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520 Veirs Mill Road

Rockville, MD 20852

September 2016
Dear parents/guardians,

Welcome to St. Mary’s CCD program! We are blessed to have you as a part of our program, and we hope that through our CCD classes and community you and your children will come to know Christ more intimately and will gain tools to help you follow him as disciples. You give your children an amazing gift by teaching them about Jesus Christ and his love! We are here to assist you in this most important work.
If your children attend our Sunday classes, the class time will allow you to attend either the Saturday 5pm, Sunday 7:30am, 9am, 12:30pm, or 5pm Mass as a family. Please remember that CCD is not meant to be a substitute for Sunday Mass. The most important faith formation you can give your child is attending Mass together as a family. Children need to attend Mass as much as adults do, because they too need the graces that Jesus offers us through the Holy Mass.
You are your child’s first teacher of the faith, and as such you pass on the faith in a variety of ways: attending Mass as a family on Sunday and Holy Days, regular reception of the Sacrament of Reconciliation, praying together, discussing moral and social issues, and, of course, reviewing and discussing the CCD lessons. Here at St. Mary’s we ask all parents to attend a four-session class. The goal for these classes is to give you the tools to be able to share your faith with your children and to reinforce at home the lessons the children are learning throughout the year in CCD. These classes also give you a chance to get to know the other parents in the parish, which helps keep our community strong and vibrant.
I hope this handbook will answer most of the questions you have about our CCD program. If you have any further questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me by phone or email. Please pray for the catechists and me and know of our prayers for you.  I remain,
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Yours in Christ,

Lacy Prebula

Director of Religious Education
ST. MARY’S RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CALENDAR

2016-2017
Class times: Sun 10:15-11:45am OR Mon 6:45-8:00pm 
	September 11/12
	CCD classes begin

	September 18
	Catechetical Sunday, Catechists recognized at 9am Mass

	September 18/19
	CCD

	September 25/26
	CCD

	September 29
	Confirmation Parent/Child Mtg 7pm – School Auditorium

	
	

	October 2/3
	CCD 

	October 6
	First Reconciliation Parent Mtg 7pm – School Auditorium

	October 9/10
	CCD 

	October 16/17
	CCD – Faith Knowledge Assessments

	October 23
	Confirmation Retreat – 1-7pm at St. Mary’s

	October 23/24
	CCD (no class for 8th grade)

	October 30/31
	CCD for Sunday, No CCD for Monday

	
	

	November 6/7
	CCD – Circle of Grace

	November 13/14
	CCD

	November 20/21
	CCD

	November 27/28
	No CCD classes (Thanksgiving weekend)

	
	

	December 4/5
	CCD (Confessions for Grades 7 & 8– Sunday only)

	December 11/12
	CCD (Confessions for Grades 5 & 6 on Sunday; and for all grades on Monday) 

	December 17
	First Reconciliation & Pancake Breakfast 10am – Main Church

	December 18/19
	CCD (Confessions for Grades 3 & 4 – Sunday only)

	December 25/26
	No CCD classes  (Christmas Break)

	
	

	January 1/2
	No CCD (Christmas Break)

	January  5
	First Holy Communion Parent Mtg 7pm – School Auditorium

	January 8/9
	CCD

	January 15/16
	No CCD classes (MLK Holiday)

	January 22/23
	CCD

	January 29/30
	CCD

	
	

	February 2
	Confirmation Parent/Child Meeting 7pm – School Auditorium

	February 5/6
	CCD

	February 12/13
	No CCD for Sunday, CCD for Monday

	February 19/20
	No CCD classes (President’s Day)

	February 26/27
	CCD

	
	

	March 5/6
	CCD

	March 11
	Confirmation Interviews – 9:00-11:30am at the Rectory

	March 12/13
	CCD

	March 19/20
	CCD (Confessions for grades 6, 7 & 8– Sunday only)

	March 25
	First Holy Communion Retreat 9:30am-12:30pm

	March 26/27
	CCD (Confessions for grades 4 & 5– Sunday only; and for all grades on Monday)

	
	

	April 2/3
	CCD (Confessions for grades 2, 3 & Adv. Sacraments – Sunday only)

	April 9/10
	No CCD (Montgomery County Schools Spring Break)

	April 16/17
	No CCD (Easter)

