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SERVING OUR CHURCH

Nursery Volunteers

Nov. 1

Judy Applebee

Lois Edgecomb

Nov. 8

Phyllis & Tony Mertes

Nov. 15

Albert Hagenbuch

Relynn & Nathan Olivero

Nov. 22

Rita, Bob, & Rachel VanDrimmelen

Nov. 29

Dena Ficek

Marlene & Nick Moshage

If you are unable to serve, please make arrangements to exchange dates with someone.  Thank-you

Sunday Worship

November

Deacons – Lois Edgcomb, Tom Walsh

Ushers – Stewardship & Finance

Liturgist – Music & Worship

 Coffee/Juice – Decorating Committee

December

Deacons – Lois Edgcomb. Kathie Kleckner

Ushers - Mission

Liturgist – Presbyterian Women

Coffee/Juice – Stewardship & Finance

January

Deacons – Kathie Kleckner

Liturgist – Stewardship & Finance

Coffee/Juice – Deacons

Keep in mind your group is responsible for getting someone to be liturgist or make coffee.  That person does not have to be a member of your group.

I type up a sheet with the Prayer and Bible verses for the liturgist.  It is posted on the office bulletin board.  If I have an e-mail address, I can also e-mail it.  Please list the name of the liturgist on the signup sheet in the narthex so their name can be added to the Bulletin.  Thanks, Kathie

Filling the Candles

November & December – Dena Ficek

Adventure Sunday Potluck – Nov. 22

Bring your table service & a dish to pass.  Please stay to help decorate our Christmas trees.

Committee

Jeff & Dena Ficek, Wilma Hudman, Mark& Janet Delaney, Jason & Angelique Depenbrock, Tim & Nikki Mertes, Matthew & Stefanie Sebastian, Judy Applebee

Interim Notes 
[image: image1.wmf]Some special people will be joining us in worship on November 1st .  My father Emory will be taking his customary place in the pew; about four rows from the back, by the outer aisle, on the right hand side. My brother Larry will be sitting beside him. Father Michael, my other brother, will be up on the chancel with me.  When I am at the communion table, he’ll be right beside me with his hands moving with my hands.  Scattered through the pews will be a lot of my cousins, aunts, and uncles.  

[image: image9.png]Besides my family there will also be some of my friends present.  A man named Oscar Romero will be here; the one whose name I bear in the Benedictine community.  I think a Deacon named Stephen will also be joining us. They’ll both be sitting by Justin Martyr, Martin Luther King, and many, many others.






All in all we’re going to have quite a crowd on that day because a lot of your friends and family members will be there too.  For we’re going to be joined by the ones some call the Balcony People; the ones who have gone before us into the kingdom of God; the ones who cheer us on and encourage us to finish the race well, just as they have finished it.  

I don’t call these people Balcony People. I call them Saints. For we as Presbyterians name as Saints all those who have gone before us into the Kingdom of God.  I firmly believe these Saints are seated in the pews with us every time we gather for worship. But I’ll be especially aware of them on November 1st , the Sunday of All Saints.  For in addition to being Harvest Sunday, this is the Sunday when we remember those who have died in the last year. We’ll call their names out in the Canon of the Great Prayer of Thanksgiving; the prayer we pray before we come to the communion table.  In this way we declare that these our sisters and brothers are canonized; that they’re not only among us on this day, but are also members of the Saints in Light who now stand before the throne of Christ.

. I hope all of you will join us for this joyous celebration.  If you can’t make it for All Saints, please let me know the names of any of your loved ones whose Sainthood you want to celebrate on that joyous day.  

In Christ’s Peace,

Pastor Frank
[image: image10.png]Beautiful days in the neighborhood
by Toya Richards Hill

Special to the Presbyterian News Service

Natural life changes and unforeseen circumstances weighed heavily on San Antonio’s Divine Redeemer Presbyterian Church over the years, resulting in a congregation somewhat disconnected from its community.

Yet in recent years the church has redirected its efforts and renewed its commitment, making its neighborhood the focus of ministry in order to grow the church deep and wide.

“Divine Redeemer’s mission is to re-establish ourselves as a congregation of our neighborhood,” said the Rev. Rob Mueller, pastor of Divine Redeemer. In the last six or seven years, “we’ve really taken seriously the call to reconnect with our neighborhood.”

Begun as a mission project of the former United Presbyterian Church, Divine Redeemer formed in 1915 and grew to become a self-supporting congregation fully entrenched in its largely first-generation immigrant community.

