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Foreword

This booklet has been compiled by our nursery committee to aid parents and workers in providing smooth transitions, meaningful learning experiences, and aid in the development of Christian foundations for spiritual growth and maturity.  It is also our goal to aid in the spiritual growth of families by allowing parents the ability to worship and be involved in small group studies.  It is with our children in mind, and for their benefit that this booklet has been developed.  

Purpose of the Preschool Department

The purpose of the preschool department at First Baptist Church of Gentry, Arkansas is to help each child…

Feel comfortable and happy, loved and wanted, secure and unhurried.

Grow in his/her ability to meet and solve problems; to make progress in sharing and taking turns.

Have experiences centered around Christ with others in a variety of situations.
Begin to associate God with feelings of wonder, love and happiness, and with his/her many happy experiences; to want to talk to God in his/her own way.

Feel that Jesus loves him/her; to feel that Jesus loves others.

Think of the Bible as a special book; to become familiar with and enjoy Bible stories that are meaningful to him/her (related to his/her own experiences).

Think of his/her church as a special place where the family may go to learn more about God and Jesus; to have happy experiences with friendly people at “my” church.

Think of his/her home as a place where he/she is loved and wanted; to have happy experiences at home where he/she can work and play with others.

General Information

Child placements

Our nursery is provided for children, newborn through 3 years of age.

Our classes are divided as follows:

Bed babies- 

babies in this room will be promoted according to physical 



and emotional development.  Usually when crawling.

Creepers-    

children in this room will remain until they turn two years 



old.

2 & 3-year-olds-
children in these rooms will remain until Promotion Sunday 



and advance therein according to the graded system.

Children older than nursery age will not be cared for or provided for in the nursery division.

Times when nursery will be provided

Sunday Morning-

9:30am   
Sunday School





10:45am 
Worship Service

Sunday Evening-

6:00pm  
Worship Service

Wednesday Evening-
6:30pm  
Bible Study (Birth -2 years)








(Cubbies- 3 yr. Olds)

Nursery care will be provided at all congregational worship services (e.g. Revivals, prayer meetings, cantatas, etc.).  

We will strive to make child care available during outreach ministries and other church functions.  However, this will only be guaranteed if the ministry is church approved. 

Please schedule the use of nursery rooms two weeks in advance through either a committee member or the church office.  Childcare is only available for parents to attend church functions and for no other reason.

Helpful Information for Parents and Workers

Parents

· Your child will adjust more quickly to being in the nursery environment if you will tell them you will be back and do not linger or try to soothe them.  You may rest assured that if your child becomes extremely upset or cries for too long, we will send for you.  However, please do not leave your child in an unattended room.
· Parents and/or grandparents, guardians, brothers, sisters, etc. should refrain from coming to the doors of the nursery to check on children.  This causes unnecessary readjustments to be made by the children.

· Bottles and baby food brought by the parents will be given to each child according to the parents’ instructions.  Crackers and apple juice are given as a snack in most rooms to children whose parents approve.  Special instructions about food for a child should be in writing to the teacher.

· No medicine other than diaper ointment will be administered.

· During the worship services, preschoolers (with the exception of the 3-year- olds) remain in the room they are in for Sunday School.  The 2- and 3-year-old classes are combined in the 2-year-old room for extended session.
Workers

· If you need to be absent during your scheduled Sunday, please contact a member of the nursery committee and make them aware of your absence.                                                                                                                                                                                                           
· Children should leave socks and shoes on while in the nursery rooms.
· All workers are expected to clean the rooms after the extended session.  

· All workers are expected to show love, understanding and acceptance for all boys and girls with whom they work.  Corporal punishment and harsh words should never be used.

· No person under 13 years of age will be secured as a preschool worker for any service.

· Only adults will be allowed to serve in the bed baby nursery.

· If at anytime, you choose to be removed from the extended session list, please contact a nursery committee member promptly (as scheduling is not an easy task.)

· Complaints of problems within the nursery should be voiced to the church office or a nursery committee member.

· Workers are encouraged to play and interact with the children through the duration of the service.  Workers are also expected to sit in the child sized chairs or on the floor in the 2-year-old room.  Rocking chairs are provided in the other rooms.

· Toys should not be moved from room to room.  Age-appropriate toys are located in each area and are cleaned according to the need for that age group.

· Workers in the bed babies’ room are asked to change sheets or flip mattresses on the cribs after each use.  The laundry container is located under the sink and is labeled as such.  

