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Home Security Basics

The following few pages are designed to help you evaluate your own security, and offer suggestions on ways to "harden" your residence against break-ins.  The emphasis is on securing windows and doors: as you might expect, those are the areas of vulnerability for a thief intent on entry.  

What may surprise you is about half of all burglars enter homes through unlocked doors and windows.  Just by making a practice of locking doors and windows, you can reduce your chance of a burglary by half!  Please take the time to look at the security methods outlined here, and use them to increase the security of your home.

Doors and Windows

The most common ways of forcing entry through a door is by kicking in the door, twisting off the doorknob, or prying the door open.  When evaluating your security, consider the following recommendations.

DOOR CONSTRUCTION:

· Doors should be of metal clad or solid wood construction

· A 190 degree door view should be installed in all doors without windows

· Door hinges should be on the interior side of the door.  If hinges are on the exterior of the door, hinges should be "pinned" to prevent door removal.

· Consider break-resistant glass or laminates for windows within 40" of the door lock.
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LOCKS:
· All doors should have a properly installed deadbolt
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1" long bolt throw

· rotating or beveled collar

· case-hardened steel 

· strike plate secured with 3" screws

· Chain locks are often used as a night latch.  Chain locks are not recommended because they are easy to overcome with force.

SLIDING DOORS AND WINDOWS:

· Sliding doors and windows should have a secondary blocking device such as a track lock or dowel in the track.  

· make sure the door or window can't be lifted out from its track.  Screws installed to project slightly from the upper track will prevent windows and doors from being lifted out.

Outdoor Security
GARAGES:

· Keep your garage door closed, even when at home.  Leaving your garage open gives burglars the opportunity to "take inventory".  

· Padlocks can be inserted into holes in garage door tracks to prevent the door from being forced open.

STORAGE SHEDS:

· Don't forget about securing storage sheds.  If the storage shed door doesn't permit installation of a deadbolt, install a good quality hasp and padlock.  

· Hasps need to be bolted, not screwed, to the surface.

· Bolts should not be visible when hasp is in place.

LIGHTS:

· Porch lights should be on from dusk to dawn every night.  Consider using timers to turn lights on so you never come home to a dark house.

· Timers should be set to several lights to establish a look of occupancy.

· Use yard lights to illuminate walkways, driveways, and garages.

· Motion detectors can be used to alert the resident and neighbors that someone is in the area.

LANDSCAPING:

· Trim shrubs around house to prevent a place for concealment by burglars.

· Trim trees up approximately 5 feet for the same reason.

· A deterrent to vulnerable first floor windows is to plant low, thorny bushes around these windows.

· Use landscaping to define the boundaries of your property.

· Fences should establish the boundaries of your property without offering concealment for a burglar.

· Make sure your house numbers are visible from the roadway, in the event that an emergency response is needed.

Indoor Security

· Operation ID - Engrave your valuables with your driver's license number, and keep a record of what you have engraved.

· Set lights on timers to make your home appear occupied at all times.

· Use a greeting on your answering machine that doesn't tell the caller you are gone or how long you will be out.

· Use these tips, along with those presented at the Block watch meeting, to make your home a safer place for you and your family.
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