	April 23
	Confirmation Evening of Reflection – 3:30-7:30pm in the School Gym

	April 23/24
	CCD (no class for 8th grade)

	April 28
	Confirmation Practice – 6pm in the Main Church

	April 29
	Confirmation Mass – 10am in the Main Church

	April 30/May 1
	CCD

	
	

	May 3
	7th Grade Parent/Child Confirmation Mtg 7pm – Preparation for 2018

	May 4
	First Communion Holy Hour – 7-8pm in Our Lady’s Chapel

	May 5
	First Holy Communion Rehearsal 6pm – Meet in School Gym

	May 6
	First Holy Communion Ceremony 10am – Meet in Gym 9:30am

	May 7
	Parish May Crowning

	May 7/8
	Last Day of CCD; May Crowning on Sunday


Sunday CCD Session
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10:15 – 11:45am
Grade


Room

Catechist(s)




Contact Info          

Kindergarten

36

Malou Minoza…………………….malou_minoza@yahoo.com
Aide: Caroline Bodner………………………cinecruz@aol.com
1st


34

Carole Day…..............................carole_day2000@yahoo.com
Aide: Adjoua Silue…………………….adjoua_silue@yahoo.fr
2A
32

Jacqueline Starkes…………………….jacqlogan@verizon.net
Aide: Miguel Cerritos-Aracen……migaracen@yahoo.com

2B


35

Katie Briggs……………………………….ktbriggs1@gmail.com






Aide: Felicidad Naval………………….felynaval@yahoo.com





3rd


5

Janice Reese……………………………….jjan96md@gmail.com





Aide: Ross Locraft.…………………..rossl921@verizon.net
4th


4

Manuela DiCamillo………manueladicamillo@comcast.net






Aide: Steven Cenname……….stevencenname@gmail.com
5th


17

Anna Martin………………………..sellallyouown@yahoo.com






Aide: Anita Dsouza………………anitajdsouza1@gmail.com 

6th


14

Jimmy Berg…………………………………..…jaberg99@aol.com





Sarah Berg……………………………….…seberg29@gmail.com




7th


18

David DeSantos…………….david.desantos@med.navy.mil





Aide: Carolyn Davenport-Thomas……………………………







         
      blessedmomma02@yahoo.com
8A


15

Tony Prebula………..……………martin.prebula@gmail.com

8B


16

Gerry Blackwell………………….blackwellgerry@gmail.com

Adv. Sacraments
Library
Tim Hannan………………………...rockcresty2k@netzero.net


RCIA for Children
Conf. Rm.
Sally Rinaldi……………………………sallyrinaldi@yahoo.com 

Access to Faith 
47

Maureen Britti………………………...maureenbritti@aol.com







Teresa Holler………...teresa.holler.consultant@gmail.com


Monday CCD Session
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6:45 – 8:00pm
Grade


Room

Catechist(s)




Contact Info

1st


32

Kelly Sweet……………………….…kfsweet2000@yahoo.com

2nd


35

Ellen Laumark….……………………………………240-669-6358





Aide: Paula Huang……………………..paula.h.36@gmail.com
4rd


18

Katie Fitzgerald……………katie.r.fitzgerald@gmail.com





Aide: Carol Keith………………..rkeith1505@gmail.com

6th


17

Victor Gannon……………………….vicgannon26@gmail.com





Aide: Scott Thompson…………………sthompson@usac.org

7th 


16

Karl Kovacs…………....………………kfkovacs@gmail.com
8th


15

Brock Roughton……………..….brock.roughton@gmail.com
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Expectations for Parents, 

Students, and Teachers
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Our Christian faith is something vibrant and alive. When we learn about Christ and his teachings, we learn a way of life, a way of loving God and all those we meet. This is a dynamic process that is different, in many ways, from learning math, science, or history. The Holy Spirit directs the process by preparing the heart of each student to receive the love and teachings of Christ. Parents and teachers teach in and through the Holy Spirit, who guides their words and actions. In order for this process to bear fruit in the lives of all those involved, parents, students, and teachers should understand the process of catechesis and know what is expected of them. The following lists are taken from Forming Disciples of the New Evangelization, the Religious Education Curriculum Guide developed by the Archdiocese of Washington.
Expectations for Parents/Guardians:

The most important task of the catechesis of children is to provide, through the witness of adults, an environment in which young people can grow in faith. (National Directory for Catechesis, no. 205)
· Witness and teach the faith to their children as primary educators.
· Maintain their homes as “domestic” churches wherein relationship with God is
evident and participation in parish life is promoted.
· Esteem their children, seeing in each the face of Christ.
· Witness their own relationship with God in their love for their children as the
outcome of God’s love.
· Be actively involved in the life of the Church through participation in Sunday
liturgies, the sacramental life of the Church, the community life of the parish
and stewardship.
· Help their children to respond to the vocation God calls them to in the life of
the Church and society.
· Be socially aware promoting the dignity of human life and nonviolence in the
home and in the culture.
· Educate their children in the sanctity of human life and sexuality.
· Collaborate with catechists and teachers by promoting and assessing the
development of faith in their children.
· Prepare their children for their participation in the sacraments.
· Attend to their own spiritual lives through reflection, prayer and reading of
Scriptures.
Expectations for Students:

· Exhibit their willingness to learn through active participation in the learning environment. 

· Collaborate with catechists and peers.

· Show evidence of literacy and proficiency in the catechetical message and its application to daily life. 

· Come to know how Jesus Christ is central to their lives. 

· Show earnestness in preparation for active participation in the life of the Catholic Church. 

· Show evidence of moral decision-making and critical thinking. 

· Demonstrate understanding and application of Catholic social teaching to current societal situations. 

· Articulate Christian virtues as applied to personal decision-making and behaviors. 

· Show understanding that they are loved by God, are created for union with God, and are of inestimable value before the Creator. 

· Exhibit spiritual growth through prayer, sacramental participation, maturing understanding of Christian discipleship and stewardship. 

· Respect and appreciate the cultural and religious heritage of all people no matter the race, ethnicity or religious identity of the person. 

· Exhibit understanding of their relationship with the triune God and their ultimate destiny with their Creator.
Expectations for Teachers:

Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, catechists powerfully influence those being catechized by their faithful proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the transparent example of their Christian lives. (General Directory for Catechesis, no. 29A)
· Meet the diverse needs of participants through differentiated instruction, approaching the catechetical message with various strategies that will help participants learn. 

· Utilize a variety of catechetical resources and assessments in order to help the student learn optimally. 

· Use technology and other appropriate instruments that enhance the learning process.

· Provide for varied learning situations that include various grouping methods, peer leadership, and cross-curricular methods to integrate the learning process.

· Be fully informed of the catechetical content.

· Inform and involve parents in the catechesis of their participants through understanding of the curriculum, assessment and reporting.

· Participate in ongoing professional development.

· Pursue initial and ongoing certification as catechists in the Archdiocese of Washington.

· Participate fully in the liturgical and sacramental life of the Church.

· Attend to their own spiritual lives through reflection, prayer and reading of the Scriptures.


Catholic Online Resources for Parents
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______________________________________________________

www.adw.org
This is the official website of the Archdiocese of Washington.  It has information and links for events around the archdiocese, as well as a list of all the parishes in the archdiocese.  This is helpful if you are looking for a Mass schedule or contact at another parish.

www.catholic.com Catholic Answers is mostly a site that answers questions about the Catholic faith. It was put together by the people who work with Karl Keating, author of Fundamentalism and Catholicism, and other great books about knowing, defending, and sharing the Faith of the Roman Catholic Church.

www.catholic.org  Catholic Online is a huge resource center, with news, 10,000+ links, forums, articles, devotions, shopping, and more. 

www.catholicculture.org  This site reviews over 500 Catholic web sites annually to let you know what’s out there—both  what to look at and what to avoid. If you want to learn more about your Catholic faith—its doctrine, its history, and what is happening in the Church today—this is the site for you!  
www.catholicmom.com  This is a web site for sharing and learning about parenting and faith issues. You can stop by their Catholic Mom blog and share your comments and ideas. Check out the Catholic Moments Podcast for news and chats with authors, columnists, and musicians. Other highlights of the Catholic Moms (TM) web site include: recipes, traditions, holy day and holiday ideas, home management, kid’s activities, and motivational tips pages; you can submit your ideas or find out new tips.
www.dads.org This is the online resource ministry of St. Joseph’s Covenant Keepers (SJCK), an informal international network of Christian men, under the patronage of St. Joseph, dedicated to strengthening the family. The site is filled with information and resources for dads.

