Australian Presbyterian World Mission
Commissioning Sample Orders of Service

The following samples of the core elements of Commissioning or Recommissioning Services are available as guides only. Feel free to rework and reword the appropriate sample according to your own needs, experience and personal understanding of how to relate the Scriptures to the sending out of your missionary. 

SAMPLE 1

The Commissioning Of A Single Missionary

(suitable for Partner Church or Partner Agency Missionary)

Preamble
The minister or other person leading the service says something to the effect: In this act of [re-] commissioning our Church acknowledges that Jesus Christ our Lord calls all of His people to be witnesses to Him, both at home and in spheres of mission service overseas. [Christian Name] ………………………………………. has heard the gracious call from Jesus to follow Him. He/she has prayed for labourers to be thrust out into the harvest and has become convinced that the LORD of the Harvest now wants him/her to labour in those “fields which are white and ready for harvest” as a missionary with[specific Partner Church or Partner Agency]…………………………………. ministering in [specific ministry location and details]………………………………………………………………………..

And so, [Christian Name] ………………………….., our dear Brother / Sister and fellow worker in Christ: with you, we rejoice that you have heard the command of the Master to go and serve in His kingdom. In His name, we are about to [re-] commission you to the work to which you are designated, and to commend you to the gracious care of Jesus, whose commission you will bear. Your Supporters — your family, your friends, and especially your church family — will soon be asked to pledge in the presence of God, their support for you as they send you to be their missionary. But first, we ask you to reaffirm your faith, and integrity of Godly purpose by answering the questions I now put to you.

(Ask the congregation to stand as witnesses.) 

The Questions to the Missionary/Candidate: 

1. Do you believe in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and do you confess anew that the Lord Jesus Christ is your Saviour and Lord? (I do)

2. Do you believe in the Gospel of love and grace of God, which declares that only through Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord, He freely offers forgiveness and eternal life, and calls us into the fellowship and service of His kingdom? (I do)

3. Are love for the Lord Jesus Christ, and a desire to commend Him by your word and life, so far as you know your own heart, your chief motives for accepting this opportunity to serve? (They are)

4. Do you promise, with the strength of the Lord Jesus Christ, to walk worthily of your calling, to discharge faithfully and cheerfully the duties of your office, and to yield yourself to the authority of those to whom the Church has committed the direction of your work? (I do)

* [In the event of a missionary being a candidate for ordination (or is already ordained as a minister of the church), use the ‘Questions at Ordination and Induction’ as set out in the respective State Code.]

The Supporters’ Promise

And do you, [Missionary’s/Candidate’s] …………………... family members and friends, and you, the members of his/her Church Family, promise to support [Christian Name] ……………………… faithfully, by praying for him/her regularly - in prayer both corporate and private; by giving financially, as you are able, for his/her ministry and personal material needs; and by consistent, caring contact with him/her, both at home and on his/her field of service? (We do) Since no-one alone is able to perform all these things, we [or appointed person/s]……………………… will now pray for God’s strengthening Grace for [Missionary’s Christian Name] ………………………….. and also for those who have pledged to stand in spiritual solidarity with him/her.

(Those appointed to lay hands on the Missionary/Candidate may gather at this point. They may choose to lay on hands through the prayer BUT they will be called to do so during the Declaration and Aaronic Blessing which follow the prayer.)

Pastoral Prayer for Missionary

(Here, direct those gathered at front to surround the Missionary/Candidate, and lay hands on him/her; ALSO invite the congregation to prepare the Aaronic Blessing to follow the Declaration.)

Declaration

In the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ, the King and Head of the Church, we declare you [Missionary’s Full Name] …………………………………………... to be [re-] commissioned for your ministry of [specifics] ………..……………………………………………………in [Mission Field - Place or Region]………………………………... You are commissioned as a missionary of the Presbyterian Church in dual membership with both [specific Partner Church or Partner Agency], ………………………………………….. and the Presbyterian Church of Australia through your membership of your home congregation of ………………………………………….., in the Presbytery of ………………………………….. We commend you to the grace of God in the fulfilling of your loving service for your Lord and Saviour. And following the pattern of the Scriptures of the New Testament and as a sign of our partnership with you, we [re-] commission you to God, with the laying on of hands.

The Aaronic Blessing

“The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face to shine upon you, and be gracious unto you. “The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. Amen.”

Announce

Congregational Praise, inviting congregation to greet their missionary during the Praise, or at some other time as arranged by missionary and church.

SAMPLE 2 

The Commissioning Of A Missionary Couple

(suitable for Partner Church or Partner Agency Missionaries)

Preamble
The minister or other person leading the service says something to the effect: In this act of [re-] commissioning our Church acknowledges that Jesus Christ our Lord calls all of His people to be witnesses to Him, both at home and in spheres of mission service overseas. [Full names]………………………………………….. have heard the gracious call from Jesus to follow Him. [Anecdotal detail / Personal Testimony may be included here. ] They have prayed for labourers to be thrust out into the harvest and have become convinced that the LORD of the Harvest now wants them to labour in those “fields which are white and ready for harvest” as missionaries with [specific Partner Church/Partner Agency]……………………………………………….., specifically, to minister in [location / ministry details] ……………………………………………………………..

And so, [Christian Names]……………………………………………….., our dear Brother and Sister and fellow workers in Christ, we rejoice with you that you have heard the command of the Master to go and serve in His kingdom. In His name, we are about to [re-] commission you to the work to which you are designated, and to commend you to the gracious care of Jesus, whose commission you are to bear. Your Supporters — Family, Friends, and especially your Church Family — will soon be asked to pledge in the presence of God, their sup- port for you, as they send you out to be their supported missionaries. But first, we ask you both to reaffirm your faith, and integrity of Godly purpose by answering the questions I now put to you. [ Ask the congregation to stand as witnesses.]

