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St. George Orthodox Church

2 Nottingham Terrace - Buffalo, NY 14216

(716) 875-4222 ~ stgeorgebuffalo.com ~ jvansuch@hotmail.com

Rev. Jason Vansuch, Parish Priest

THE 2017 GREAT LENTEN SEASON: 
The Journey to Holy Pascha
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST!                            GLORY FOREVER!

“While fasting in body, O brothers, let us also fast in spirit! Let us loose the bonds of iniquity! Let us undo the chains of injustice! Let us break the yoke of oppression! Let us give food to the hungry! Let us shelter the poor and homeless,// so that we may receive great mercy from Christ our God! “

(Wednesday of the First Week of Great Lent)
I greet all of you with these words of praise as we begin The Great Lenten Journey. These words remind each of us about the importance of Great Lent and how this period in the Life of the Church is a time for repentance, forgiveness, and growth. 

Every year we make this spiritual journey through Great Lent during which we gather together to pray at the various services.  We gather together to seek God’s love and repentance. We gather together to seek guidance and salvation.  We gather together as brothers and sisters in Christ as we prepare ourselves to celebrate the Great Feast of Holy Pascha! It is during this time, as such, that it would be beneficial for us, as Christians, to choose a goal that is appropriate for our own spirituality. Perhaps we need to attend the weekly services that are offered on a more regular basis, pray a little more each day, read the Bible all the way through, fast more often or more strictly, extend our time, talents, and efforts a little more.  Whatever we need to do to grow spiritually, we need to start today! 

The Great Lenten Season and Journey, itself, reminds us of the constant need to re-evaluate and recapture that which is central to our lives as Orthodox Christians, to restore balance in all we do, and in repentance to make an earnest attempt to set aside a portion—the “first portion”—of our time to acquire the peace of the Holy Spirit. This can been seen and fulfilled by way of our stewardship or commitment to Christ and His Holy Church. Stewardship is understood to be a spiritual exercise whereby we, as God’s Children, express our love and faithfulness in tangible ways through the giving of our time, talents and treasures for the building up of the Body of Christ as best expressed in our Parish life.  For truly as Christ has taught, all things belong to God, and He has gifted them to us during our time on earth. As Christians, we are called to share these gifts with those around us. During this Great Lenten Season, I encourage all of us to support the good work being done by our parish by making a donation of our time, talents, or treasures as this would be a good way for all of us to set aside the “first portion” God has given to us. 

By entering the Season of Great Lent we discover -- perhaps for the first time -- the mercy and love of God revealed in the services, which open to us the great acts of salvation. In these services, culminating in the Canon of St. Andrew of Crete, the celebration of Pre-Sanctified Liturgy, the celebration of the Divine Liturgy, and the many other services that are celebrated during Great Lent, the body of Christians is made into the body of Christ. In these celebrations, the Kingdom of God is being proclaimed and revealed. With the proclamation of the Gospel we are given the opportunity to receive the living Word of God which renews and illumines those seeking "to run the race that is set before us" (Heb. 12:1). By embracing this Word we are invited to draw near and receive from the table of the Kingdom the bread of life and the fountain of immortality. 
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, a great and awesome gift has been entrusted to us. By entering the Great Lenten Season, we are given the opportunity to proclaim, in word and deed, the Gospel of new and eternal life. Let us draw near together, as a parish family, and enter with great joy into the mystery of the spiritual and liturgical life of our Church. And let us proclaim to the world the saving acts of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ by fulfilling and proclaiming His Beloved Gospel. 

As we begin this Great Lenten Season, I encourage all of us to participate in the Liturgical and Spiritual Life of our parish.  We will be offering the services to allow everyone the opportunity to grow in their spiritual life as well as to become apart of the Liturgical Life of our parish. We will also be continuing Educational Sessions for both the children and the adults of our parish to allow the opportunity for all of us to grow in our faith. We also have Lenten Pot-Luck Dinners on Wednesday Evenings following Pre-Sanctified Liturgy to allow more time for us to gather together as a family for Christian Fellowship and discussion.  Through these services and activities, we will allow ourselves the opportunity of coming together as a parish family to pray and enjoy Christian fellowship with one another as brothers and sisters in Christ.

