 A recap of the various ministry categories is presented below:
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Total $ __________

Thank you for taking the time to read this Ministry Budget Plan booklet.   Our [YEAR] Ministry Plan anticipates members of SAMPLE CHURCH contributing X% of their gross income in support of the

General Fund and Building Fund.  

May our offerings be a joyful response to God

 for his goodness and blessings.
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SAMPLE CHURCH NAME

[YEAR] MINISTRY BUDGET PLAN
Dear members of SAMPLE CHURCH,

In your hands you hold more than a booklet, you hold a vision of what God is calling us to be and do.  The information you read here tells the story of SAMPLE CHURCH.  It tells what is being accomplished through your gifts in terms of ministry and outreach!   We hope this gives you an accurate glimpse of the tangible results of your giving – the way in which lives are touched by the ministries of our church.  

We believe God is at work in many exciting ways at SAMPLE CHURCH.  Our goal is to Reach Out to those who do not yet know Jesus as their Savior and Lord,  but also to Build Up those who know Him and want to grow in their faith and in serving Him.    As we look at our variety of ministries and the use of so many peoples’ gifts, we must say, “God is good!”  

Our excellent worship and educational ministries will help you grow as you explore the application of biblical teachings.  Our caring ministries will give you the opportunity to show mercy to those in need and also receive care in your own difficult time in life.  Our exceptional youth ministry opportunities will help your children and young people grow in their faith and their walk with God.  These are just a few of the ministries that meet all week long, not just on Sunday. 

After reading this booklet, please prayerfully consider your involvement in ministry and service and your level of financial support given toward the work of the Lord being done at SAMPLE CHURCH.  Full participation in the life of the church brings with it many privileges and much responsibility.

Join us in praying, working, giving and exalting Christ in [YEAR] .

Pastor NAME

Members of SAMPLE CHURCH also provide significant support to several other aspects of our ministry that are not formally part of the General Fund or Building Fund.  These are highlighted below.

Faith Promise
Christ commissions us to reach out in love and compassion to the unsaved and to share the gospel.  “To be witnesses…to the ends of the earth.”  (Acts. 8:1b)   Our Faith Promise fund supports 22 foreign and domestic missionaries as well as our own community outreach efforts such as: Coffee Break, Little Lambs, MOPS, MOPPETS, Cable TV, Publicity, Story Hour, Tracts, Vacation Bible School, Website, various outreach and special projects.
Benevolence
As believers, Christ calls us to care for the poor and needy.  This fund aids those members of our church and community who have needs that are beyond their current income.  Important ministries supported by the Benevolent Fund include the car ministry, food pantry, home repair ministry, as well as the annual deacon’s luncheon for our widows and widowers.   

Christian Education
As a Christian Reformed church, we believe we have a responsibility to work alongside parents as well as the Christian school to educate our covenant children. This year, there are (#) students enrolled in 

K – 12 at NAME Christian Schools.  This fund assists parents who are members of our congregation who have applied for financial assistance through the school.  The current year’s amount of $_____ is based on the difference between what our parents have committed to pay, and what the actual cost is of educating our children.   
Ministry Support and Facilities
Our church building is the place where ministry happens!  It provides us with a place to gather to worship God, fellowship with one another and serves as the center of activity for a wide variety of educational and ministry needs. It is alive with activity every day of the week.  We are blessed with a staff that helps keep things clean, well-maintained and running smoothly.

Some of the ministries that benefit from using our church facility on a regular basis include:

	· MOPS
	· Bible Study Fellowship

	· Celebrate Recovery
	· Pre-school

	· MS Support Group
	· Coffee Break

	· Oasis
	


The costs incurred to provide the facilities support for all these ministries include:

	· utilities
	· insurance

	· custodial services
	· office supplies

	· computer systems
	· office staff



Touching Lives ….
“I am thankful that OUR CHURCH opens the door to allow OASIS to serve individuals in the community.  Our facilities are extremely accessible to individuals who are visually impaired.” – Kim K.

Ministry Cost:  $

Building Fund
The building fund provides for payment of interest and retirement of debt related to the [YEAR] church expansion.  Our goal is to be debt-free in the next 6-7 years.