The Questions to the Missionaries/Candidates

1. Do you believe in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and do you confess anew that the Lord Jesus Christ is your Saviour and Lord? (We do)

2. Do you believe in the Gospel of the love and grace of God, which declares that only through Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord, He freely offers forgiveness and eternal life, and calls us into the fellow- ship and service of His kingdom? (We do)

3. Are love for the Lord Jesus Christ, and a desire to commend Him by your word and life, so far as you know your own hearts, your chief motives for accepting this opportunity to serve? (They are)

4. Do you promise, with the strength of the Lord Jesus Christ, to walk worthily of your calling, to dis charge faithfully and cheerfully the duties of your office / respective offices, and to yield yourselves to the authority of those to whom the Church has committed the direction of your work? (We do) 

* [In the event of a missionary being a candidate for ordination (or is already ordained as a minister of the Church), use the ‘Questions at Ordination and Induction’ in the respective State Code] The Supporters’ Promise: Do you, [Christian Names] ………………………’s family members and friends, and do you, the members of their Church Family, promise to support [Christian Names] …………………...…………..…………. faithfully, by praying for them regularly - in prayers both corporate and private; by giving financially, as you are able, to provide for their ministry and personal material needs; and by consistent and caring contact with them, both at home and on their field of service? (We do)

Since no-one alone is able to perform all these things, we [or appointed person/s] ……………………...………………………………………………………………. will now pray for God’s strengthening Grace for [Christian Names] ………………………………….. and also for those who have pledged to stand in spiritual solidarity with them. [Those appointed to lay hands on the Missionaries / Candidates may gather at this point. They may choose to lay on hands through the prayer BUT they will be called to do so during the Declaration and Aaronic Blessing which follow the prayer.]

Pastoral Prayer for the Missionary Couple
[Here, direct those gathered at front to surround the Missionary/Candidate, and lay hands on him/her; ALSO invite the congregation to prepare the Aaronic Blessing to follow the Declaration.]

Declaration
In the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ, the King and Head of the Church, we declare you [Missionaries’ Full Names] ………………………………………………………………... to be [re-] commissioned for your ministry of [specifics] …………………………………………….. working with [Partner Church or Partner Agency] …………………………………………….... in [Mission Field-Place or Region] ………………………………………………………………. ….. You are commissioned is as missionaries of the Presbyterian Church in Dual Membership with both [specific Partner Church or Partner Agency] …...…. and the Presbyterian Church of Australia through your membership of your home congregation of ………………………………………….... in the Presbytery of ……………………………….. We commend you both to the grace of God in the fulfilling of your loving service for your Lord and Saviour. And following the pattern of the Scriptures of the New Testament and as a sign of our partnership with you, we [re-] commission you to God, with the laying on of hands.

The Aaronic Blessing
“The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His face to shine upon you, and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace. ” Amen.

Announce
Congregational Praise, inviting congregation to greet their missionaries during the Praise, or at some other time as arranged by missionaries and the church.

SAMPLE 3 

The Commissioning of Someone Undertaking Short-term Mission (i.e. any period up to 12 months)

Preamble
The Minister or other person leading the worship will say something to the effect:

“During this service of worship, we take time to recognize the validity and value of the mission experience into which (name/s) ……………………………………….. will soon be entering. While this venture is of relatively short duration, it is nevertheless a gospel oriented, cross-cultural mission experience, and as such, it has much in common with the first stages of longer term mission work into which Christians are called and to which the church commissions them. Because (name/s) …………………………………….. will be entering upon this minis- try in the name of this church, and because he/she is (they are) sent to this Gospel (supporting) task at the prompting of, and with the encouragement of the church’s leadership, it is fitting that here, in the midst of the Church family at worship, he/she/they should be commissioned to this task by this church that he/she represents (they represent). ”

A Brief Narrative of events to date may be delivered by the Missions Convener, Session Clerk or Minister and/or a brief testimony may be related by the short term missionary of his/her leading to this work. In the case of a team venture, the Team Leader will usually present an account of God’s leading on the Team. (PowerPoint, DVD, or other visual aids may be used here, or after the Service.)

Pledges

The Minister, Session Clerk, or Missions Convener will ask the Short Termer/s: 

1. “Do you confess your faith in Jesus Christ as the Son of God, your Saviour and Lord?” (I do)

2. “Are love for the Lord Jesus Christ and a constraint to share His gospel with the lost; a concern for the growth of the Kingdom of God, within you and throughout the world; and a desire to use the gifts that God has given you, with others in the Body of Christ your chief motives in this mission ?” (They are)

3. “Are you willing to depend fully on the leading of the Holy Spirit, and to submit cheerfully to the leader ship of those who are placed over you, and to serve humbly those to whom you go?” (I am)

The Minister, Session Clerk, or Missions Convener will ask the congregation: 

“Do you promise to encourage (name / s) ……………………………….. by your prayers, your interest in his/her / their progress, and your financial support if so prompted by the Lord?” (We do)

Prayer Of Commissioning led by the Minister, with assembled Elders (and Missions Team)

The Aaronic Blessing may be sung.

Greetings and verbal encouragements will be offered by the Minister, Session and Missions Team.

(The congregation may be invited to come forward to greet during the singing of the following Praise.)

