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 MISS TENNESSEE SCHOLARSHIP PAGEANT

2015-2016 NEW FRANCHISE AGREEMENT
(DUE SIX WEEKS AFTER PAGEANT or MARCH 1 whichever comes first)

     AGREEMENT by and between the Miss Tennessee Scholarship Pageant, Inc., a non-profit corporation of the State of Tennessee, having its principal office at P. O. Box 938, Jackson, Tennessee (hereinafter referred to as “MTSP”) AND

(NAME OF LOCAL FRANCHISE)

 (Hereinafter referred to as “Local Pageant”) as follows:

1.  MTSP hereby grants Local Pageant the sole exclusive right to conduct a Local Pageant within the City, County, and/or Territories of
(Hereinafter referred to as “franchised area”)

for the selection of a candidate to compete in the State Finals of the Miss Tennessee Pageant to be held in Jackson, Tennessee on the dates in June to be announced by MTSP.

2. It is mutually understood and agreed that MTSP owns all rights, interests, and proprietorship in and to the names, designations, and service marks “Miss Tennessee, “Miss Tennessee Pageant”, the Miss Tennessee symbol, scepter, crown, banner, the name, designation, and service marks.

In the event Local Pageant uses any combination of the names and service marks referred to herein above as part of its association name, in the event it is not a corporation, it is agreed as a condition precedent to the license granted herein that should MTSP so request Local Pageant will delete such names or service marks from its association name within 60 days after receipt of written demand from MTSP to such effect whether said demand is received during or after the terms hereof.  If the name is not deleted after request, Mr. Tom Hensley, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of the Miss Tennessee Pageant, is hereby authorized and empowered by Local Pageant to proceed to have the name and service marks deleted by appropriate procedures with the Secretary of State or other authorized governmental agency and to sign whatever documents are necessary to effect the deletion of the name and service marks or to proceed in equity or law to compel the deletion of same.

3.  MTSP agrees:

(a) That it will conduct the State Finals in Jackson, Tennessee, on or about the dates in June to be announced by MTSP.

(b) That it will accept the winner of the Local Pageant conducted by Local Pageant (hereinafter referred to as “the Local Winner”) as a contestant in the State Pageant provided Local Pageant has complied with the terms hereof and with such rules and regulations as may be promulgated by MTSP.

(c) To provide all meals and lodging for the contestant while she is in Jackson, Tennessee, during Pageant Week, from 12:00pm Sunday through crowning on Saturday evening.

(d) To provide one Local Pageant badge for each local pageant.
(e) To provide the winner of the Miss Tennessee Pageant with an all expense paid trip to and from the Miss America Pageant, and to handle all of her public appearances during her reign as Miss Tennessee.  Miss America Pageant, Inc. shall hereinafter be referred to as MAP. 

4. LOCAL PAGEANT agrees:

(a) To execute and return this agreement together with the sum of $400 franchise fee at designated time.  MTSP may consider a violation of this provision ground for revocation of the franchise.

(b) To sponsor, promote, finance, and conduct a fair and unbiased Local Pageant in accordance with the terms and conditions set forth herein and the rules and regulations promulgated from time to time by the MTSP and the MAP.

(c) To certify in writing that all contestants have been selected in accordance with all of the rules and regulations of MAP and further that they have competed and been selected within the appropriate period immediately preceding the date of competition of the State Pageant in Jackson, Tennessee.

(d) To conduct the Local Pageant at the same location on consecutive nights on or before January 31, preceding the Miss Tennessee Pageant.

(e) The Local Pageant will not conduct or participate in the conduct of any other State or National or International competition similar to the Miss Tennessee Pageant.

(f) Local Pageant will not assume obligations or make commitments for or on behalf of MTSP or MAO, it being understood that Local Pageants have no right to bind or obligate MTSP or MAO unless authorized in writing to do so.

(g) That Local Pageant shall provide scholarships and shall award such scholarships in accordance with MTSP and/or MAO rules and regulations and shall provide for the clear and unambiguous mention of the scholarship awards which the Local Pageant contestants are eligible to receive in all promotional material distributed in connection with the conduct of the Local Pageants.

(h) That if, for any reason, the winner of the Local Pageant is disqualified or released from appearing in the State Finals, the first runner-up selected by the judges may succeed to the Local title and will be sent to the State Finals by the Local Pageant.  In such event, MTSP agrees to accept such runner-up as the new Local Finalist if certified in accordance with subparagraph (c) above.  Similarly, if the Local Finalist selected by Local Pageant becomes Miss Tennessee at the State Finals, Local Pageant at its discretion will designate its next runner-up as the new Local titleholder and promote the succeeding runners-up.

(i) To insure that all judges serving the Local Pageant will be instructed to follow the method of judging set forth by the Miss America Pageant.

(j) To include the entire geographical area of it’s Local Pageant within a franchise area or areas.  In the event that a franchised area within the State fails to conduct a Local Pageant, their franchise may then be reassigned to State Pageant.