Ministry Cost:  $

Worship
Worship is at the heart of our life together as a congregation.  When we worship together as a covenant community we praise God with music, hear the proclamation of the Word, celebrate the Lord’s Supper, bring our gifts and offerings, and experience fellowship together.  There are many facets to conducting our worship services:

	· pastors and staff
	· nursery

	· audio and visual
	· accompanists

	· banners and accents
	· choirs and cantatas



Touching Lives….

“To do camera [for worship] means a lot. While doing it you never think how many people you are helping.  You are helping out the shut-ins and whole community. You are strengthening people’s Christianity or telling them what Christianity is.” 

– Josh S.

 “When I go to worship service, it makes me really close to God.  I feel my faith is renewed and strengthened and God is speaking to me and challenging me.  When I don’t go to service, I feel like I really missed something.”  – Anonymous

“I wanted to be part of our musical program because music is the universal language...  If I can give something back to God and the church for all I have been given, then I am hopeful that I may grow as a person as well as grow closer to our Lord.  Thank you for the opportunity to express myself.” 

– David B.

Ministry cost:  $
Building Up – Within Our Walls
“Encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.”  I Thessalonians. 5:11
Christians are called to grow as they study God’s Word.  There is much to learn about God, His grace and His kingdom as we seek to live thankful, service-filled lives.  Significant staff time is spent in helping members grow in their faith.  Our children and young people also need to be nurtured in their faith as they mature. 

	· pastors and staff
	· care giving

	· church education
	· library

	· youth ministries
	· young adult ministries

	· small groups
	· Outlook newsletter


Touching Lives ….
“In the past few years, I have experienced various trials in my life.  I felt the real care, love and support of my pastors as well as the prayers … and support from the congregation.  I can’t imagine going through life without a church that “lifts me up”. - Wilma D.

“Sunday School is a school [where] you learn about the Bible and about God. I like my teacher. I like to sing. That’s what Sunday School is.  I just like going to it.”  - Simon S.

“Being involved with the Youth Group is a blessing in my life.  It gives me an opportunity to connect with a very dynamic part of the church and to serve God in a ministry that I enjoy.  It is exciting to see what God is doing in the lives of our young people and to share with them as they mature in their daily walk with the Lord.”  – Amy S.

Ministry Cost:  $ 

Reaching Out – Beyond Our Walls

“I pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, so that you will have a full understanding of every good thing we have in Christ.”  Philemon 1:6

Our calling as Christians is to reach others to know Christ. We support this effort both in our community and around the world.  Special services and activities help reach our neighbors.  Our support of <church plant> continues to reach those in the area.  

On local, national and international levels, we have opportunity to support a large variety of important ministries of the Christian Reformed denomination through the giving of our ministry shares.  Some of these ministries supported are: Back to God Hour radio, TV and Today daily devotionals; Home Missions (new churches in U.S.); World Missions; Trinity Christian College; Calvin College;  Calvin Theological Seminary; Roseland Christian Ministries, Self-Help Jobs, seminary student training.

	· pastors and staff
	· church plant support

	· special  worship services
	· classical ministry shares

	· denominational ministry shares
	


Touching Lives ….

“I appreciate this church’s  food pantry …. I feel the food pantry shows me God’s heart. God is there and welcoming us. Lois also invited me to attend Beth Moore Bible Study, which I am attending on Mondays. I am not only being fed physically but also spiritually at SAMPLE CHURCH.” 

 - Anonymous
 Ministry Cost:  $
Fast Facts:  Our facilities are used for ministry 


75-80% of daytime and evening hours, during an average month.





Fast Facts:


Over 1,300 people, on average, attend worship services each Sunday at <Church Name>.


Approx. 300 people volunteer their gifts in helping with nursery and children’s church throughout the year.





Fast Facts:


Middle school and high school youth groups welcome over 200 kids.


Over 300 kids are enrolled in K-12 Sunday school and catechism classes.


Music and media ministries utilize the gifts of 115 people.


Small groups minister to over 220 adults.








Fast Facts:


World Missions has placed 250 missionaries in 245 countries around the world.


Church Plant in (City) averages over 700 persons attending weekend services since its inception in 1996.














