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A document containing the details of the international transportation of goods by sea. It serves as proof of
receipt of goods by the carrier. Furthermore, it serves as a transportation contract obliging the carrier to deliver
the goods to the consignee. The Bill of Lading is a document of title to goods, thus its bearer is the owner of the
goods. If goods are shipped by sea without a document of title to goods, a Sea Waybill is used instead.

Required for customs clearance.

Portuguese name of the document = Conhecimento de Carga

To be prepared by the carrier or his agent as a clean or unclean Bill of Lading.

No specific form required, provided that the document corresponds to the applicable conventions regarding both form and
content, which in practice leads to a large scale standardisation of the employed forms.

Usually issued in English.

Three full sets of the Bill of Lading are usually issued, each containing an original and several copies.

The clean Bill of Lading states that the goods are received in apparent good order and condition, whereas the unclean Bill of
Lading indicates that goods received are damaged or in bad order ("g.b.o."). If an unclean Bill of Lading is issued, the
financing bank may refuse to accept the consignor's documents.

Please note:

If two or more modes of movement of goods are combined in one transport operation, a Multimodal  or  Combined
Transport Document may replace the ocean or marine Bill of Lading.

If dangerous goods are being shipped by sea, the shipper must hand a Declaration for Dangerous Goods Shipped via
Sea Freight to the carrier or his agent prior to the shipment of the goods.

Minimum content in accordance with the provisions of the Normative Instruction RFB No. 800 of 27 December 2007:

Bill of Lading number

date of issue

port of loading

port of provenance

port of destination

gross weight of the freight in kg

marks and numbers, number and type of packages

weight and size of employed containers in case of containerised cargo

kind and quantity of packaging for loose cargo

kind and quantity of bulk cargo

chassis number for vehicles

volume of the freight in m3
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description of the freight, including identification of dangerous product properties

NCM number

identification of cargo loaded for consumption on the vessel

identification of the shipper or exporter

consignee's National Register of Legal Persons (CNPJ) number

consignee's passport number

in case the document was issued on order by a foreign company or bank, the entity is to be identified in the document

notify address in Brazil

freight charges under specification of invoiced components and currency

payment modalities; pre-payment or other

terms of delivery

For a sample of a Bill of Lading as used in international trade practice, see the following document:
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