As we begin Great Lent, I encourage all of us to continue our love and support for one another.  I encourage all of us to continue praying for one another.  For through these efforts on everyone’s part, not only will our beloved parish family continue to grow in faith and in love, but more so we will become what God has intended us to be:  A Thriving and Living Body of Christ proclaiming and living the Gospel of His Beloved Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ!

As we begin Great Lent, I humbly ask for your forgiveness if I have failed you as your spiritual father, as your shepherd, as your priest. If I have sinned against you through my words, my thoughts, my actions, I humbly ask for your forgiveness and for your continued love and prayers that God will continue to strengthen me so that together, through the Prayers of Our Heavenly Patron, Holy Great-Martyr and Wonderworker George the Victorious, GOD continue to bless us and protect us as we minister and proclaim the Gospel of His Beloved Son, Our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ.

                 As always, be assured of my continued love and prayers for you, your families, and our entire parish family.

                Have a Blessed, Peaceful, and Prayerful Great Lenten Journey!

With Love in Christ,
Fr. Jason
St. George Orthodox Church 

 2017 SCHEDULE OF SERVICES FOR GREAT LENT, HOLY WEEK, PASCHA and BRIGHT WEEK 2017
FEBRUARY
Saturday             February 25           5:00 P.M.            Chrismation of John Lutz

                                                            5:30 P.M.            Great Vespers followed by Reception at Rectory
Sunday 

February 26 
  SUNDAY OF CHEESEFARE – SUNDAY OF FORGIVENESS
                                                            9:30 A.M.
General Confession

                                                          10:00 A.M.           Divine Liturgy followed by Forgiveness Sunday Vespers

                                                                                       Church School and 

                                                                                       Meet n Greet Lenten Luncheon following Forgiveness Sunday Vespers  

Beginning of GREAT LENT {STRICT FAST}

 First Week of Great Lent {February 27-March 5}
Monday
February 27 
  6:30 P.M.
Compline and Canon of St. Andrew of Crete

Tuesday
              February 28
  6:30 P.M.
Compline and Canon of St. Andrew of Crete

Wednesday
March 1 
  6:00 P.M.
Confessions

                                                            6:30 P.M.
Presanctified Liturgy

                                                                                              Pot-Luck Lenten Meal and Discussion in Parish Fellowship Hall 

                                                                                              following Liturgy
Thursday
March  2
  6:30 P.M.
Compline and Canon of St. Andrew of Crete

Friday

March 3 
  9:00 A.M.
Confessions



                 9:30 A.M.
Presanctified Liturgy





  6:00 P.M.
Confession





  6:30 P.M.
Moleben to St. Theodore 

Saturday
March 4 
FIRST SATURDAY OF GREAT LENT – ST. THEODORE THE RECRUIT
 9:30 A.M.
Divine Liturgy– Blessing of Kolivo
                                   11:30 A.M. – 4:00 P.M.             COCCNF Lenten Retreat at our Parish

 4:00 P.M.
Great Vespers 
Sunday

March 5 
FIRST SUNDAY OF GREAT LENT – SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY  
                                                        9:30 A.M.
              The Hours                                                    

                                                       10:00 A.M.
Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great 

                                                                                      (Blessing of Icons and Procession of Icons with Church School Children)                                                                   
                                                                 Q&A with Fr. Jay and Coffee Hour Fellowship in Parish Fellowship Hall following Liturgy!  

