
Candidate Survey Questionnaire – Max Skolnik, Ward 4 Council 
DC Latino Caucus 

 
1. What are some agencies or organizations serving the Latino community that you have met with? 

What issues of priority concern did you identify? How would you help resolve these? 
 

I began my social service career nearly 20 years ago with the Latino community of New York, 
fighting for immigrant rights with the Westchester Hispanic Coalition and Hispanics United of 
Buffalo.  I earned my Master’s Degree in Latin American Politics from George Washington 
University, focusing on the plight of the disappeared and tortured of South America.   Additionally, I 
helped organize a pioneering collaborative theater project between Cuban and American school 
children in Havana, Cuba.  This helped launch my career in education.     
 
For the past 15 years, I have been working with young people in the District of Columbia.  In 2002, I 
founded Kid Power, Inc., a community-based organization providing afterschool programs for 350 
youth.  About 20% of our students are Latinos, residing in communities such as Columbia Heights, 
Mt. Pleasant, and many parts of Ward 4.  Kid Power works with 12 public and charter schools, 
including the Latin American Montessori Bilingual Charter School, Cesar Chavez-Prep, and Cesar 
Chavez-Parkside.  We have a long track record of providing bilingual, bicultural programs that serve 
the needs of our students and parents.   
 
In the course of my youth work and as a former ANC Commissioner, I have partnered with many 
local organizations including the Latin American Youth Center.  I consider Lori Kaplan, the Executive 
Director, to be a long-time friend and colleague.  As fellow board members of the DC Alliance of 
Youth Advocates, we have fought together for a comprehensive approach to youth development.  
Additionally, I have collaborated or communicated with the National Day Laborer Organizing 
Network, the DC Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, Carlos Rosario Center, Mary’s Center, Centro Nía, 
and the DC Office of Latino Affairs.   
 
As a result of my work and experience, I will advocate for the following priorities. 
 

1) Immigrant Rights: All residents, regardless of their legal status, deserve respect and dignity.  
All families deserve to be kept whole.     

i. Continue to resist the deportation activities of the Secure Communities Act.  Push for 
the speedy passage of the Immigration Detainer Compliance Amendment Act of 2011 
with the addition that place of birth information is removed from Department of 
Corrections and Metropolitan Police Department booking and arrest forms. 

ii. Ensure that all residents, regardless of status, have access to drivers’ licenses. 
iii. Improve language access for all government services and programs. 
iv. Work to provide MPD with cultural training to improve its relationship with the 

immigrant community.   
2) Education: All young people, regardless of their legal status, have a right to the highest 

quality of education. 
i. Introduce a DC Dream Act so that immigrant youth are eligible for in-state tuition at 

UDC and CCDC and are on the path to citizenship.   
ii. Increase bilingual, bicultural programming and staff in DCPS 



iii. Fight for a more teacher, parent, and student-driven school reform with “Community 
Schools” that provide all the resources necessary for young people and their families 
to thrive.  

3) Jobs: The Latino business community and workforce are a critical part of DC economic 
development.   

i. Fight for support services and funding for small business entrepreneurs, with 
targeted programs for the Latino community.   

ii. Establish incubators to develop Latino-owned businesses in Ward 4.  
iii. Ensure that all large development projects, such as Wal-Mart, Walter Reed, and City 

Center, have Project Labor and Community Benefit Agreements that protect the 
rights of Latino workers and serve the needs of the Latino community. 

iv. Work with MPD, the Office of Wage and Hour, and community groups to eradicate 
“wage theft” and worker misclassification. 

v. Advocate for vocational training programs geared towards the Latino community. 
 

2. Why is the Dream Act so important to Latinos and other immigrant communities in DC? What 
would you do to help get it enacted? 

This is one of my highest priorities.  I believe that all young people, regardless of their legal status, 
deserve all the educational and economic opportunities needed to thrive in this country.  No one 
should be denied access to institutions of higher learning simply because of their place of birth.  
Without definite goals, without pathways to successful adulthood and citizenship, the potential for 
truancy, school drop-outs, crew activity, unemployment, and hopelessness will dangerously rise.     