www.catholicparents.org  Catholic Parents mission is "to build a network of faithful, dynamic, and informed parents, students, and alumni, committed to working with Catholic schools and other programs of education to ensure the authentic teaching and protection of the Catholic Faith." They are truly devoted to the Magisterium of the Catholic Church, the Pope and the Bishops in union with him. They also recognize parents’ role as the primary educators of their children. .
www.formed.org  If you are interested in learning more about your faith but don’t have time to attend a class or Bible study, check out this website. St. Mary’s has purchased a subscription to this online resource. Enter the parish access code (ed01c4) to create an account. With your account you can access Bible and faith study programs, full-length movies, audio talks, and ebooks.

www.magnificat.net  Magnifikid! reaches children from 6 to 12. When you order a subscription, the booklets are sent to the child on a monthly basis. Every month, the child will receive a booklet of 16 color pages for each Sunday, and also special issues for all major feast days (Christmas, Ash Wednesday, Holy Week, Ascension, Assumption, and All Saints Day).
www.masstimes.org  This is a free ministry to traveling Catholics, funded by Pauline Books and Media, in partnership with the Catholic Communication Campaign of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops and Mass Times Trust. No matter where you are traveling in the world, you can find out where and when the nearest Catholic Masses are available.

www.newadvent.org  New Advent is a Catholic Encyclopedia online, plus much more. 

www.parentsandkidstalking.com  This website is dedicated to supporting parents in their role as their child's primary educator about human sexuality. This website lets you know what questions kids are asking. It is filled with information and great resources to help you talk with your child about sex.
www.sacredspace.ie  You can make a 'Sacred Space' in your day with ten minutes of pryayer as you sit in front of your computer, with the help of on-screen guidance and Scripture chosen especially for each day  It’s like a having a ten minute online retreat at your disposal every day!

www.usccb.org   On this website you can find Church documents, an online Bible, Daily Mass readings, an online Catechism, and more!

www.zenit.org  ZENIT’s "mission is to provide objective coverage of events, documents and issues emanating from or concerning the Catholic Church.” This is where to go to get the latest news, from the viewpoint of the Roman Catholic Church.
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CCD Curriculum and Prayers
In the Archdiocese of Washington we use a Religious Education curriculum entitled Forming Disciples of the New Evangelization. The use of a curriculum ensures “that the faith is taught to children in a complete, systematic, and consistent way in all parish and Catholic school programs.” To learn more about the curriculum, please see the Archdiocese of Washington’s website: http://www.adw.org/forming-disciples/  Click on your child’s grade to see what standards are in place for each grade level. This is how you can see what your child will be learning each year in CCD.
In order to help the catechists gauge how well the faith is being taught and improve their teaching style, Faith Knowledge Assessments will be given to children in grades 3-8 in the fall. Please see the CCD Calendar for the date of the assessment. More information will be shared as the date approaches.
All instruction is permeated with prayer so that the knowledge we gain becomes personal. We not only come to know about God, but we come to know God in relationship, and this only happens through prayer.  Prayer is an essential aspect of faith; without prayer, our instruction is fruitless.  Each year, students concentrate on different formal prayers.  You can see the breakdown by grade listed below. 
These formal prayers are very important in the Christian life.  Formal prayers are catechetical in nature and draw us into the mystery of God.  They comfort us in times of need and guide us to constantly remember that we are dependent on God.  Along with formal prayers, students are also introduced to spontaneous prayer, which helps them to develop a personal relationship with God.  Because the students meet for such a short amount of time, prayer in the home is essential for the development of their spiritual life and relationship with God.  In this, as in all aspects of the faith, parents are the first witnesses to their children.   


K
The Sign of the Cross, Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be, Guardian Angel 



Prayer

1 Same as K, plus Hail Holy Queen, Blessing before and after Meals

2 Same as 1, plus Act of Contrition

3 Same as 2, plus Morning Offering, St. Michael Prayer

4 Same as 3, plus Rosary, Apostles’ Creed, Divine Praises

5 Same as 4, plus Memorare, Stations of the Cross 

6 Same as 5, plus Act of Faith, Act of Hope, Act of Love

7 Same as 6, plus Angelus, Regina Caeli

8 Same as 7, plus Prayer to the Holy Spirit, Prayer for Peace
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Sign of the Cross

In the name of the Father,    

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Lord’s Prayer (Our Father)

Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

Thy kingdom come;

Thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.

give us this day our daily bread 

and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil. Amen.

