons why that classmate would enjoy the book  
· write a response defending your position about a particular passage from the book

· use any other end of the book assignment that your teacher has assigned or approved
· Students will keep an up-to-date Reading List.
· Students may pick their own books for independent reading with approval from their teacher.
Active Reading Strategies

Use these strategies to help your understanding and appreciation of your reading.
Predict:  Try to figure out what will happen next and how the story might end.  Read on to see if you were right.

Visualize:  Form an image in your mind of characters, events, and setting to help you understand what’s happening.
Connect: Think of similarities between the story and what you have personally experienced, heard about, and read about.
Question:  Search for reasons behind events and characters’ feelings.  You may wonder why the author included certain events.
Clarify:   Stop to review and check your understanding of what you are reading.  You may have to reread or use outside resources to develop a full understanding.

Evaluate:  Form opinions about what you read, both while you are reading and after you’ve finished.  Develop your own ideas about characters and events. 

Summarize:  Tell the main events or ideas and important details briefly and in your own words.  
Plot Diagram and Terms
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



exposition – introduction to characters, setting, and problem
conflict – main problem is clearly established 

rising action – several events complicate the original problem for the main character; tension is building

climax – the turning point of the story; the point of greatest tension for the protagonist (main character)

falling action – events reveal answers to plot questions; loose ends begin to be tied up
resolution – the ending of the story where the conflict or problem of the story is resolved; may jump ahead and tell what happens in the near future for the characters
Responses to Reading
Responses should:

· show in-depth thinking about or be a summary of what is being read
· use reading strategies and plot vocabulary listed on previous pages
· write using 6-7 strong, detailed sentences 
Weekly Responses will be assigned by your reading teacher.
Here are several examples of responses to reading that would be considered “good”
A “good” first entry about a book because it gives some introductory basics; also makes use of Active Reading Strategies Summarize and Evaluate:
“In the exposition, I found out that the main character is Moose Flanagan, a twelve year old boy.  He’s unhappy because he has to move to Alcatraz Island near San Francisco because his father got a job as a prison guard there.  Moose has a sister named Natalie who seems very different from other kids. Moose also meets Piper, who is the prison warden’s daughter.  I think Moose likes her even though she seems kind of mean.”

A “good” entry using Active Reading Strategy Evaluate – “Moose’s sister Natalie is really different from other fifteen-year-old kids I know. One thing she likes to do is collect buttons, count them and put them in piles. She throws a huge fit if anybody messes with her buttons. There is always tension building because no one wants to make Natalie upset. I don’t think I would want a sister who acts like Natalie because she might embarrass me.”
A response that needs improvement:

“Moose has a conflict with Piper. He hates her.  I also have a few connections to this book.  I went to Alcatraz Island last summer on vacation.  I also like baseball, just like Moose, and sometimes my sister really bugs me.  I really like this book a lot and would recommend it to my friends because it’s funny and full of action.”
Why does this response need improvement?

· Lacks detail and explanation about the conflict between Moose and Piper

· Weak list of connections that don’t provide insight or express a deep understanding of story events or characters.  If choosing to Connect, stick to one strong connection that is well-explained and supported.  
· Some information is inaccurate:  Moose does not “hate” Piper; his feelings are mixed.  He doesn’t like how Piper treats Natalie, breaks rules, and uses her father’s job to force him into doing things.  However, Moose does admire her spunkiness and confidence, and he thinks she’s really pretty.  
A “good” entry using Active Reading Strategy Connect 
Log for the week of September 20 - 24
Title: Maniac Magee
Author:  Jerry Spinelli
Pages read 114 to 178  
Strategy: Connection
Response:   I think Maniac Magee is like another book I read, Stargirl, because both books kind of deal with accepting others even though they’re different.  Maniac almost doesn’t even see differences between people, especially blacks and whites.  Mars Bar and John McNab do, and start out thinking that anyone from another race is bad.  In Stargirl, one of the main characters, Stargirl, also doesn’t seem to notice differences between people, but Leo, another character is always concerned about what other people think, especially about his friendship with Stargirl.  He even breaks up with her because everyone thinks she’s different.
Genres At A Glance

	Fiction

	Code
	Genre
	Definition

	TL
	Traditional Literature
	Stories that are passed down from one group to another in history. This includes folktales, legends, fables, fairy tales, tall tales, and myths from different cultures.

	F
	Fantasy
	A story including elements that are impossible, such as other worlds, talking animals, or magical powers.  Make-believe is what this genre is all about.

	SF
	Science Fiction
	A type of fantasy that uses science and technology (robots, time machines, etc.)

	RF
	Realistic Fiction
	A story using made-up characters that could happen in real life.

	HF
	Historical Fiction
	A fictional story that takes place in a particular time period in the past. Often the setting is real, but the characters are made up from the author’s imagination.

	M
	Mystery
	A suspenseful story about a puzzling event that is not solved until the end of the story.

	Nonfiction

	I
	Informational
	Texts that provide facts about a variety of topics (sports, animals, science, history, careers, travel, geography, space, weather, etc.)

	B
	Biography
	The story of a real person’s life written by another person.

	AB
	Autobiography
	The story of a real person’s life that is written by that person.

	Other Genre

	P
	Poetry
	Poetry is verse written to create a response of thought and feeling from the reader.  It often uses rhythm and rhyme to help convey its meaning. 
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