In addition, since 1928 the House of Neighborly Service, a community center initiated by the former Board of National Missions and now supported by the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A), has operated in the same location as the church.

Mueller said over the years “several positives resulted in negatives for the church,” including the fact that as families got better educated and gained more economic mobility they moved to other parts of the city.

Leadership of the House of Neighborly Service also changed from Presbyterian missionaries, who once provided a direct link to the church, to staff more reflective of the community, who ended up being Hispanic Catholics, Mueller said.

Divine Redeemer was approached a few years after Mueller became pastor in 1994 about merging with a dying white congregation located in a growing Latino community elsewhere in San Antonio, Mueller said.  In many ways “it made some sense,” he said, noting that many members of Divine Redeemer lived in the neighborhood where the church was considering moving.

“The congregation said no, we belong in this neighborhood,” Mueller said. Yet the members also acknowledged that Divine Redeemer would not survive trying to draw in congregants from other parts of San Antonio, he said.  “We made the decision that our long-term well-being as a congregation was going to be connected to the longevity and vitality and quality of life in the neighborhood around us.” 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1"Today we have many, many of the congregation who are actively engaged in direct ministry with people from the community," Mueller said, adding that a good number of those in the community are new arrivals to the United States.


A ministry called the House of Teens includes an after-school program, teen night and a leadership program. Youth mission trip and retreats, among other things, also enhance the church's outreach efforts.


Divine Redeemer also has a women's empowerment program called Aero Dance. The group, which first came together for dance aerobics, provides support around issues of emotional and social well-being such as domestic violence and depression.


In 2006 Aero Dance received a $15,000 grant from the Presbyterian Committee on the Self Development of People.


Among the largest ways Divine Redeemer connects with its community is through four community worship celebrations held during the year, Mueller said.
Kids from Divine Redeemer Presbyterian Church pose for a photo while holding paintbrushes with paint on their faces. Young people at Divine Redeemer Presbyterian Church serve the community by helping local residents paint and fix up their homes. Photos courtesy of Divine Redeemer Presbyterian Church, San Antonio.


In the fall a blessing for children, parents and teachers is a way to collaboratively celebrate the start of the school year and has "become a wonderful rite," he said. A Thanksgiving celebration also is held during the fall season.


In the winter, the church holds a Christmas posada that includes re-telling the Christmas story, hymns and an outdoor fiesta complete with some 1,200 tamales for the crowd, Mueller said. Two-thirds to three-quarters of attendees are not church members, he said.


In the spring there is a Way of the Cross observance on Good Friday that helps remember Jesus' suffering, but also connects with issues in the life of the community, Mueller said.


Elder Ruben P. Armendariz, church development consultant for the PC(USA)'s Mission Presbytery, said what's happening at Divine Redeemer is a model for other congregations.


"They have opened themselves to . the needs of the community and to share the facility with the community," he said.


Sometimes when churches decline the tendency is to close up the church and begin protecting its assets, Armendariz said. What Divine Redeemer has done is open itself up and build upon the culture of the community, he said.


"They have taken advantage of the Hispanic culture," which is typically centered on Catholicism, said Armendariz, who was pastor of the church in 1992. Using traditions like the posada, for example, they are able to invite "the whole community to participate."

[image: image11.wmf]
Time Change!!!!

Remember that daylight savings time ends at 2:00 am on November 1st. Be sure to set your clocks backward one hour. If you don't remember, please join in our Sunday School hour for a time of fellowship and learning.

[image: image12.wmf]
Happy New Year!!
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We're almost to the end of the church's liturgical year. November 22nd, in addition to being Adventure Sunday, is the last day of the year. On that day, Christ the King Sunday we tell the end of the story we tell each year. And of course the end of our story is Christ's reign in the Kingdom of God.  



COMMITTEE REPORTS

SESSION

The session of the Waltham Presbyterian Church of Utica, IL held a regular meeting on October 15, 2009 at 7:04 in the upper lounge of the church. Members present - Moderator Pastor Frank Fisher, Dave Edgcomb, Bev Scharlau, Bruce Brown, Eileen Hagenbuch, Ralph Moshage, Bonnie Walsh and Clerk Ida Brown.

The meeting was opened with prayer by Pastor Frank Fisher.

The minutes of the previous meetings were approved.

Dena Ficek has agreed to take the Treasurer’s position. She and Keri are working on the transition.

Committee reports were received.

All Saints Day will be celebrated during worship on November 1.