Hail Mary

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you!

Blessed are you among women

and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus.

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, 

now and at the hour of our death. Amen.

Glory Be

Glory be to the Father,

and to the Son,

and to the Holy Spirit,

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Guardian Angel Prayer

Angel of God, my guardian dear,
To whom God's love
entrusts me here,
Ever this day,
be at my side,
To light and guard,
Rule and guide. Amen.

Hail, Holy Queen

Hail, holy Queen, mother of mercy, our life, our sweetness, and our hope. To thee do we cry, poor banished children of Eve. To thee do we send up our sighs mourning and weeping in this valley of tears. Turn then, most gracious advocate, thine eyes of mercy toward us, and after this our exile show us the blessed fruit of thy womb, Jesus. O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary. 

Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God, that we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

Grace before Meals

Bless us O, Lord and these thy gifts which we are about to receive from thy bounty, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Grace after Meals

We give You thanks, almighty God, for all your benefits, who love and reign now and forever. Amen.

An Act of Contrition

O my God, I am heartily sorry for
having offended Thee,
and I detest all my sins,
because I dread the loss of heaven,
and the pains of hell;
but most of all because
they offend Thee, my God,
Who are all good and
deserving of all my love.
I firmly resolve,
with the help of Thy grace,
to confess my sins,
to do penance,
and to amend my life. Amen.

Morning Offering

O Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart of Mary,
I offer You my prayers, works, joys and sufferings
of this day for all the intentions of Your Sacred Heart, in union with the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass
throughout the world, in reparation for my sins,
for the intentions of all my relatives and friends,
and in particular for the intentions of the Holy Father. Amen.

St. Michael Prayer

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

The Rosary
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Mysteries of the Rosary

Joyful Mysteries (Mondays & Saturdays)

1. The Annunciation

2. The Visitation

3. The Birth of Our Lord, Jesus

4. The Presentation of Jesus in the Temple

5. The Finding of Jesus in the Temple

Sorrowful Mysteries (Tuesdays & Fridays)

1. The Agony in the Garden

2. The Scourging at the Pillar

3. The Crowning of Thorns

4. The Carrying of the Cross

5. The Crucifixion and Death of Our Lord, Jesus

Luminous Mysteries (Thursdays)

1. The Baptism of our Lord, Jesus in the Jordan River

2. The Miracle at the Wedding Feast in Cana

3. The Proclamation of the Kingdom of God

4. The Transfiguration

5. The Institution of the Eucharist

Glorious Mysteries (Wednesdays and Sundays)

1. The Resurrection of our Lord

2. The Ascension of our Lord into Heaven

3. The Descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles

4. The Assumption of Mary into Heaven

5. The Coronation of Mary as Queen of Heaven and Earth

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and earth; 
and in Jesus Christ, His only Son Our Lord, 
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into Hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into Heaven, and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and life everlasting. Amen.

Fatima Prayer (to be said after the Glory Be during the Rosary)

Oh, my Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from the fires of hell, Lead all those to heaven especially those in most need of your mercy. Amen.

Divine Praises

Blessed be God.
Blessed be His Holy Name.
Blessed be Jesus Christ, true God and true man.
Blessed be the Name of Jesus.
Blessed be His Most Sacred Heart.
Blessed be His Most Precious Blood.
Blessed be Jesus in the Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar.
Blessed be the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete.
Blessed be the great Mother of God, Mary most holy.
Blessed be her holy and Immaculate Conception.
Blessed be her glorious Assumption.
Blessed be the name of Mary, Virgin and Mother.
Blessed be St. Joseph, her most chaste spouse.
Blessed be God in His angels and in His Saints. Amen.
The Memorare

Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it known that anyone who fled to thy protection, implored thy help, or sought thine intercession was left unaided. 

Inspired by this confidence, I fly unto thee, O Virgin of virgins, my mother; to thee do I come, before thee I stand, sinful and sorrowful. O Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise not my petitions, but in thy mercy hear and answer me. 

Amen.

