Human Rights Council Task Force on accessibility for persons with disabilities 

Background:

Pursuant to paragraph 58 of the annex to Human Rights Council resolution 16/21 of 25 March 2011, there is a need to enhance accessibility for persons with disabilities to the Council and the work of its mechanisms, including its information and communications technology, Internet resources and documents, in accordance with international standards on accessibility for persons with disabilities. 

Furthermore, in paragraph 20 of the annex to Human Rights Council decision 19/119 of 22 March 2012 the Council decided to endorse the view of the Task Force that an accessibility plan to achieve improvements in accessibility to the Council and the work of its mechanisms should be elaborated by the United Nations Office at Geneva, in coordination with the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights.
The General Assembly, in resolution 65/186 of 21 December 2010, paragraph 15 (d) requested the Secretary General to continue to improve accessibility and full inclusion of persons with disabilities, within existing resources through, inter alia:

(i) Accessibility of built environments, especially the premises at United

Nations Headquarters;
(ii) Accessibility of information and services, including greater accessibility of official United Nations documentation and conferences, through the use of alternative formats, such as sign language interpretation, captioning, Braille and easy-to-use texts.
Aim:

This consultation aims to inform the elaboration of an accessibility plan by the Council’s Task Force on accessibility for persons with disabilities. Please indicate if you are a person with disability and if you have participated in the Council in person, or have accessed the work of the Council remotely (for example by following the webcast).
Reference documents:

· Articles 9 and 32 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (http://www.un.org/disabilities/convention/conventionfull.shtml)
· General comment No. 2 (2014) on Article 9: Accessibility by the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRPD/C/GC/2&Lang=en)
Deadline and preferred method for submission of responses:

Written contributions should be submitted in Word format by email to the dedicated email address (TFaccessibility@ohchr.org) by Friday 18 December 2015 with subject reference title: TF accessibility plan.

For more information about the Human Rights Council Task Force on accessibility for persons with disabilities, please visit:

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/AboutCouncil.aspx
Thank you in advance for your contribution.
Questionnaire on what the Council’s accessibility plan should include

Please complete the following questions to enable us to better analyze the responses:

1. Are you a person with disability? ________ 
2. Sex? ________
3. Have you participated in a meeting of the Council or in a meeting of its subsidiary organs or mechanisms (including side events) in person? ________
4. Have you accessed the work of the Council remotely (for example by following the webcast)? ________
A. In terms of physical accessibility to Palais des Nations, room XX, and other side event conference rooms or facilities, which improvements are needed as a matter of priority?
Please list in order of priority (1 being the highest priority and 5 being the lowest priority)
· Improvement to entry, exit and evacuation procedures ________
· Improvement of access route from Pregny Gate or from Place des Nations to room XX, side event rooms, cafeteria, accessible toilets, information points and the library ________
· Install large print labeling or signage ________
· Lower display cases and counter tops, improve or create space for persons with disabilities (such as wheelchair users and persons with other disabilities), increase number of accessible toilets on 2nd and 3rd floors of E building, install accessible microphones, and name plates to ask for the floor in side event rooms, make available universal designed electric outlets to plug computers and other devices, appropriate headsets to those who are hard of hearing, and create adequate spaces for sign language interpreters ________
· Other: ________
B. In terms of accessibility to the work of the Council and its mechanisms, which improvements are needed as a matter of priority?
Please list in order of priority (1 being the highest priority and 5 being the lowest priority).

· Conduct accessibility training for staff members working with the Council and its mechanisms, such as security officers, conference service officers, accreditation officers staff members interacting with the Human Rights Council participants ________
· Publicize the accessibility measures in accessible print formats and/or accessible on-line media, such as videos posted on HRC and UNOG websites ________
· Add specific accessibility language to Council practices, policies, guidelines, and/or resolutions or decisions ________
· Establish a Secretariat policy to only receive, post and share documentation in accessible formats, such as Word, oral statements delivered by delegations to be posted on the HRC Extranet, written contributions received further to a call for consultations to be posted on the HRC Internet, electronic notes verbales and other communications ________
· Other: ________

C. In terms of accessibility of information and communication technology, including internet resources (such as HRC and UNOG websites), which improvements are needed as a matter of priority?

Please list in order of priority (1 being the highest priority and 5 being the lowest priority).

· Provide captioning, international sign interpretation and webcast to meetings of the Human Rights Council ________
· Print certain documents of the Human Rights Council (reports and oral statements) in Braille ________
· Make available in easy-read versions and/or in video format with captioning the main webpages describing the work and functioning of the Council and its mechanisms ________
· Establish an “accessibility center” at UNOG like the one that exists in UN HQ in New York ________
· Other: ________

D. In terms of funding accessibility measures which measures are needed as a matter of priority?
Please list in order of priority (1 being the highest priority and 5 being the lowest priority).

· Establish a reasonable accommodation fund to meet individual needs of persons with disabilities participating in the Council pending full accessibility for persons with disabilities ________
· Voluntary contributions ________
· Legislative mandate supported by a statement of programme budget implications/regular UN budget ________
· Accessibility criteria to be built into procurement processes (such as the e-registration system for pre-accreditation to conferences) and selection processes (such as in new or existing funds, grants and programs) so that no resources are spent creating new barriers for persons with disabilities ________
· Other: ________

E. Please add any other comments you may have as to what should be included in the Council’s accessibility plan 
· Other comments: ________

end
1

