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If you need to raise funds for the Burundi trip, you are encouraged to begin doing so immediately.  People are often very willing to give to a worthwhile cause, but they’ll only give if they know there’s a need.  Contact your friends, family, co-workers, or others who you think may be interested in supporting you.  You can send a letter, email, or some other form of communication, but please be sure that you only solicit funds from people whom you know personally.  

Your fundraising letter should include the information and details listed below. You are encouraged to write your letter in your own words and personalize it with details specific to the Burundi trip. 
· Trip Dates

· Trip Destination 

· Trip Coordinator: Times Square Church

· Object or purpose of mission, e.g. humanitarian aid, evangelistic, medical, etc.

· Background info on trip, e.g. potential ministry host or partner, background on country, area, people, etc. 

· Personal Input, e.g. Why are you going on the trip? Why to this destination? 

· Trip Cost & Payment Deadlines

· How to Make Donations – please include the following text: 

“Donations by check should be made out to Times Square Church, with (Your Name & Destination) in the memo line, and sent to:



Times Square Church



Attn. Missions Department

1657 Broadway, 4th Floor

New York, NY  10019

Please note that should I become unable to participate, the TSC Missions office will contact you regarding the use of your donated funds. You will have the option to be refunded any amount that you have donated.  If you have any questions, you may contact the TSC Missions office at 212-541-6300.”

Note: If you are writing to potential donors who attend Times Square Church, they may also make donations by placing them in the “Short Term Missions Payment Box” in the main rotunda.  Checks must be made out as indicated above, and cash donations must be placed in a tithing envelope with your name and the trip destination written on the envelope. 

Sample Fundraising Letter 

This is an actual fundraising letter for a recent trip to India that was sent out via email, with internet links to websites related to the trip and the ministries with which they would be working.  You are encouraged to write in your own voice with details specific to the Burundi trip. 

From January 19–February 2, 2006 I will be heading to India with a team of 40 people from Times Square Church. The focus of this trip will be the more than 60,000 sex workers and their children living in the red light districts of Mumbai and Pune.

Many of these women and children feel trapped. They have no hope. Young girls are born thinking they have no better option in life than to sell their bodies for $1.50. They see prostitution as their life—that’s just the way things are—and they see no way out of it. Many, at a very young age, are kidnapped from other countries and trafficked to India, or sold by their own families into prostitution—the youngest girls bringing in the most money. They are poor, uneducated, and many end up with HIV.

But there is hope, and there is a way out, and that is why we are going—to share the love of God with these women and children; to show them the hope of glory, Christ Jesus;  to speak his life and light into the darkness of their situation; to tell them who they are in Christ; to tell them that God loves them and has a plan for their lives; to tell them they don’t have to be held down by the devil, captive to prostitution, drugs, or alcohol; that Christ is their Savior and he died so that they might be free.

Mumbai and Pune
We will be splitting our time between Mumbai (moom-bye), formerly known as Bombay, and Pune (poon-ah), which is just a few hours east of Mumbai. You can see them on this map, They are toward the northwest coast, on the Arabian Sea.

The Ministries
While in Mumbai we will be working with Bombay Teen Challenge, and helping them in whatever capacity is needed. They operate rehabilitation homes for men and women, shelters for children, a mobile food service, and an HIV clinic. The mission of the rehabilitation center is to rescue and rehabilitate teenage boys who are dying of drug and alcohol abuse. The street children’s shelter is a refuge for the children of commercial sex workers—restoring their innocence, and protecting them from the physical and psychological abuse they fall victim to in their homes in the red light district.

In Pune, we will be working with Good Shepard Homes. Their focus is street children. They are dedicated to housing and providing care for orphans and destitute children. It is estimated that there are over 350,000 kids in their region alone without adequate shelter or education. The currently have nine homes housing almost 105 children.

I Need Your Support
Now I know that not all of you are in a position to give, and you may not be praying people, but every little bit you give, whether through prayer or financial support helps tremendously. I have already paid a $200 deposit, but have another $800 payment due October 3rd. I don’t have an exact figure, but the trip total is somewhere around $2700. If you are able to support me, checks can be made payable to Times Square Church, with the memo reading something like INDIA – John Doe. Checks can be mailed to:

Times Square Church

1657 Broadway, 4th Floor

New York, NY 10019

Our team of about 40 people will be split into four smaller teams of about 10 people each. I have been asked to lead one of these teams, so please keep me in prayer regarding this. I have never led a team before and will need your prayers, but I also know that God does not call us without equipping us. I expect it will be a very challenging, but rewarding growth experience.

Previous Trips

Many of you may recall last year’s trip to Lusaka, Zambia. If you didn’t get a chance to check out the photos from that trip, they are still available here. I was also recently privileged to be part of a small medical team that spent a week in Managua, Nicaragua. Photos and more information about that trip are available here.

Thank you,

John
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