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ON:                                , 2007 you were served with an Anti-Social Behaviour Awareness letter.   Since that letter it has been brought to our attention that you have been involved in acts of further Anti-Social Behaviour, which is causing or likely to cause harassment, alarm or distress to people visiting, residing in or working in the Bradford Metropolitan District, therefore we are issuing the following Anti-Social Behaviour Warning Letter.
These allegations are now being investigated jointly by the Council’s Anti-Social Behaviour Team and the Police. 

Anti-Social Behaviour - A legal definition of anti-social behaviour is found in the Crime and Disorder Act 1988. The Act describes anti-social behaviour as 'acting in an anti-social manner as a manner that caused or was likely to cause harassment, alarm or distress to one or more persons not of the same household as the complainant'. 

Anti-Social Behaviour will not be tolerated by either the Police or the Council. It is therefore in your own interest to ensure that the behaviour complained of ceases immediately.

The behaviour you have allegedly been involved in is as follows: -

· Conduct causing or likely to cause harassment, alarm or distress
Included with this warning letter are;

· an information sheet about anti-social behaviour and enforcement

· An offer of parent support from Bradford Youth Offending Team (YOT)

Be advised that information regarding anti-social behaviour is recorded on an electronic database and is shared with partner agencies under the following areas of legislation that relate to the sharing of personalised information:
· Data Protection Act 1998 (DPA) (Section 29) allows for the exchange of information where it is for the purposes of the prevention or detection of crime, apprehension or prosecution of offenders and where failure to disclose would be likely to prejudice those objectives.
· Crime and Disorder Act 1998 (Section 115) allows for the exchange of information where the disclosure is necessary or expedient for the purposes of any provision of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998, or amendments to that legislation.

Please contact: 

…………….., City of Bradford Metropolitan District Council’s ASB Team, Jacobs Well, Bradford BD1 5RW  for further information/support regarding this warning letter. 
Parent Support

Many parents find raising young people a challenge, Bradford Youth Offending Team can offer parent support.  If you wish to take up this offer of support please contact:

Bradford YOT Parent Worker on 01274 436060 or you can tell the person/agency issuing this warning letter that you would like further support.
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I confirm that I have received and understood this ASB Warning Letter;

Signed:

………………………………. Printed ……………………….....  Date: ……………….

(Young Person)


………………………………. Printed …………………….......  Date: ………………..

(Parent/Guardian)


………………………………. Printed ………………………....  Date: …………………

(Person/agency issuing warning letter)




ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR INFORMATION SHEET
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What is anti-social behaviour? 

The term anti-social behaviour covers a wide range of selfish and unacceptable activity that can blight the quality of community life. Terms such as ‘nuisance’, ‘disorder’ and ‘harassment’ are also used to describe some of this behaviour. 

Examples include: 

· Nuisance neighbours 

· Yobbish behaviour and intimidating groups taking over public spaces 

· Vandalism, graffiti and fly-posting 

· People dealing and buying drugs on the street 

· People dumping rubbish and abandoned cars 

· Begging and anti-social drinking 

· The misuse of fireworks 

· Illegal driving of mini-motorbikes.

Why is it important? 

Anti-social behaviour ruins lives. It doesn’t just make life unpleasant; it prevents the renewal of disadvantaged areas and creates an environment where more serious crime can take hold. 

Anti-social behaviour is a major issue in some of the UK’s more deprived or disadvantaged communities. 

Anti-social behaviour is also expensive. It is estimated to cost the British taxpayer £3.4bn a year. 

There are a range of supportive interventions available which can help individuals and/or their parents and families change their own behaviour and enable them to tackle some of the underlying problems. 

What action can be taken?

Anti-social behaviour causes harm to individuals and the community and must be stopped as soon as possible, when the minimum harm has been caused.

The goal of any action is to:

· protect victims, witnesses and the community 

· enable the perpetrator to understand the consequences of their behaviour 

· make sure the perpetrator changes their behaviour.

Measures that can be used by the police and other agencies include:

· warning letters and interviews, contracts and agreements 

· fixed penalty notices and penalty notices for disorder 

· parenting orders, individual support orders, noise abatement notices, injunctions, dispersal powers and anti-social behaviour orders (ASBOs) 

· ‘crack house’ closure orders 

· possession proceedings against a tenant.

Action may be initiated by a number of agencies including the police, local authorities, registered social landlords, housing trusts and youth offending teams.

Excerpt from www.respect.gov.uk
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