                                                         5:00 P.M.             Lenten Vespers  Service                                                                                                     

                                                                                          Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church (Utica St/Delaware Ave, Buffalo)

Second Week of Great Lent {March 6-12}
Tuesday
               March 7 
  9:30 A.M.
Akathist Service to Our Lord Jesus Christ

Wednesday
March 8  
  6;00 P.M.
Confessions

                                                            6:30 P.M.
Presanctified Liturgy with Ss Peter and Paul Church (AT OUR CHURCH)
                                                                                              Pot-Luck Lenten Meal and Discussion in 
                                                                                              Parish Fellowship Hall following Liturgy

Thursday              March 9                6:30 P.M.           Little Compline 

                                                   7:00-8:30 P.M.           Orthodoxy 101 Class (The Holy Scripture: 1st Five Books of the Old Testament)
Friday
               March 10 
10:15 A.M.
Prayer Service at Elderwood Nursing Home





  6:00 P.M.
Confession





  6:30 P.M.
Memorial Matins
Saturday
March 11 
SECOND SATURDAY OF GREAT LENT – MEMORIAL SATURDAY
  3:00 P.M.
Panahyda
   4:00 P.M.
Great Vespers 

Sunday

March 12 
SECOND SUNDAY OF GREAT LENT – ST. GREGORY PALAMAS




 9:30 A.M.            The Hours
                                                        10:00 A.M.
Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great  
                                                        Church School and Coffee Hour Fellowship in Parish Fellowship Hall following Liturgy! 

                                                         12:30 P.M.           Parish Council Meeting

                                                            5:00 P.M.
 Lenten Mission Vespers – 

                                                                                        St. Stephen Serbian Orthodox Church (177 Webber St, Lackawanna)

Third Week of Great Lent {March 13-March 19}
Monday
 March 13 
  6:30 P.M.
Monthly Healing Prayer Service

Tuesday
               March 14 
  9:30 A.M.
Akathist to Our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ

Wednesday
March 15  
  6:00 P.M.            Confession

                                                            6:30 P.M.
Presanctified Liturgy 
                                                                                          Pot-Luck Lenten Meal in Parish Fellowship Hall following Liturgy

Thursday              March 16              6:30 P.M.           Little Compline 

                                                   7:00-8:30 P.M.           Orthodoxy 101 Class (The Holy Scripture: The Books of the Old Testament)

Friday
               March 17 
  9:00 A.M.
Confessions



                 9:30 A.M.
Presanctified Liturgy





  6:00 P.M.
Confession





  6:30 P.M.
Memorial Matins
Saturday
March 18        
THIRD SATURDAY OF GREAT LENT – MEMORIAL SATURDAY
  3:00 P.M.
Panahyda
   4:00 P.M.
Great Vespers 

Sunday

March 19      
THIRD SUNDAY OF GREAT LENT – VENERATION OF THE CROSS




9:30 A.M.
The Hours

                                                        10:00 A.M.
Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great 

                                                         Church School and Coffee Hour Fellowship in Parish Fellowship Hall following Liturgy!

                                                         Ladies Group Meeting during Coffee Hour!

                                                        Church School Trip to Fatima Shrine in Niagara Falls

                                                           5:00 P.M.
 Lenten Mission Vespers – 

                                                                                            OUR PARISH IS HOSTING (St. George Orthodox Church, Buffalo)
Fourth Week of Great Lent {March 20-26}

Tuesday
               March 21 
 9:30 A.M.
Akathist to Our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ

Wednesday
March 22  
 6:00 P.M.
Confessions

                                                           6:00 P.M.
Presanctified Liturgy AT SS PETER AND PAUL CHURCH
                                                                                              Pot-Luck Lenten Meal and Discussion in Parish Fellowship Hall 

                                                                                              following Liturgy
Thursday
March 23  
  9:30 A.M.
Panahyda for Archpriest Eugene Vansuch (9-year Anniversary)
                                                            6:30 P.M.           Little Compline 

                                                   7:00-8:30 P.M.           Orthodoxy 101 Class (The Holy Scripture: The Books of the Old Testament)

THE GREAT FEAST OF THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE MOST-HOLY THEOTOKOS
Friday