Stations of the Cross

1. Jesus is condemned to death

2. Jesus receives the cross

3. Jesus falls the first time

4. Jesus meets His Mother
5. Simon of Cyrene carries the cross

6. Veronica wipes Jesus' face with her veil

7. Jesus falls the second time

8. Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem
9. Jesus falls the third time

10. Jesus is stripped of His garments

11. Jesus is nailed to the cross

12. Jesus dies on the cross

13. Jesus taken down from the cross 

14. Jesus is laid in the tomb

Act of Faith
O my God, I firmly believe that you are one God in three divine Persons,

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. I believe that your divine Son became man and died for our sins, and that he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe these and all the truths which the Holy Catholic Church teaches because you have revealed them who are eternal truth and wisdom, who can neither deceive nor be deceived.  In this faith I intend to live and die. Amen.

Act of Hope

O Lord God, I hope by your grace for the pardon of all my sins and after life here to gain eternal happiness because you have promised it who are infinitely powerful, faithful, kind, and merciful.  In this hope I intend to live and die. Amen.

Act of Love

O Lord God, I love you above all things and I love my neighbor for your sake because you are the highest, infinite, and perfect good, worthy of all my love.  In this love I intend to live and die. Amen.

The Angelus

V. The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary. 

R. And she conceived of the Holy Spirit. Hail Mary…

V. Behold the handmaid of the Lord. 

R. Be it done unto me according to thy Word. Hail Mary…

V. And the Word was made flesh. 

R. And dwelt among us. Hail Mary… 

V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God, 

R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

Let us pray. Pour forth, we beseech thee, O Lord, thy grace into our hearts; that we to whom the Incarnation of Christ, thy Son, was made known by the message of an angel, may by his Passion and Cross be brought to the glory of his Resurrection. Through the same Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Regina Caeli/Queen of Heaven

V. Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia. 
R. For He whom you did merit to bear, alleluia. 


V. Has risen, as he said, alleluia. 
R. Pray for us to God, alleluia.


V. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia. 
R. For the Lord has truly risen, alleluia.

Let us pray. O God, who gave joy to the world through the resurrection of Thy Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, grant we beseech Thee, that through the intercession of the Virgin Mary, His Mother, we may obtain the joys of everlasting life. Through the same Christ our Lord. Amen.

V. Regina caeli, laetare, alleluia. 
R. Quia quem meruisti portare, alleluia. 


V. Resurrexit, sicut dixit, alleluia. 
R. Ora pro nobis Deum, alleluia.

V. Gaude et laetare, Virgo Maria, alleluia. 
R. Quia surrexit Dominus vere, alleluia.

Oremus. Deus, qui per resurrectionem Filii tui, Domini nostri Iesu Christi, mundum laetificare dignatus es: praesta, quaesumus; ut per eius Genetricem Virginem Mariam, perpetuae capiamus gaudia vitae. Per eundem Christum Dominum nostrum. Amen.

Prayer to the Holy Spirit

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of Your faithful and enkindle in them the fire of Your love.

V. Send forth Your Spirit and they shall be created.
R. And You shall renew the face of the earth.

Let us pray. O God, Who did instruct the hearts of the faithful by the light of the Holy Spirit, grant us that in the same Spirit to be truly wise, and ever to rejoice in His consolation. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayer for Peace

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. Where there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; and where there is sadness, joy. 

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console, to be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love; for it is in giving that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
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CCD Policies and Procedures


______________________________________________________
Classroom Behavior

Appropriate classroom behavior is necessary for learning to take place.  Students are expected to act as they would in their regular school.  Disrespectful behavior will not be tolerated.  Please remember that the catechists are volunteers, and they deserve respect and cooperation.  At the same time, each student also deserves respect, understanding, and a classroom conducive to learning.  If a student repeatedly and consistently disrupts class, the parent will be notified.  If necessary, a meeting will be held with the student, the parents, the catechist, and the DRE.  If the behavior continues, the student will not be permitted to return to class unless a parent accompanies him or her throughout the duration of the class.

Attendance 

Students are expected to attend all classes.  To complete a grade level, a student may only have three absences (apart from those that occur due to sickness or family emergency).  After the third absence, the student, in order to move on to the next grade, will be expected to complete make-up work assigned by the DRE and catechist.  If a child will be absent from CCD, the parent should notify the DRE by email or phone: smrockville@gmail.com, 301-762-8750.
Drop off and Pick up

Please plan to drop off your child in his or her classroom and to pick up him or her from the classroom at the end of class. If you wish for your child to leave class with another adult, you must notify the teacher in advance. If you wish to give permission for your child to leave class on his/her own, you must give written notice to the teacher in advance.
Sacramental Preparation

Generally children receive First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion in the 2nd grade and Confirmation in the 8th grade.  A child must attend at least two consecutive years of religious education prior to the reception of each of these sacraments.  Additionally, there are special parent meetings for the preparation of these sacraments that are mandatory.  

