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Undertaking a fire risk assessment

Ecclesiastical have produced a fire risk assessment for
Anglican Churches. See www.ecclesiastical.com/church  

Fire risks must be assessed either as a separate exercise
or as part of a general review of health and safety. Any
fire hazards within the premises will need to be identified
including possible ignition sources (e.g. electrical wiring
or processes using the application of heat). The use and
storage of combustible materials, together with the
presence of flammable liquids and gases needs to be
noted. 

Another hazard to document is the susceptibility of the
premises to arson attack. Although it is now illegal to
smoke in most premises the control of smoking and the
disposal of smoking materials also need to be noted.

Reasonable firefighting equipment must be provided.
As part of the initial risk assessment, a record must be
made of all firefighting equipment. 

The location of fire hydrants and the accessibility of the
premises for Fire and Rescue Service appliances
should also be noted.

Checks that need to be made:

Whether or not a fire can be detected and people
warned within a reasonable time. Details of any existing
fire detection system and other methods for raising the
alarm need to be recorded.

Anyone who may be in the building should be able to
get out safely in the event of a fire. This means looking
at fire exit routes, signage and emergency lighting, and
recording the existing arrangements.

Everybody who is in the building needs to know what to
do in the event of a fire. This means examining existing
arrangements for evacuation, written fire procedures,
staff handbooks and manuals, and induction and
refresher training courses for staff.

Fire safety equipment should be properly maintained.
This includes looking at existing service and
maintenance contracts and procedures for routine
inspections.

A check also needs to be made of the effect 
a fire in your premises would have on neighbouring
premises so that they can take the appropriate action.

If five or more persons are employed the significant
findings of the fire risk assessment must be recorded. 

We would strongly recommend, however, that all fire
risk assessments are recorded irrespective of the
number of employees. A written record is invaluable
evidence that a fire risk assessment has been carried
out.

Are any changes required?

Having noted the existing situation, the next stage of
the assessment is to decide whether any changes to
the existing arrangements are required including the
introduction of additional safety measures.

The following will need to be considered:

The first stage is to examine the various hazards that
have been identified and what control measures can be
introduced to eliminate or minimise the risks as far as
reasonably practicable. The best possible control
measure is to eliminate the fire hazard altogether. This
may be achieved, for example, by the removal of
rubbish and combustible materials that are no longer
required or the prohibition of smoking from the entire
site.

The substitution of hazardous materials with less
hazardous counterparts can reduce the fire risk.

For example, replace solvent-based paints, thinners and
cleaners with water-based counterparts or ones with
higher flash points.

If hazards cannot be eliminated or substituted, the risk
can be reduced by the introduction of engineering
controls such as the use of metal cabinets for storing
flammables. Ideally, large quantities of flammables
should be stored in a purpose-built detached building
away from the main premises.

A decision will need to be made whether there is a
need to upgrade existing fire detection and warning
methods. If the premises are such that a fire could go
undetected for some considerable time or people could
be working in a part of a building and be unaware of
the need to evacuate, an automatic fire detection and
warning system is probably required.

Improvements may also be required to escape routes.
This may require the provision of additional fire exit
doors. As a minimum, steps will need to be taken to
ensure that all exit routes are kept clear of obstructions
and that fire exit doors can be opened easily from the
inside without the use of keys, cards or digital locks.
Additional fire exit signs and emergency lighting may
also be required.




