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Antibiotic Prescribing - Respiratory Tract Infections Audit Template

This template can be used to document the Antibiotic Prescribing for Respiratory Tract Infections audit undertaken by practices as part of the Incentive Scheme.

It has been produced to provide practices with a guide but may be adapted to suit the needs of the practice or individual audit.

	Practice Name
	

	Audit Undertaken By and Job Title
	


	Audit Title
	Antibiotic Prescribing - Respiratory Tract Infections Audit

	Date of Audit
	

	Aim


	To assess antibiotic prescribing for Respiratory Tract Infections against the recommendations in NHS Wirral Antimicrobial Guidelines for the Management of Common Infections in Primary Care – available at: (http://mm.wirral.nhs.uk/document_uploads/formulary/AntimicrobialGuidelinesOct12.pdf ).

	Background (Reason for audit being undertaken)


	Wirral are currently 1st highest prescribers of Quinolone and 3rd highest prescribers of cephalosporin antibiotics in the Northwest.  It is widely acknowledged that broad spectrum antibiotics have the highest propensity to cause Clostridium difficile infection.  Fluoroquinolones, second and third generation cephalosporins and clindamycin carry the highest risk.
One of the objectives for Domain 5 of the CCG Outcomes Indicator Set 2013/14 requires NHS Wirral CCG to achieve a reduction in the number of cases of Clostridium difficile infection of 20% from baseline.  

Reviewing and where necessary amending current prescribing of antibiotics for the treatment of RTIs will support the CCG in achieving these objectives.

	Audit Criteria/Audit Standard
	80% of antibiotic prescriptions for Respiratory Tract Infections to be in accordance with recommendations in NHS Wirral Antimicrobial Guidelines

	Audit Period 
	4 weeks retrospective data

	Description of Method


	Search for consultation records for adults and children >3 months with the following clinical conditions (or corresponding read code):

· F52..  Acute Otitis Media

· H0..   Acute Respiratory Infections
Please see NHS Wirral Antimicrobial Guidelines for the Management of    Common Infections in Primary Care at: 

(http://mm.wirral.nhs.uk/document_uploads/formulary/AntimicrobialGuidelinesOct12.pdf ) to determine if patients have been prescribed the recommended antibiotics, including strength, frequency and duration. 
Record findings on attached audit sheet.

	Results and Action Plan 
	Please submit on attached proforma
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Antibiotic Prescribing - Respiratory Tract Infections Data Collection Sheet

Practice name ………………………………

	Patient ID
	Indication 


	Was a clinical assessment offered? (Y/N)
	Did patients presenting condition fulfil criteria for antibiotic prescription as per Wirral Guidelines?  e.g. 3 out of  4 Centor criteria, systemically very unwell etc. 
	Antibiotic prescribed? (Y/N)
	Name of antibiotic
	Strength
	Dosage frequency
	Treatment duration
	Use NHS Wirral Antimicrobial Guidelines to determine if:



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Antibiotic indicated?

(Y/N)
	Correct choice of antibiotic?

(Y/N)
	Correct treatment duration?

(Y/N)
	Correct strength and dose frequency?

(Y/N)
	If no, please record reason for prescribers’ choice

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Audited by …………………………………………  Date audit started ………………………………………………
Antibiotic Prescribing - Lower Respiratory Tract Infections Audit Results and Action Plan

To be submitted to Medicines Management Team by xx/xx/2013
Practice name: ___________________________ Date of audit: ___________________
	Number of patients audited?
	

	Number of patients offered a clinical assessment?
	

	Number of patients for whom presenting condition fulfilled the criteria for an antibiotic prescription as per NHS Wirral guidelines?
	

	Number of patients for whom an antibiotic was prescribed?
	

	Number of patients prescribed correct choice of antibiotic?
	

	Number of patients prescribed correct treatment duration?
	

	Number of patients prescribed correct strength?
	

	Number of patients prescribed correct dose?
	


	Action
	Timescale
	Person responsible

	E.G. Re-audit in x months as audit criteria of 80% not achieved and actions to be taken to achieve standard
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Reference sources:

1. NHS Wirral Antimicrobial Guidelines for the Management of Common Infections in Primary Care 9th edition – available at: http://mm.wirral.nhs.uk/document_uploads/formulary/AntimicrobialGuidelinesOct12.pdf
2. NHS Commissioning Board. Quality Premium: 13-14 Guidance for CCGs.  March 2013. Available at http://www.england.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/qual-premium.pdf 
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