(k) To maintain such insurance as set forth by MTSP included with the Franchise Agreement and Fee.

(l) To notify MTSP, in writing, within 10 days of any change in identity of the Chairman of the Board, President, or Executive Director of the Local Pageant.

(m) To insure that no contestant at the local level is charged an entry fee.

5. With respect to the selection and qualification of contestants within the franchised area Local Pageant further agrees as follows:

(a) A contestant may compete in any Local Pageant, even though not resident therein,  wherein she is and has been a bona fide employee for a  period of six months immediately preceding the time she makes application to enter a Local Pageant and has maintained such employment until the time the Local Pageant is held; or

(b) A contestant who is a bona fide registered full time student at a college or university in the State and who has successfully completed one semester as a full time student at a college or university in the State and further that no more than six months has elapsed between the completion of the first semester and the beginning of the succeeding applicable semester.  There are no exceptions to these conditions.

(c) The requirements, as set forth in paragraphs (a) and (b) above, must be in existence both at the time the contestant makes application to enter the Local Pageant and on the first day the Pageant is held.

(d) It is understood by and between the parties hereto that State Pageant will adopt whatever rules and regulations it deems desirable for its State with respect to the location in each State where each contestant may compete in a Local Pageant.

(e)  A contestant is precluded from competing in another contest in the same year after having been selected the winner in any Local Pageant; nor can she succeed herself in the same Local Pageant.

(f) A contestant shall not have been a previous State Finalist who competed in the National Finals.  However, a contestant who has assumed the title and duties of a State Finalist but has never competed in the National Finals must allow a lapse of one year, following her year of service, prior to competing again in a Local Pageant where she is eligible.

(g) A contestant must be eligible to make the representations under oath which are set forth in the “Contestant’s Contract” with Miss Tennessee Pageant.

(h) A contestant must be a high school graduate or have successfully completed the G.E.D. testing program for high school equivalency by July 30th of the year she competes in the Miss Tennessee Pageant.

(i) A contestant shall not be less than 17 nor older than 24 years of age on December 31.

(j) A contestant shall possess talent, poise, personality, intelligence, charm, and beauty of face and figure.

(k) A contestant must be a United States citizen before the commencement of the Local Pageant.

(l) A contestant must compete in evening wear, swimsuit, and personality interview and must possess and display live talent in a not more than 90 second talent routine.  This may be singing, dancing, playing a musical instrument, dramatic reading, art display, dress designing, etc., or she may give a maximum 90 second talk on a subject approved by MTSP.

(m)  A contestant may either be an amateur or professional.

(n) Local Pageant agrees that it will require all contestants in the Local Pageant to sign a Contestant Contract with the Local Pageant.

(o) Local Pageant acknowledges that it is MTSP’s preference that all contestants in the Local Pageant including the winner and runners-up thereof will not, during their entire year of service, associate with in any way, or participate in any way, in the promotion or conduct, or become a contestant or participant, either directly or indirectly, in any other state or national competition of a nature similar to the Miss America Pageant competition.  This includes the participation in any activity, which relates in any aspect, either directly or indirectly, including judging, to any other state or national competition of a nature similar to the Miss America competition.  MTSP will NOT penalize anyone who may choose to participate in another pageant.
(p) Contestant must be in good physical health.

(q) To be responsible for all pictures, news releases, etc., pertaining to local contestants, and insure all to be in good taste in keeping with high moral character.

(r) Each local Pageant should have at least four (4) contestants.
(s) Local Pageant agrees to furnish Local Winner with the “Official Miss America Crown”, if it so chooses.  Or Local Pageant must furnish the official crown during her year of service and then require the contestant to return it to Local Pageant.

             (t)  Local Pageant agrees to retain copies of all Official Judges ballots and Auditors tally sheets for        

one year from the date of the Local Pageant and, if requested,  to furnish original said ballots and tally                                                                       sheets to the Miss Tennessee Pageant.

6. Local Pageant agrees as follows with respect to the Local Winner:

(a) To cause her to enter into the standard Contestant’s Contract with the Miss Tennessee Pageant which contains a fully completed and signed fact sheet.

(b) To submit to MTSP the required photographs without crown, flowers, trophies, etc., as required by MTSP detailed in the Contestants Paperwork Packet.
(c) To require her to furnish MTSP by the stated deadlines in the Contestants Package Paperwork , prior to State Pageant, all information requested and required by the MTSP.

