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Welcome back to Term 4 — how amazing that this will be our final term for 2015!

Transition to Prep Family Information:

Our foyer now has information displayed near the lounge area on a
range of transition to Prep activities happening at schools in our area.
There are also handouts for families to take and books to borrow
(please record these in the parent lending library record book).

We have also displayed an interactive map under the office window
that allows the children to move their photo from Western Suburbs Kindergarten to their
school on the map. This is designed as a way for children to start thinking about their next
step after kindy and to have a dialogue with families about this.

As per the last 2 newsletters, we are attaching another KidsMatter article to help families
prepare for the transition to school. This month’s article is “Understanding Behaviour”.

Transition Statements — Parent Comments:

It is mandatory that kindergartens provide each family with a Transition Statement for their
child at the end of the year. Families are encouraged to take a copy of the Transition
Statement to their child’s Prep as a way of sharing information and helping the Prep teacher
get to know your child. The Transition Statements require Parent/Family Comments. In the
coming weeks we will be e-mailing you with more information and seeking your comments.

Health Care Checks Before Starting School:

Please see the attached flyer about an information night at Currajong State School Prep on
26" October at 5.30 p.m. about “Health Care Checks in the Early Years”. For those families
unable to attend we would recommend that all parents talk with their GP about their child’s 4
year old health check. Itis also a good idea to have an eye examination and hearing test prior
to staring Prep. For more information please speak with staff.
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Pupil Free Days — Friday 16" and Monday 19" October:
Group B and D Pupil Free Day Friday 16" October.

Group A and C Pupil Free Day Monday 19" October.

Enviroweek Challenge:

Thank you to all our families who bought Waste Free Lunches during
Enviroweek.

The children were really engaged with this idea and it helped us all think
about how our daily decisions can affect the environment.

How wonderful if every kindy and/or school lunch every day was waste free!

Aitkenvale Library Excursions:

Our excursions to Aitkenvale Library during the last week of Term 3 were a great success.
Library staff were very complementary about the behaviour of our children and we had a
lovely time picnicking and playing in the park. It was great preparation for Prep as the children
needed to walk together and practice listening skills away from the kindy. Next year there will
be many occasions where the Prep class will need to L% i i "
move around the school e.g. to the library, music room | e | — N
or to PE.

Thank you to families for returning permission slips
promptly, helping with supervision and for filling out
library membership forms. We heard about one of our
students who slept with his library card after the
excursion and we hope the excursion experience will be
an important part of a lifelong connection to literacy
learning for all our students.

Triple Zero Kids Challenge App:

Thank you to our Group A parent, Michelle, who shared information about the Triple Zero Kids
Challenge App. Itis a free Australian emergency services app teaching children what to do in
an emergency. The child starts by selecting either an ambulance, police car or fire truck.
There are 4 video’s in each section playing out different scenarios, asking for the child’s help
throughout the video. If you are interested in using this app as a follow up to the emergency
services visits your child received at kindy last term please visit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h4aOxuO0AUM

Woolworths earn & learn Program finishes 8" September:
We collected 7,920 points and have ordered some new hessian parent
pockets and indigenous learning resources for the children. Thank you to
everyone who supported the kindy by collecting stickers.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h4aOxuO0AuM

Our Mud Patch was installed on 25™ October - hooray!
Thank you to Darren, The Fencing Guy, Andrew, Rural Pumping & Irrigation, and Dale,
parent helper. Our mud kitchen made by the Balson family is also part of this area.
.Our mud patch has 4 taps and the mud kitchen. Also, the slab area has seating and garden
space (ready for landscaping at the next working bee on 25™ October at 9 a.m.
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Working Bee 25" October — Plants wanted:

Our final working bee will be held on Sunday 25™ October and we would like to focus on
landscaping around the old garden shed slab and the new mud patch. In preparation for this it
would be great if our kindy families could donate plants. We are looking for:

e mondo grasses, variegated grasses etc.
e spider lilies, or similar;
e (gingers;
e crotons,

e cordylines.

Anything spiky or sharp is not suitable.
You are welcome to start bringing in plants any time.

Don’t worry if you have the kiss of death where plants are concerned, there are plenty of other
jobs available such as:

attach chalk boards to the fence;

trim a fence paling that blocks irrigation sprinkler;
paint storeroom door;

trim plants under eaves near permaculture garden;
fix leaking tap outside Unit 2 window;

clean out boat;

wipe down children’s beds;

scrub art easels;

fix coppice log edging on garden bed outside Unit 1 windows;
dig out/poison large weeds in Unit 1 garden bed,;
attach hooks to Unit 1 ceiling;

dig out stump at front left of building;

remove/grind out metal fence post in creek bed,;
fix fluro light in equipment shed,;

attach new felt to Unit 1 felt board.

Please see the list in the kindy foyer and place your name beside a job that you would like to
take responsibility for. Remember, this is the last Working Bee so you will need to participate
and have also completed a mowing roster to qualify to have the $120 Maintenance Levy
reimbursed by the end of 2015.

Safety with Hot Drinks:

Please help us maintain a safe environment for all children by not
consuming hot drinks in the kindy classrooms. This applies to families
dropping children at kindy and those staying to attend Playgroup. If
you are volunteering in any capacity when children are at kindy or
Playgroup please make and drink your tea/coffee in the kitchen area.




Christmas Party Saturday 28" November, 3 p.m. — 6 p.m.:

Please note your calendar with the date for our Christmas Party. This will be a lovely way to
celebrate the end of year with lots of activities for the children. We are
expecting a special visit from Santa and would ask all families to wrap and
label a book for all children attending the party (i.e. kindy children and their
siblings). Please give your wrapped, clearly labelled books to Santa’s
helper Julie in the office, ready for Santa to distribute at the party.

We are also seeking a ride for Santa (the reindeers are busy that day)! If
you have access to suitable transport (e.g. motorbike side care, vintage car,
ute etc.) please speak with a staff member or a committee member.

Community News and Articles of Interest:

Please see flyers attached from:

Annandale State School Prep Information Session 25" November.
Health Care Checks Workshop 26™ October.

Currajong State School Step into Prep Transition Morning 15™ October.
Fit Kids and Swim and Survive programs.

Kids Matter article on Understanding Behaviour.

Colleeny;, Alanay, Erna,, Keriann, Meg, Nicole, Sandra, Janelle , Julie.