March 24     
  10:15 A.M.
Prayer Service at Elderwood Nursing Home 

                                                               6:30 P.M.
Great Compline with Litiya


                
Saturday
March 25
FOURTH SATURDAY OF GREAT LENT – GREAT FEAST OF THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE THEOTOKOS
9:30 A.M.
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom

                                                          4:00 P.M.
Great Vespers 

Sunday

March 26  
FOURTH SUNDAY OF GREAT LENT – ST. JOHN CLIMACUS (YOUTH SUNDAY)




9:30 A.M.
General Confession
                                                        10:00 A.M.
Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great (Education Sermon)
                                                                                                                                                            Memorial Litia for Archpriest Eugene Vansuch 
                                                        Coffee Hour and Coffee Hour Fellowship in Parish Fellowship Hall following Liturgy!                                                                                                     

                                                        Adult Education during Coffee Hour
                                                            5:00 P.M.
 Lenten Mission Vespers – 

                                                                                             St. Theodore Russian Orthodox Church (96 Los Robles St Williamsville
Fifth Week of Great Lent {March 27-April 2}
Tuesday
               March 28 
9:30 A.M.
Akathist to Our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ

Wednesday
March 29  
 6:00 P.M.
Confessions

                                                           6:30 P.M.
Presanctified Liturgy

                                                                                          Pot-Luck Lenten Meal in Parish Fellowship Hall following Liturgy

Thursday               March 30  
  6:00 P.M.
Matins with Canon of St. Andrew of Crete

                                                   7:00-8:30 P.M.           Orthodoxy 101 Class (The Holy Scripture: The Books of the Old Testament)

Friday

March 31  
  9:00 A.M.
Confessions



                 9:30 A.M.
Presanctified Liturgy

Saturday
April 1    
FIFTH SATURDAY OF GREAT LENT – Saturday of the Akathist to the Theotokos                                                 
   9:30 A.M.         Akathist to the Most-Holy Theotokos
                                           10:30 A.M.-4:00 P.M.        Church School Retreat/Prosphora Baking/Palm Crosses 

   4:00 P.M.         Confessions

   4:30 P.M.         Great Vespers  

Sunday

April  2      
FIFTH SUNDAY OF GREAT LENT – ST. MARY OF EGYPT





9:00 A.M.
Proskomedia Lesson in Church
                                                        10:00 A.M.             Divine Liturgy 

                                                                                       Church School and Coffee Hour Fellowship following Divine Liturgy  

                                                            5:00 P.M.           Lenten Mission Vespers 

                                                                                         St. George Antichian Orthodox Church 

                                                                                         (1073 Saunders Settlement Rd. Lewiston, NY)     

Sixth Week of Great Lent {April 3-9}
Tuesday                April 4                 9:30 A.M.          Akathist to Our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ

Wednesday
 April 5        
  6:00 P.M.           Confessions





  6:30 P.M.
Presanctified Liturgy 

                                                                                            Pot-Luck Lenten Meal in Parish Fellowship Hall following Liturgy                                                                   
Thursday               April 6    
  6:30 P.M.
Little Compline
                                                   7:00-8:30 P.M.           Orthodoxy 101 Class (The Holy Scripture: The Holy Gospels)

Friday

April 7    
  10:15 A.M.
Prayer Service at Elderwood Nursing Home

                           

                                                      4:00-7:00 P.M.         Fish Fry Dinner and Bake Sale




   7:00 P.M.
Matins for Lazarus Saturday

Saturday
April 8      
 SIXTH SATURDAY OF GREAT LENT – LAZARUS SATURDAY
  9:30 A.M.
Divine Liturgy 

   4:00 P.M.
Great Vespers with Litiya followed by Blessing of Palms and Pussywillows  

Sunday

April 9    
THE FEAST OF THE ENTRANCE OF OUR LORD INTO JERUSALEM





9:30 A.M.
General Confession
                                                        10:00 A.M.
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom (Palm Sunday Church School Procession)