· ALL TOYS THAT ARE PUT INTO A CHILD’S MOUTH MUST BE SANITIZED.  There is bleach cleaner under the sink to clean surfaces after changing diapers.
Thank you for all you do… YOU ARE APPRECIATED!  

Security System

The nursery committee is in charge of selecting and implementing a security system for all nurseries.  This may change with the needs of the church and the needs of the nurseries.  This is strictly for the protection of the children cared for in the nursery and the workers in charge of the children.  Parents and workers will be notified and trained (if need be) with any new system implemented.

Other Nursery Policies 

Use of the nursery rooms:

The use of the nursery area and equipment shall be limited to nursery age children.

Rooms should not be used without adult supervision.

Coming and Going

Children will be received shortly before a scheduled activity begins and should be picked up promptly at the conclusion.

Children should not be left in a room without a worker present.

Please knock on the door when dropping off and picking up your child and someone will open the door for you.  Please do not enter the room for it causes too much confusion in the classroom and is unsanitary in the creeper and bed baby rooms.

Ways Parents Can Help

Bring your child to church; he/she will adjust best before seven months of age.  

Bring your child regularly and discuss going to church in a positive manner  during the week.

Please label your child’s possessions.  Workers are not always familiar with your child’s bottles, cups, diaper bag, etc. 

Please bring enough diapers and formula for your child’s use.  

Please refrain from bringing toys.

Until potty training is completed, please bring a complete change of clothing in a bag for your child.

Any special instructions should be filled out in writing on the form provided in the nursery.

For sanitary reasons, parents are asked to use disposable diapers, if possible.

If it is necessary to leave the church grounds while your child is in care, parents will need to pick up their child.  Abuse of this policy will result in refusal to accept child at future times.  However, this does not apply to church sponsored outings, visitation, or other church functions.  The nursery worker must be able to reach the parents at the special events.

Please refrain from discussing your child in his/her presence.  If there are special situations, please ask the worker to step outside the door as soon as the child is settled.  Feel free to call your child’s teacher during the week as well.

We as a church realize the responsibility of parents and the church to cooperatively train up our children in the Christian faith.  We offer a Parent Dedication Service in which parents and church members commit themselves to the Christian upbringing and education of our children here at First Baptist Church.

The most important thing you can do as a parent to help is to volunteer your time in our nursery department.  There is a great deal of joy involved in working with our children.

Ways Anyone Can Help

Volunteering your time to help in our nursery department is the best way to help out!  Workers are needed and help is always appreciated.

Donate your child’s gently used toys and baby equipment.  Even though our things are not played with as much, they still wear out and need replacing.

Donate your time to clean, repair, paint, etc.  With small children, there is always something that needs to be cleaned, painted or repaired.

Invite a friend with children to church and speak highly of our nursery department.  We strive to have a great nursery and work to improve on it constantly.

Tell us what you think.  Talk to your committee members when you have ideas or concerns.  We’re all ears!

Infectious Control Recommendations

For the protection of all children in the preschool areas, parents are requested not to leave a child who appears ill, such as: 

· any symptom of the usual childhood diseases; scarlet fever, measles, chicken pox, mumps, whooping cough

· common cold (from onset through one week) 

· sore throat or yellow/green eye or nasal discharge or croup 

· unexplained rash or skin infection, boils, ringworms, impetigo

· pink eye or other eye infections, 

· vomiting and/or diarrhea, 

· fever, or has had fever within the past 24 hours.  

As mentioned before, teachers and workers will not be allowed to administer medicine.

We believe it is in the best interest of everyone for a sick child to rest and heal at home.  If a child has a communicable disease or illness, and is brought to church, this constitutes a health risk to others.  We encourage one to err on the side of preventing the spread of sickness and disease when faced with the decision of whether to stay home or bring the child to church.  We do not, however, intend to restrict any opportunity to worship and encourage you to seek the counsel of your physician, if you have any question on whether or not you should bring your child to church.

Ways to Avoid Transmission of Communicable Diseases

· All workers should wash their hands upon arrival and departure from the room.

· All workers should wear disposable gloves when changing diapers or coming into contact with body fluids and blood.

· All workers should wash their hands and use alcohol wipes immediately following contact with body fluids. 

· After changing a diaper, a worker should disinfect the area with the bleach spray cleaner that is located under the sink and wipe the area with a paper towel.
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Once again, Thank you for all you do!  We Appreciate you!