Shannon Roether and Jeremy Herman were married in the Church on October 3.

The call to Howard Smith was discussed.  A day to candidate must be set.  The session will host a soup lunch and dessert auction after the service November 1 to help raise money for getting the manse ready.

The Nominating Committee is scheduled to meet October 22 at 7:00.

The trunk or treat is scheduled for October 25 at 5pm.

The session has been meeting each Sunday to review finances. In addition to the funds used from the Special Building Fund, $3,000 was borrowed from memorial funds. At this time no additional funds have been borrowed.

The next committee meetings will be on November 12th at 7:00.  The next session meeting will be November 19th at 7:00.

A motion was approved to adjourn at 8:59 pm.  The meeting was closed with prayer by Pastor Frank Fisher.



Ida Brown, Clerk of Session

DEACONS

Present, Tom Walsh, Marlene Moshage, Lois Edgcomb, Mary Sundburg, Bonnie Walsh (session rep)

Discussed distributing funds for those in need.  Voted to help family in need.

Discussed ways to help with finances.

63 people received Communion in Oct.

TRUSTEES

Downstairs vacuum cleaner was repaired (broken wires inside motor), the large tree north of the manse was removed and the stump ground out.  The roots kept getting into the drain tiles causing the church basement to flood.  Two new trustees will be needed next month.  Please see any trustee if you are interested.

MUSIC & WORSHIP

Present, Mary Small, Bruce Brown (session rep)

Submitted budget for 2010.  Adjusted the budget lower in keeping with the request.

MISSION

Present, Monica Blue, Kathy Fox, Janet Small, Bev Scharlau (session rep).

Minutes from mission meeting of September 10, 2009 were read and approved.

Treasurers Report

Sept. 2009 donations received  $1216

Sept. 2009 monthly giving:

Maxine Cole school supply reimbursement:  $300.42

Relynn Olivero school supply reimbursement:  $190.12

Kathy Fox, Labor of Love sandwiches:        $131

Minute for Mission:

Oct.- Dave Deutsch – Labor of Love

Nov. – Food Pantry Insert in Oct. 25 bulletin

PADS Oct. 2009 filled

New Business:

Mission Money Requests:

Janet Small School supply reimbursement $300

Maureen Moshage (representing deacons) requested $230 in order to aid a church family in getting their power turned back on.  Motion passed.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Oct. 14 General Fund balance is $1579.19.  $16,000 has been borrowed from the Special Building Fund and $3000 from the Memorial Fund for day to day operations.

BENEVOLENCE FUND

Balance is $5294.81.

         Linda Chalus, Benevolence Treasurer

THANK OFFERING

REJOICE WITH THANKSGIVING

....All the people rejoiced because of what God had done...

                     2 Chronicles 20:36

We will receive our annual Thank Offering on Sunday, Nov. 8th. See the enclosed envelope for this offering.

From the 2008 offerings, grants totaling $684,900 were approved for 27 projects from 69 proposals.

Projects must meet criteria established by the Committee of Creative Ministries, including consistency with the mission concerns and policies of the PC (USA), a purpose that meets basic human needs, provides a form of aid that relates directly to the people being served and is a creative project less than three years old or a new direction for an existing program. The committee selects programs based on merit, regardless of geographic location. At least 40 percent of the Thank Offering funds go to health-related projects. See the narthex bulletin board for details.

You may choose to use the calendar printed in the Courier when your family gives thanks each day.




PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN



[image: image3.png]



P.W. will meet Thursday, Nov. 19th at 9 a.m. in fellowship hall. You are always welcome to join us.

We thank Marilyn Laatz for her many years of service as P.W. Secretary/Treasurer and

welcome Mary Sundberg as she now serves in that position.

CHRISMONS

P.W. in Blackhawk Presbytery this fall had gatherings in each of the four geographic areas. As Cluster Leader of area III, Bev Scharlau held her gathering at our

Princeton church on Oct. 6th. As part of the program for the day, she gave a

presentation about Chrismons. She used many of Waltham's Chrismons as the meaning of each were explained. Area IV had their gathering in Braidwood Oct. 17th. She was invited to share that presentation again. On Nov. 14th she will again share the

story of Chrismons with our DeKalb church --- so you might say our Chrismons are on

tour!!

"COME TO CHRISTMAS" TEA

Our 28th annual tea entitled "To Us is Born a Little Child" will be Wednesday, Dec. 9th at 1:30 p.m. Plan to join us for this "time out" in preparation for celebration

of our Lord's birth!!


