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Board of Education 
Serving children, schools and young people  

Lesson 1 
  

Learning 
Objectives Key Questions Success 

Criteria Possible content Possible Resources 

AT1 Describe 

I can identify 
similarities and 
differences 
within a religion 
(L3) 

AT2 Connect 

I can ask 
important 
questions about  
religious 
teachings and 
practices (L3) 

 

What are the names 
of our local Christian 
groups 
(denominations)? 

 

What do all the 
churches have in 
common? What is 
different? 

 

How do church 
building features 
show it’s a sacred 
place? Where is your 
sacred place? What 
does church mean to 
you? 

 

I can describe key 
features of a 
church (L3) 
I can identify 
similarities and 
differences across 
Christian 
denominations 
including symbols 
& building’s 
features (L3) 
I can suggest a 
meaning for 
features of a 
church & symbols 
(L2) 
I can recognise 
some similarities 
between religions 
(L2) 
I can make links 
between religious 
teachings & own 
behaviour/attitude
s. (L3) 
I can ask important 
questions about 
religious practices. 
(L3) 
I can respond 
sensitively when 
asked a personal 
question (L2) 

A visit to local church/es needs to be organised for week 2 and a visitor, from a 
contrasting denomination, to come in to answer children’s questions in week 4. 

Put children in groups.  Give them a large sheet of paper.  Ask them to note down 
everything they know about a church – buildings, activities etc.   

What is Church?   

When have they been to church?  Why?  What might you find in a church? Share and 
discuss pupils’ ideas.  What does church mean to you? 

Labelling Parts of a Church  

PowerPoint About a Church (including floor plan) (not all parts relevant) 

Discuss the idea of the church being God’s house and also the church is the people, not 
the building. 

Do they know any different types of church? Explain term denomination & 
introduce/discuss relevant denominations (dependant on what churches are in your 
area) such as Methodists, Roman Catholics, Baptists, Free Church/Evangelical etc.  

Have photos of local churches both inside & outside for children to compare & 
contrast.  Choose one of the following activities: 

1) List similarities & differences or have set of photos to sort e.g. different pulpits/ 
lecterns/ seating / font & baptismal pool / crucifixes. 

2) Create a Venn diagram/ double bubble thinking map comparing two denominations 
with similarities & differences.(Double Bubble Thinking Map - How to (PDF))   

What do all the churches have in common? What is different? How do these features 
show it’s a sacred place? Where is your sacred place? What does church mean to you? 

 

 

TES : 

PowerPoint on Parts of a Church  

PowerPointoint showing simple 
features of Anglican church  

Have photos of local churches 
both inside & outside for children 
to compare & contrast. 

RE Quest site has lots of good 
resources e.g. : 

Video touring Anglican church –  

Various Videos About 
Denominations  

What is Church?  

Labelling Parts of a Church 

PowerPoint About a Church 
(including floor plan) 

Series of books ‘I am A …’ by B 
Pettenuzzo 

Many bible stories with 
accompanying power points can 
be found here 

http://request.org.uk/life/church-life/2013/07/15/what-is-church/
http://www.crickweb.co.uk/ks1re.html
http://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resource/places-of-worship-powerpoint-about-a-church-6258068
http://www.wappingersschools.org/cms/lib01/NY01001463/Centricity/Domain/108/Double_Bubble.pdf
http://www.tes.co.uk/ResourceDetail.aspx?storyCode=6027921
http://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resource/Christian-Church-artefacts-6111117/
http://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resource/Christian-Church-artefacts-6111117/
http://request.org.uk/life/church-life/2013/07/17/church-tours/
http://request.org.uk/category/life/church-life/
http://request.org.uk/category/life/church-life/
http://www.crickweb.co.uk/ks1re.html
http://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resource/places-of-worship-powerpoint-about-a-church-6258068
http://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resource/places-of-worship-powerpoint-about-a-church-6258068
http://bibleforchildren.org/languages/english/stories.php