                             Church School and Coffee Hour Fellowship following Divine Liturgy  

HOLY WEEK (April 10 -16)
Holy Monday
April 10    
  9:00 A.M.
Confessions





  9:30 A.M.
Presanctified Liturgy 

                                                            6:30 P.M.
Bridegroom Matins

Holy Tuesday
April 11   
  6:30 P.M.
Bridegroom Matins
Holy Wednesday April 12  
  9:00 A.M.
Confessions





  9:30 A.M.
Presanctified Liturgy 

                                                            6:30 P.M.            Service of Holy Unction 
Holy Thursday
April 13
  
  9:00 A.M.
Confessions





  9:30 A.M.
Vespers and Liturgy of St. Basil the Great

 



  6:30 P.M.
Matins with Reading of 12 Passion Gospels

Good Friday
April 14 

  9:00 A.M.           Royal Hours

                                                            4:00 P.M.
Vespers with Burial Service

                                                                                       *Strict Lenten Pot-Luck Meal following Vespers in Parish Fellowship Hall*





  6:30 P.M.
Matins with Lamentations and Procession

Holy Saturday
April 15    
  9:30 A.M.
Vespers with Liturgy of St. Basil the Great 





11:30 P.M.
Nocturne Service

HOLY PASCHA – THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD – HOLY PASCHA
Sunday

April 16

12:00 A.M.
PASCHA – Procession, Resurrection Matins, Paschal Divine Liturgy
Following The Paschal Divine Liturgy, 

the Blessing of Paschal Baskets and Foods and Paschal Reception will be held in Parish Fellowship Hall 

                                                          11:30 A.M.           Paschal Agape Vespers Service

BRIGHT WEEK
FAST-FREE WEEK – April 17-23 – FAST-FREE WEEK
Monday
April 17
              BRIGHT MONDAY
  

                                                          9:15 A.M.
  Paschal Hours




              9: 30 A.M.
  Paschal Divine Liturgy with Procession around Church
                                                                                           Pot-Luck Paschal Meal in Parish Fellowship Hall following Liturgy!!

Tuesday
April 18               BRIGHT TUESDAY 

                                                        9:30 A.M.
  Moleben in Honor of the Resurrection of Our Lord

Thursday               April 20    
  6:00 P.M.
Daily Vespers

                                                   7:00-8:30 P.M.           Orthodoxy 101 Class (The Holy Scripture: The Holy Epistles)

ARCHPASTORAL VISIT OF HIS EMINENCE ARCHBISHOP MICHAEL TO OUR PARISH/FEAST OF ST. GEORGE
Saturday
April 22
              9:30 A.M.
 COCCNF Paschal Divine Liturgy at Ss Peter and Paul Orthodox Church 
                                                                                            Pot-Luck Paschal Meal in Parish Fellowship Hall following Liturgy!!
5:00 P.M.
Great Vespers with Litiya

                                  Parish Council Dinner with Archbishop Michael following Vespers 
Sunday

April 23
ANTIPASCHA – 2ND SUNDAY OF PASCHA – St. Thomas Sunday

                                                          9:00 A.M.
Meeting of Church School Children with Archbishop MICHAEL
                                                          9:30 A.M.             Entrance of His Eminence Archbishop MICHAEL, Vesting, Hours
                                                        10:00 A.M.
Divine Liturgy with Procession around the Church



                                                                          Parish Festive Luncheon in Parish Fellowship Hall following Liturgy!
                                                                                           Annual Church School Easter Egg Hunt on Church Property!

Tuesday                April 25               9:30 A.M.           Akathist to Our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ

Saturday
 April 29               4:00 P.M.
Great Vespers
Sunday

April 30    
9:30 A.M.
The Hours

                                                        10:00 A.M.
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 
                                                                                       Church School and Coffee Hour Fellowship following Divine Liturgy  
                                                          1:00 P.M.              Blessing of Graves
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

May GOD continue to bless and guide all of you and your families!

Have a Blessed, Peaceful, Prayerful, and Holy Great Lenten Season and Journey!

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

*Please consult the weekly bulletin and church website for any changes to the above schedule*