7. Local Pageant agrees as follows with respect to the Scholarship monies:
a) Each local pageant organization shall maintain a separate interest bearing account for the use and benefit of all scholarship recipients; this fund shall be denominated the Miss (Name of Local Pageant) Scholarship Fund.  All scholarship monies or funds to be used for such eligible scholarship winners shall be disbursed from this account.

b) Each local pageant shall designate two persons to be in charge and responsible for the oversight of such scholarship funds.  The name, address, home phone and work phone of such persons shall be provided to the Miss Tennessee Scholarship Pageant on the paperwork requested.  If such persons shall for any reason be replaced by the local pageant at anytime, a new form with the above information shall be completed and returned to the Miss Tennessee Scholarship Pageant, Inc., within ten (10) days of replacement of the above persons.  Failure to comply with the above may result in loss of franchise or disqualification of such pageant’s contestant.

c) The local scholarship funds shall not be used for any purpose other than to provide educational scholarships, books, tuition, on-campus housing or educational loans of such recipient and for no other purpose.  All disbursements of scholarship funds or payment of the above valid expenses shall be made payable directly to the school and/or to the recipient and school jointly.  Once the contestants legally wins, the scholarship monies are hers and must be paid, regardless of performance.

d) Each local pageant shall submit and forward the original auditor’s tally sheet to the Miss Tennessee Scholarship Pageant, Inc. within one week of the conclusion of their pageant each year.  Failure to comply with this rule, without reasonable cause may result in loss of franchise or other sanction.

e) No scholarship monies on deposit may can be used for operational expenses of the local pageant.

f) You must complete the LOCAL OPERATING REPORT and return with your signed FRANCHISE AGREEMENT AND FEE.  This information must be received by the date specified in the paperwork.
8. General Provisions:

(a) It is understood and agreed by and between the parties hereto that this franchise shall automatically terminate upon the selection of Miss Tennessee of this franchise year.  Local Pageant does hereby recognize and accept the right of MTSP to renew this Franchise Agreement or to fail to renew it with or without good cause.

(b) The said State Pageant and Local Pageant further mutually agree that half of the $400 franchise fee will be refunded to the Local Pageant if the Local Pageant is unable to send a contestant and so notifies the State Pageant by January 1st, or if the State Pageant rejects the contestant furnished by the Local Pageant for any reason other than a violation of the terms of this agreement.  Such refund automatically cancels the Local Pageant’s right to send a contestant.

(c) This franchise does not include the right and Local Pageant agrees that it shall not have the right to authorize or permit the Local Finals to be televised locally, regionally, or nationally without the prior approval of MTSP or MAO.  Permission to televise any Local Pageant shall at all times be at the sole discretion of MTSP and MAO and, if such permission is granted, any such television production shall conform to the norms and standards promulgated from time to time by the MTSP and MAO.
(d) This contract may not be assigned by Local Pageant to any person or persons, nor can Local Pageant delegate to any other person or persons the rights and privileges herein granted or the responsibilities hereby undertaken.

(e) No person shall serve as a judge in any Local Pageant who has or intends to provide for profit or otherwise any product or service directly or indirectly to or for any potential or actual contestant in any Local Pageant other than a person who is an official participant in any Local Pageant organization and who provides the normal routine products and service (those products and services which are made available to all prospective and actual contestants in that Local Pageant) associated with that position.

(f) It is hereby understood and agreed that MTSP reserves the right at any time to change, amend, or eliminate any rules or policy including, but not limited to, the rules set forth in this agreement, pertaining to production requirements, administrative procedures and/or rules and policy which MTSP determines to be reasonably necessary for the general welfare of MTSP and the Local Pageants.

(g) The terms and conditions of this Franchise Agreement are necessary in order to give every contestant throughout the State an equal opportunity to compete for the title of Miss Tennessee and the parties hereto recognize and agree that Local Pageant and MTSP are two independent organizations and that no agency, partnership, or joint venture relationship is created by the provisions of this Franchise Agreement.

(h) Local Pageant does hereby agree to indemnify and completely save harmless MTSP and MAO as the result of any obligation or liability imposed upon MTSP or MAO arising out of any transactions or occurrence not authorized in writing by the MTSP or MAO.

(i) Waiver and failure of enforcement of any provision hereof on any one occasion shall not be deemed to constitute a waiver of enforcement of said provision in the future.  This constitutes the entire agreement between the parties and it cannot be changed or altered except in writing signed by MTSP.  It is recognized that a similar agreement is being entered into between MTSP and other Local Pageants and in order to insure a uniform and consistent interpretation hereof, the parties agree that this contract shall be construed under and in accordance with the laws of the State of Tennessee.  The parties agree that the courts of record of Madison County, Tennessee, shall have exclusive jurisdiction of any disputes arising out of this contract, other than set forth in Section 7.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, the Miss Tennessee Scholarship Pageant, Inc. and the 

_____________________________________________________________________________

                                                                          (Name of Local Pageant)

have executed this contract by their duly authorized agent on this____ day of __________, ________.

Name of Local Sponsoring Organization, College, or University

By__________________________________________________________________________

                                                          (Signature of Local Sponsor, President, if applicable)

Local Pageant Director or name of person to receive official mail:  ______________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Address:_____________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip________________________________________________________________

Home Phone:_____________________________Work Phone:__________________________

Form D7

