THE VISION OF 

GATEWAY COMMUNITY CHURCH

Gateway Community Church is committed to developing a passion for Jesus Christ in the lives of people based upon the Holy Bible.

Our four-fold purpose is to celebrate the living Christ, cultivate growth in Christ, care for one another in Christ, and communicate Christ to our World.

The purpose of this study is to determine to our understanding, commitment, & viability to our church’s vision/core values in order to present a charge to each other to live these statements out to our fullest extent in our daily lives.  

We will begin our lesson by examining our vision statement.  Then we will proceed to analyze our purpose value statements.  And lastly, we will discuss the conformity of our vision purpose value statements to our present church body in light of who God is. 

I.
Vision:

A. What is a “church vision?”  How do we define a church vision? 
  
B.       Do we understand the vision of this church?
 

1.
Discuss this quote by Leonard Ravenhill:

“No man lives beyond his vision.”
2. What does this statement from Ravenhill mean?

3.
Are we capable at Gateway of achieving our church’s vision?

4.   Are we capable of surpassing our church’s vision?

5. How evident is our vision displayed in this church? 

6.   Where is our vision evidenced in our church?

C. What commitment will we have to have to see this vision/image come into greater fruition and focus?

1. Are we as a body of believers at Gateway, fearful of expanding our vision because of the demand it will make on us?

Time?

Shift in priorities?

Energy?

Money?

2.
Though we might not be able to actualize our vision all at once, what specific practical applications of this vision (one mile marker at a time) can we achieve this year?  How about next year?  Thomas Edison didn’t state that he wanted to invent hundreds of things at once; he took it one invention at a time.  Indeed, he became known as the greatest inventor of all time.  Please cite them in order of immediate importance.
a.


b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

g.

D. What central Scripture passage (s) comprehensively substantiates our vision statement?

1.


2.

3.

II.
Core Values:  Our four-fold purpose is to celebrate the living Christ, cultivate growth in Christ, care for one another in Christ, and communicate Christ to our World.
A.  
How do our core values substantiate our vision at Gateway Community Church?   

B.
What does “celebrate the living Christ” suppose to look like in our church?

1. What ways can we better relate this specific purpose-value statement to our vision so that it (our vision) may be strengthened & maximized in our church?

a.

b.

c.

2. What passages of Scripture should we use to substantiate this purpose/value statement?

a.




b.




c.

3.
What level of commitment are you willing to make to see this specific value maximized in our church?




a.




b.




c.

C.
What does “cultivate growth in Christ” suppose to look like?

1. What ways can we better relate this specific purpose-value statement to our vision so that it (our vision) may be strengthened & maximized in our church?

a.

b.

c.

2. What passages of Scripture should we use to substantiate this purpose/value statement?

a.

b.

c.

3.
What level of commitment are you willing to make to see this specific value maximized in our church?




a.




b.




c.

D.
What does “care for one another in Christ” suppose to look like?

1.
What ways can we better relate this specific purpose-value statement to our vision so that it (our vision) may be strengthened & maximized?




a.




b.




c.

2.
What central Scripture passages should we use to substantiate this purpose/value statement?




a.




b.




c.

3.
What level of commitment are you willing to make to see this specific value strengthened & maximized in our church?




a.




b.




c.

E.
What does “communicate Christ to our world” suppose to look like?

1.
What ways can we better relate this specific purpose-value statement to our vision so that it (our vision) may be strengthened & maximized?


a.


b.


c.

2.
What central Scripture passages should we use to substantiate this purpose/value statement?




a.




b.




c.

3.
What level of commitment are you willing to make to see this specific value strengthened & maximized in our church?




a.




b.




c.
III.
Vision/Purpose Conformity (“If a church doesn’t have a vision it will perish!” ~ Rev. Kent Pate):
A.
Does this present vision and core purpose values conform, match, & correspond to, who we actually are as believers at Gateway Community Church?  

B.
Is there a better vision and purpose values that best suits our church in view of who God is in light of who we are?  If so, what should it say?
�  The Hebrew word for vision in its various forms denotes the following:  to see, perceive, behold, revelation, supernatural revelation, supernatural appearance, mirror, appearance, spectacle, watch out for, become visible, opening for light; look around, accept as an act of grace, hope to which is looked forward, gaze upon, regard, look, care about, catch sight of, tan, scorch, and gaze about.





The Greek word for vision in its various forms denotes the following:  that which is seen, denotes a spectacle, an appearance a vision; sense of sight, is rendered “visions”; to see, a coming into view.





� Some people will say that Proverbs 29:18 implies that this passage means if a church doesn’t have a vision the church will perish.  This passage is not a reference to the church.  Second, the overall context of this section of Proverbs is a contrast between the righteous and the non-righteous.  Therefore, specifically looking at Prov. 29:18, the passage is saying that without prophetic revelation from God people are unrestrained, i.e., lawless, and thus, will fall under God’s judgment. 





�  To “celebrate” as a verb in an English dictionary is to observe with proper ceremonies or festivals; perform publicly with the proper ceremonies or festivals; make known publicly; proclaim; praise; honor; laud; have a happy time.
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