First Reconciliation and First Communion:

· Oct 6: First Reconciliation Parent Meeting, 7pm in Auditorium

· Dec 17: First Reconciliation and Pancake Breakfast, 10am

· Jan 5: First Communion Parent Meeting, 7pm in Auditorium

· Mar 25: First Communion Retreat, 9:30am-12:30pm

· May 5: First Communion Rehearsal, 6pm in Auditorium

· May 6: First Communion Mass, 10am

Confirmation:

· Sept 29: Confirmation Parent/Child Meeting, 7pm in Auditorium

· Oct 23: Confirmation Retreat, 1-7pm

· Feb 2: Confirmation Parent/Child Meeting, 7pm in Auditorium

· Mar 11: Confirmation Interviews, 9:00-11:30am in Rectory
· Apr 23: Confirmation Evening of Reflection, 3:30-7:30pm

· Apr 28: Confirmation Practice, 6pm in Main Church

· Apr 29: Confirmation Mass, 10am in Main Church

*If your child has already completed the second grade and has not received the sacraments of Reconciliation or Eucharist, or if your child has completed the eighth grade and has not been confirmed, please contact Lacy Prebula, Director of Religious Education, to inquire about preparations. We have sacramental preparation available for students at all grade levels.
Inclement Weather Policy
Sunday CCD – In the case of severe weather, parents will be notified by email as soon as possible, but in some cases this may be Sunday morning.  The Office of Religious Education is set up to provide email and website updates. Please check the website for the latest news about cancelations: www.stmarysrockville.org
Monday CCD – In the case of severe weather, Monday night classes will follow the Montgomery County Public Schools.  If the evening activities are canceled for Montgomery County, CCD will also be canceled.  You can find this information at wtop.com or by checking the local TV stations. Notice of cancelations will also be sent to you by email and posted on our website: www.stmarysrockville.org
Safe Environment Education
Every year in the fall we take time out of our regular CCD curriculum to teach about the value of positive relationships with God and others and about basic interpersonal boundaries. The program that we use is called Circle of Grace, a safe environment program developed by the Archdiocese of Omaha. This program serves the dual purpose of educating and forming youth about the value of positive relationships with God and others. Circle of Grace helps children/young people understand the sacredness of who they are and how to seek help through their relationships with trusted adults.
“Through the Circle of Grace program, adults assist children and youth to recognize that each of us lives within a Circle of Grace that holds our very essence in body, mind, heart, soul, and sexuality. Through the Circle of Grace program, children and youth are taught to identify and maintain appropriate physical, emotional, spiritual and sexual boundaries; recognize when boundary violations are about to occur; and demonstrate how to take action when boundaries are threatened or violated.
“Circle of Grace is clinically sound and grounded in the Catholic tradition. Its strong parent component means parents can actively participate in their children’s education and formation.”

The class will take place in the fall. Please see the CCD for the date of this year’s Circle of Grace class. For more information, please be in touch with Lacy Prebula.
CCD Lent and Advent Confession Opportunities
Confession is made available to students twice a year during CCD. The first is held during Advent and the second is during Lent. Confessions for Sunday students are spread out over three weekends and will take place in classrooms in the school. The Monday students will have a single penance service, which will be held in the main church. Please see the CCD calendar for the dates of these services. All students who have already completed their First Reconciliation are eligible to go to confession on these dates. All parents are also welcome to join us to celebrate this beautiful sacrament of healing. 
The catechists will spend some time in class helping the children prepare, but we encourage you to continue the preparations at home. Resources will be sent to you by email in the weeks before our penance services so you can help your children prepare to receive this sacrament. You can also find them on our website: http://stmarysrockville.org/children
Parent Classes

All parents/guardians of students enrolled in CCD are asked to attend one of our four-class parent sessions. This year the class will be on the Mass. The goal for these classes is to give you the tools to be able to share your faith with your children and to reinforce at home the lessons the children are learning throughout the year in CCD. These classes also give you a chance to get to know the other parents in the parish, which helps keep our community strong and vibrant.
You registered for one of these sessions when you registered your children for CCD. You will receive a reminder email as the classes approach. Parents are expected to attend all four of the classes in the session, so if a scheduling conflict arises, please be in touch with the Office of Religious Education to register for a different session.
	                           SUNDAY SESSIONS:

Sept/Oct Session Dates: 9/25, 10/2, 10/9, 10/16 

Jan/Feb Session Dates: 1/8, 1/22, 1/29, 2/5
March Session Dates: 3/5, 3/12, 3/19, 3/26

New Family Session: 11/13, 11/20, 12/4, 12/11

	                            MONDAY SESSIONS:

Sept/Oct Session Dates: 9/26, 10/3, 10/10, 10/17
Jan/Feb Session Dates: 1/9, 1/23, 1/30, 2/6

March Session Dates: 3/6, 3/13, 3/20, 3/27
New Family Session: 11/14, 11/21, 12/5, 12/12


General Parish Information
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Parish Staff





Rev. Monsignor Robert G. Amey, Pastor

Rev. Chip Luckett, Associate Pastor
Rev. M. Valentine Keveny, In Residence
Rev. Lucian Paulet, In Residence
Daniel F. Kostka, Sr., Deacon

Barry Levy, Deacon





Cecile Galczynski, Director of Liturgy and Music 

Kathy Yates, Pastoral Assistant  

Kevin Daly, Plant Manager
Rectory Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Rectory Office Phone: 301-424-5550
Rectory Fax: 301-424-5579
Rectory Email:  stmaryrockville@yahoo.com
Masses

Monday – Friday


7:00, 9:00 a.m. & 12:10 p.m.

Saturday



9:00am daily Mass

Saturday



5:00pm Vigil

Sunday



7:30, 9:00, 10:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m. & 5:00 p.m.

Holy Days of Obligation

7:00, 9:00 a.m., 12:10 & 7:00 p.m.

Confession Times
Saturday



4:00pm or anytime by appointment

Wednesdays during Lent

6:30-8:00pm
Eucharistic Adoration – Our Lady’s Chapel

Monday – Friday


9:30am – 6:00pm

Parish Registration

Registration forms are available in the vestibules of the church and on the parish website. Please return completed forms to the rectory.  In order to register for CCD, you should be a member of St. Mary’s Parish (except for special circumstances).  Please notify the rectory if you change your address or move from the parish.
Baptism

Pre-baptism classes for all new parents will be held on the fourth Wednesday of the month in the rectory meeting room.  To enroll, call the rectory four to six weeks prior to class. 
Marriage
Couples must make arrangements with one of the parish priests at least six months prior to the tentative wedding date, and at least one party must be a member of St. Mary's parish.
St. Mary’s Youth Group




Youth Group is for students in public, private, Catholic, or home schooling high schools. Our youth group meets on Sunday nights from 6:00-8:30 p.m. Contact Matt Curley, our youth minister, for more information: 301-906-4869, smymrockville@gmail.com. 
 


CCD Family Commitment Pledge

Student Name(s), (printed):
____________________________________________

We certify that we have read the 2016-17 parent handbook, and we understand and agree to comply with the policies contained therein.

______________________________________   
_______________________

Parent signature 




Date
We recognize that involvement by the family is important for helping children develop and grow in a relationship with Jesus Christ.  Therefore, as a family we commit to:
· Praying together as a family

· Attending Sunday (or Saturday evening) Mass regularly and 
attending Mass on Holy Days of Obligation
· Going to Confession as a family on a regular basis
· Ensuring regular CCD class attendance
· Being involved in the parish through offering our 

time/talent/treasure in support of St. Mary’s Church
· Growing continuously in our love of our faith
______________________________________________________
Signature(s) of CCD student(s)
______________________________________________________
Signature(s) of parent(s)/guardian(s)

____________________

Date
One commitment form per family. Please return to your child’s CCD teacher or to Lacy Prebula by September 25/26, 2016. Thank you!
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1. The Sign of the Cross


2. Our Father


3. 3 Hail Marys


4. Glory Be and Fatima Prayer


5. 1st  Mystery 


6. 10 Hail Marys


7. Glory Be and Fatima Prayer


8. 2nd Mystery, etc.
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� � HYPERLINK "http://www.archomaha.org/safe-environment/circle-grace/" �http://www.archomaha.org/safe-environment/circle-grace/�
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