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Discussed Sunday School attendance.

Still need an additional teacher each for K-1st and 2nd-4th.

October 25: children to sing before children's time.

October 18: children to pick what animal to purchase for heifer project.

Karen to look for Christmas program material.

November 22: decorate cookies for delivery to shut-ins during Sunday School.  Ask the congregation's continued generosity to bring in baked cookies, frosting, and decorations for this project.

The need for a youth service project was discussed.

Prepared budget.

No baptisms.

Discussed members leaving the committee in 2010.

 CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

Pot luck will follow worship on Sunday, Dec. 13.  Bring a dish to pass & your table service.  The Children’s Program will follow the meal.

The committee is:  Dave & Diana Deutsch, Gary & Deb Dahl, Anne Finley, Vaughn & Sally Kiner, Harold & Gilda Kinzer, Jim & Keri Sundberg, Dave & Jane Wilson

POINSETTIAS

We will be ordering red and white poinsettias to decorate the church for Christmas.  Watch the Sun. bulletin or call the church office for more information.         815-667-4611

 COOKIES
Please bring in your baked cookies for the children to decorate during Sunday School (8:45-9:45) on November 22 for delivery to our shut-ins.  Also needed are frosting and decorations, i.e., sprinkles, etc.  Any volunteers to deliver the cookies will be very appreciated!  Please submit names of those you would like cookies delivered to, and the address of the person(s), to Karen Pillion   Thank you.


             
   Heifer Project
Our Sunday School students have voted to purchase 2 sheep and a flock of chickens with the money they raised for the Heifer Project.  A big, big thank-you to everyone who donated to their project.

PADS

We are again serving meals at PADS on the 2nd Wed. of the month.  Please consider signing up to help with the food or to serve.  The dates are: 11/11, 12/9, 1/13, 2/10, 3/10, and 4/14.

Illinois Valley Food Pantry

Thanksgiving Distribution will be Sat. Nov. 21  

On Sun., Nov.1, we will be celebrating the Harvest as well as Communion.  On this day will bring forward our offerings as well as canned or boxed food and monetary gifts for the IV Food Pantry.

Some suggestions would be:

 Instant Potatoes, Stuffing Mix, Canned Sweet Potatoes, Jell-o, Cake & Frosting, Canned vegetables, Canned fruit, Canned pumpkin, Evaporated Milk 

Let us continue to support this ministry to our community and share every week!
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SCOUT MASTER BOB

Nov. 13-15 Climbing Campout, Bloomington

Nov 18 Committee Meeting. plan 2010 Calendar

Dec. 11-13 Caving with Troop 13

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Troop 97 meets every Tuesday night at the Waltham Presbyterian Church.  Contact Ralph Moshage at 667-4511 or 

Ross Wilson at 434-1469 for information about the troop.
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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1From Your PNC
On Sept. 27, we conducted a Neutral Pulpit.  Pastor Howard Smith has accepted our call.  We will be working on setting up a date for him to Candidate at Waltham.  Our committee was able to spend time with Pastor Howard and his wife Patty.  We found them to be a warm and caring couple.  We enjoyed his Sermon and his Children’s Sermon.  Both Waltham and Pastor Smith are taking a great leap of faith given the current financial situation at Waltham.  Let us all work very hard to make this transition a successful one.

Reverend Howard Smith

Howard Clark Smith born as the last of four children on February 4, 1954 to Audine and Walter Smith in Indianapolis Indiana.  At the age of 10 he moved with his family to Pittsburgh, PA.  where he attended Mount Lebanon High School.   Howard heard God’s call to ministry at the age of 13 and was attending The Beverly Heights United Presbyterian Church.  He received his undergraduate degree in religious studies at Bethany College in Bethany West Virginia and his Masters at Princeton Theological Seminary.  

Howard’s experience began with service in the Beverly Heights Church as summer staff.  He served the Disciples of Christ Churches in West Virginia as itinerant preacher.  While in Seminary he was a student assistant at Phoenixville Presbyterian Church, Phoenixville, PA. and Redeemer Moravian Church in Philadelphia, PA.. He was licensed in ministry in 1980 and served as Stated supply for Pittsburgh Presbytery.  His first call and ordination was to Harmony United Presbyterian Church, in Penn Run, PA and Clymer Presbyterian Church, in Clymer, PA. a yoked parish 1981.  After seven years pastor Smith was called to serve at First Presbyterian Church in Kingston, NY for eleven years.  Briefly he served as a Director of Spiritual Care for the Northeast Center for Special Care, a center devoted to the care of head trauma patients.  Also stated supply for the Hughsonville Community Presbyterian Church in Hughsonville, NY.