We cannot let this happen in our city.  Let me be plain.  These young people are Americans who 
should have the same rights and responsibilities as any other citizen.  As Council Member, I will fight 
for the passage of a DC Dream Act that provides in-state tuition at UDC and CCDC for the children of 
immigrants.  We also need to ensure that these educational institutions are more user-friendly for 
the Latino community by investing in more bilingual, bicultural support programs.  Access to higher 
education will allow immigrant students to break the bonds of poverty and to make a full 
contribution to our country’s civic, political and economic well-being.  

3. Would you support President’s Obama’s statement which establishes a path to citizenship for 
those who were brought to this country as young children and have grown up in the U.S?  
 
Yes! I strongly support the President’s statement and would welcome federal and state level 
initiatives that build this path to citizenship.  We must pass a national Dream Act and stop any 
deportation actions against immigrant children.    

 
4. With 54,000 residents the Latino population is the largest minority in DC.  However, the Latino 

community has never had a representative in our Legislature, the City Council. How would you 
help garner the support Latinos need to integrate our City Council? 

 
Given the large role of the Latino population in the District, it is shameful that it lacks representation 
on the Council.  I will work with the Latino community across the city to support progressive ANC, 
School Board, Council, and Mayoral campaigns.  I will advocate for the appointment of highly-
qualified Latinos to city boards and commissions.  I will staff my office with dedicated liaisons to the 
Latino community.  I will institute programs in Ward 4 that promote participatory democracy so that 



all residents can influence budgets and legislation.  Finally, I have spent a great deal of my life living 
in and studying the culture and politics of Latin America.  I make no claims to ancestry, but a piece 
of my heart will always be Latino.  The agenda of the Latino community is my agenda.   

 
5. How would you improve training and employment opportunities for Latinos?  

 
 I will work to institute the following policies:  

1) Stronger educational and vocational opportunities through neighborhood school 
improvements; effective parent outreach programs; a DC Dream Act; and bicultural, bilingual 
Career and Technical Education (CTE) programs.   

2) Comprehensive and enforceable community benefits and project labor agreements with all 
major development projects to ensure fair hiring, unionization, and compensation practices. 

3) Micro-financing and technical support programs for small business entrepreneurs that are 
staffed by culturally and language competent officials. 

4) Investment in community kitchens, neighborhood gardens, and central processing facilities 
in order to construct a sustainable food delivery system in the District. 

5) Partnerships with and funding for high-quality non-profit and labor intermediaries that focus 
on Latino employment training and employer-employee connections. 

6) Expansion of year-round Latino youth employment activities and the professionalization of 
the Summer Youth Employment Program. 

7) Better oversight of DOES and the Office of Contracting and Procurement to increase Latino 
access to services and contracts.   

   
6. What legislation/ programs would you design to achieve affordable housing for Latinos in DC? 

 
I will work with government and the non-profit community to expand access to affordable housing 
programs.  Many of these programs were slashed by the current Council.  Key supports include:  

1) Reinvestments in the Housing Production Trust Fund, the Home Purchase Assistance Program 
and the Housing First Program so that residents can move towards home ownership. 

2) Re-funding of the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program, the Emergency Rental 
Assistance Program, the Interim Disability Assistance program, and other supports so that 
residents are not in danger of losing their homes.  

3) Support and funding for Latino social service agencies that are providing critical transitional 
and affordable housing programs. 

 
7. What programs and resources would you create or support to achieve quality health care for 

Latinos in DC? 
 

To achieve quality health care for Latinos in DC, I will commit to the following actions:  
 

1) Introduce legislation implementing a universal, single-payer system in DC that would serve all 
residents, regardless of legal status.   

2) Work to improve bicultural, bilingual services at all heath centers, clinics, and hospitals. 
3) Support and fund community-based health centers, such as La Clínica del Pueblo and Mary’s 

Center.   
4) Expand “Community Schools” throughout Ward 4 that provide mental and physical health 

services, child care, nutritional programs, and other family supports.   



5) Work with the HIV/AIDS, Hepatitis, STD, and TB Administration (HAHSTA) to expand 
bilingual, bicultural prevention, testing, and counseling services.  

 
8. Would you support additional funding for the Office of Latino Affairs? In what areas? 
 

Yes, I will fight for additional funding for the OLA, and I will make sure that it retains full granting 
authority.  Furthermore, its status needs to be elevated so that it directly reports to the Mayor.  In 
terms of funding, I will push to reinstate funds for gang prevention and youth development.    

 
 
 


