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Sampling

Sampling Procedure

The UNPS is carried out over a twelve-month period (a “wave”) on a nationally representative sample of households, for the
purpose of accommodating the seasonality associated with the composition of and expenditures on consumption. The
survey is conducted in two visits in order to better capture agricultural outcomes associated with the two cropping seasons
of the country. The UNPS therefore interviews each household twice in a year, in visits approximately six months apart.

In 2009/10, the UNPS set out to track and interview 3,123 households that were distributed over 322 Enumeration Areas
(EAs), selected out of 783 EAs that had been visited during the Uganda National Household Survey (UNHS) in 2005/06. The
distribution of the EAs covered by the 2009/10 UNPS was such that it included all 34 EAs in Kampala District, and 72 EAs (58
rural and 14 urban) in each of the other regions i.e. Central excluding Kampala, Eastern, Western and Northern which make
up the strata.

Within each stratum, the EAs were selected with equal probability with implicit stratification by urban/rural and district (in
this order). However, the probabilities of selection for the rural portions of ten districts that had been oversampled by the
UNHS 2005/06 were adjusted accordingly. Since most IDP (Internally Displaced People) camps in the Northern region are
currently unoccupied, the EAs that constituted IDP camps were not part of the UNPS sample. This allocation allows for
reliable estimates at the national, rural-urban and regional levels i.e. at level of strata representativeness which includes: (i)
Kampala City, (ii) Other Urban Areas, (iii) Central Rural, (iv) Eastern Rural, (v) Western Rural, and (vi) Northern Rural.

In the UNPS 2010/11, the concept of Clusters instead of EAs was introduced. A cluster represents a group of households that
are within a particular geographical area up to parish level. This was done due to split-off households that fell outside the
selected EAs but could still be reached and interviewed if they still resided within the same parish as the selected EA.
Consequently, in each subsequent survey wave, a subset of individuals was selected for tracking.

The UNPS is part of the long term Census and Household Survey Program hence questionnaires and the timing of data
collection are coordinated with the current surveys and census implemented by UBOS.

SAMPLE REFRESH

Starting with the UNPS 2013/14 (Wave 4) fieldwork, one third of the initial UNPS sample was refreshed with the intention to
balance the advantages and shortcomings of panel surveys. Each new household will be visited for three consecutive waves,
while baseline households will have a longer history of five or six years, given the start time of the sample refresh. This same
sample was used for the UNPS 2015/16 (Wave 5)

Once a steady state is reached, each household will be visited for three consecutive years, and at any given time one third
of the households will be new, one third will be visited for the second time, and one third for the third (and last) time. The
total sample will never be too different from a representative cross-section of the country, yet two-thirds of it will be a panel
with a background of a year or two.

New households were identified using the updated sample frames developed by the UBOS in 2013 as part of the
preparations for the 2014 Uganda Population and Housing Census.
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Questionnaires

Overview

The UNPS had six questionnaires namely: Household Questionnaire; Woman Questionnaire; Agriculture & Livestock
Questionnaire; Fisheries Questionnaire; Community Questionnaire and Market Questionnaire. Each of these questionnaires is
divided into a number of sections and the number of questions in each section varies accordingly.

It should be noted that in 2013/14 and 2015/16, all questionnaires were administered using the CAPI software except the
Fisheries and Market Questionnaires which were not administered.

4



Uganda - National Panel Survey 2015-2016

Data Collection

Data Collection Dates
Start End Cycle
2015-03-10 2016-03-29 N/A

Data Collection Mode
Computer Assisted Personal Interview [capi] 

DATA COLLECTION NOTES

Prior to starting data collection, field staff were trained for a period of approximately four weeks with practical sessions to
introduce the concept of CAPI (Computer Assisted Personal Interviews) using the CWEST newly developed dynasty system
and SurveyBe software on the UMPCs. The structure of the implementation of the UNPS 2015/16 consisted of 9 mobile field
teams, each of which comprised of a driver, a supervisor, and three enumerators. Each mobile team had a vehicle, UMPCs
and GPS units, and anthropometric equipment (height and weight scales). All data was captured directly on the UMPCs using
CWEST and SurveyBe. The data collected was electronically sent from the field at the conclusion of interviews for each EA. 

The teams spend between two to three weeks collecting data during a trip each month. At the end of each trip, the teams
report back to Headquarters for debriefing and discussion of any challenges. The main field work, which lasted from
February 2015 to February 2016, comprised of two six-month phases. All households were visited once in each phase with
exception of some split-off individuals identified in phase 1 who were visited only once in the 12-month period during phase
2. This was mostly due to issues related to tracking long-distance cases. 

The fieldwork was designed in a two-phase format in order to accommodate the difficulties associated with solicitation of
information on agriculture since Uganda has two agricultural seasons. The first season runs from February to July/August and
the second from August/September to December. To collect accurate information for each of the two agricultural seasons
and minimize recall associated with agricultural decisions that the survey seeks information on, the households with the
exception of some split-off cases noted above, were visited twice in the course of 12 months. 

In each cluster, during the Visit 1, the household questionnaire was fully administered to approximately half of the
households randomly selected while only the roaster was updated for these households during visit 2. The other half of the
sample in the cluster received only the household roster along with the first half of the agriculture questionnaire (if it was
engaged in agricultural activities) in visit 1, while the rest of the household questionnaire and roster update were
administered during visit 2. This organization attempts to ensure an even distribution of households that reported
information on household consumption in each month of the main field work. Given the CAPI system being used, the
information solicited from each household in visit 1 is uploaded for visit 2. 

Each of the 9 teams was assigned a number of dynasties containing the households/individuals to be interviewed within a
particular visit, based on when it was covered during the previous wave, after which they were re-visited after six months.
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Data Processing
No content available
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Data Appraisal
No content available
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Related Materials

Questionnaires

The Uganda National Panel Survey 2015/16: Household Questionnaire

Title The Uganda National Panel Survey 2015/16: Household Questionnaire

Author(s) The Uganda Bureau of Statistics

Country Uganda

Language English

Filename unps_2015_16_household_qx.pdf

The Uganda National Panel Survey 2015/16: Agriculture & Livestock
Questionnaire

Title The Uganda National Panel Survey 2015/16: Agriculture & Livestock Questionnaire

Author(s) The Uganda Bureau of Statistics

Country Uganda

Language English

Filename unps_2015_16_agriculture_qx.pdf

The Uganda National Panel Survey 2015/16: Community/Facility Questionnaire

Title The Uganda National Panel Survey 2015/16: Community/Facility Questionnaire

Author(s) The Uganda Bureau of Statistics

Country Uganda

Language English

Filename unps_2015_16_community_qx.pdf

The Uganda National Panel Survey 2015/16: Woman Questionnaire

Title The Uganda National Panel Survey 2015/16: Woman Questionnaire

Author(s) The Uganda Bureau of Statistics

Country Uganda

Language English

Filename unps_2015_16_woman_qx.pdf

Reports

The Uganda National Panel Survey 2015/16: Basic Information Document (BID)

Title The Uganda National Panel Survey 2015/16: Basic Information Document (BID)

Author(s) The Uganda Bureau of Statistics

Country Uganda

Language English

Filename unps_2015_16_bid.pdf
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