Currently Pastor Smith is serving, via the formula of agreement, at The High Woods Reformed Church located in Saugerties, NY a member church of the Reformed Church of America.  Pastor Smith has served this congregation for the past 8 years.  He and his wife Patty live 7 miles away from the church in Lake Katrine, NY. with their two dogs Gracie May, a 4 yr old black Labrador Retriever and Chase a 2yr old Great Dane.  Patty is the Assistant Director of Medical Records for Kingston and Benedictine Hospitals.  Howard also has a 22 year old daughter Alexis who lives in Pittsburgh, works for a cancer research facility and attends Duquesne University to get her Masters degree in Forensic Science.  She has aspirations to obtain a law degree as well as her doctorate.  

Pastor Smith’s 28 years in ministry includes service in the Presbytery of Kiskiminetas and the Hudson River Presbytery. In the Hudson River Presbytery he has served in Parish & Congregational Development, Small Church leadership programs, and currently works with the Transformational Ministries Committee.  In the Classis of the Mid-Hudson (RCA equivalent of Presbytery) he has served as a member of the Church Planning and Development Committee, and Supervisor of the Hurley Reformed Church.  He currently serves as Chair of the Nominations Committee, Supervisor of the Marbletown Reformed Church and Chairs the Church Planning and Development Committee.

SOUP LUNCH

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1With the exciting news from the PNC, we need to look forward to the readying of the manse for its new family.  There is much needed work to be done, and funds to get the work done are in short supply.  

The session would like to invite you to a special “Soup Lunch” after church on November 1st, as a start at fund raising to ready the manse.  

We will provide a soup lunch (Ralph’s famous chili, potato soup, chicken soup, and vegetable) for a free will offering.  There will also be soup for sale, by the quart for you to take home at a cost of $5  per quart.  

The entertainment part of the day will be a Dessert Auction.  If you would like to contribute one of your famous desserts, it would be appreciated.  We know how much fun dessert auctions are from previous experience!!!

So please mark the day on your calendar and come join us for lunch and fun fellowship time as we start the process of getting ready to welcome a new Pastor and family.
NOVEMBER ANNIVERSERIES

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 103
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Laatz*


14
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne English


16
Mr. & Mrs. Irwin Jann


24
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Finley


25     Mr. & Mrs. Don Scharlau
NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 12
Glenn Stevenson


3 
Jessica Edgcomb (Dan)


5
Ralph Moshage



Kevin Walsh



Diane Williamson


8
Clint Baker



Norman Videgar


9
Melissa Dapkus



Jill Durant



Mandy Tomaseski


12      Shannon Small



15
Jessica Lynn Reel


16     Tony Mertes

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
18
Tim Leonard



Wendy Olivero



Andrew Ostrowski


20
Sarah Finley



Beth Hahne


21
Corlin Lukas


22
John Christopher



Tyler Hagenbuch



Raymond Jones*

23
Stacey Kinzer


26
Chris Moshage


27
Jayden Brown



Caleb Tomeseski


28
Amy Ploch


29     Marcie Holland
Saturday, November 14

Looking for crafters and vendors for a holiday open house/fundraiser. Saturday November 14th located in basement of church. If you would be interested in a table or if you would have any suggestions please contact Sharon Reel 538-1947.
LECTIONARY for the LORD’S DAY

Nov. 1


All Saints’ Day

Communion

Harvest Sunday

Isa. 25: 6-9

Ps 24

Rev. 21: 1-6a

John 11: 32-44

Nov. 8


Thank Offering

Ruth 3:1-5;4:13-17
Ps. 127

Heb. 9: 24-28

Mark 12: 38-44

Nov.15


33rd in Ordinary Time

1 Sam. 1: 4-20

1 Sam. 2: 1-10

Heb. 10:11-14,19-25
 Mark 13: 1-8

Nov.22


Christ the King

Adventure Sunday

2 Sam. 23: 1-7

Ps. 132; 1-12

Rev. 1: 4b-8

John 18: 33-37

Nov. 29

1st Sun, of Advent

Jer. 33: 14-16

Ps. 25: 1-10

1 Thess. 3: 9-13
Luke 21: 25-

[image: image14.wmf][image: image15.wmf]_1317739289.unknown

_1317741325