Board of Education 
Serving children, schools and young people  

Lesson 2 
  

Learning 
Objectives Key Questions Success 

Criteria Possible content Possible Resources 

AT1 Describe 

I can identify 
similarities and 
differences 
within a religion 
(L3) 

 

 

AT2  Connect 

I can ask 
important 
questions about  
religious 
teachings and 
practices (L3) 

 

Why is the font near 
the door? What 
shape is the church 
in? 
Why is the lectern in 
the centre/front of 
the church building?  
What do the 
windows tell us about 
this church?  
Can you find any 
clues to tell us who 
might use this 
building? 
How do you feel 
inside this building? 
What area of the 
church do you feel is 
most sacred – why?  
Are any places special 
or sacred for you?  
How do you feel 
about this 
place/these places? 
What artefacts and 
symbols help 
worshippers to come 
closer to God and 
deepen their faith? 
 

I can recognise 
some similarities 
between 
religions (L2) 

I can ask 
important 
questions about 
religious 
practices. (L3) 

I can respond 
Sensitively when 
asked a personal 
question. (L2) 

I can recognise 
the values you 
have and that 
others hold. (L2) 

I can ask 
questions about 
other people’s 
experiences & 
feelings (L2) 

Visit local church/es (e.g. Anglican, Baptist, Methodist, Roman Catholic, Evangelical, 
URC, Salvation Army etc.) & identify parts of the church. 

 

Children could have a list of items to find & note where they find them or label where 
they are, on a church plan. 

OR give groups of children a definition on card & they place it in the church, where 
they find it. 

 

Take photos of the visit for children to write a recount (must note function of what 
they see) or write captions for a display etc. 

 

At the end of the visit, get children to look closely at Communion table (as this will be 
focused on at the end of the unit). Take photos for using later on. 

 

If visiting two churches, discuss with children differences & similarities they see. 
Children may be able to ask a church member about what they see & why it’s there 
etc.?  

 

Visit to local church/es needs to 
be organised in advance 



Board of Education 
Serving children, schools and young people  

Lesson 3 
  

Learning 
Objectives Key Questions Success 

Criteria Possible content Possible Resources 

AT1 Describe 

Describe some of 
the ways people 
express their 
beliefs. (L3) 

 

AT2 Connect 

Ask important 
questions about 
religious 
practices. (L3) 

 

Who might use the 
church building? 

 

 Why & how does the 
church serve its 
community? 

 

 What Biblical 
teachings are 
reflected in these 
community uses of 
the church? 

 

How is (school value) 
shown by your 
church? 

 

What communities 
do you belong to?  

 

What beliefs & values 
do your communities 
hold? 

I can make 
simple links 
between beliefs/ 
practices & 
people’s lives. 
(L3) 

 

I can suggest why 
religious 
practices are 
performed. (L2) 

 

I can ask 
important 
questions about 
what happens in 
a church (L3) 

 

I can ask 
questions about 
how the church 
building is God’s 
house & how its 
use reflects 
Christian beliefs 
about impacting 
the community. 

What community are you part of? Identify different communities e.g. school, 
Brownies, family, football club etc. What beliefs & values do your communities hold? 
E.g. Brownie promise, school motto/values etc. 

Use this discussion of community beliefs & last week’s thinking about buildings, to ask 
– who might use the church building? Why does the church serve its community? How 
does a church serve its community? 

Look at selection of verses (see resources) & link to activities that a church may be 
involved with (use local church links & projects in the community) E.g. Toddler group, 
Food Bank, Debt-Advice, Uniformed organisations, OAP groups, Youth Club, Sports 
Clubs, Street Pastors etc. 

What questions would they like to be answered by a member of a local Christian 
denomination for next week’s church visit concerning community work & features of 
the church?  

Children record questions that they will ask the visitor next week about how the 
church is used and links to Biblical teaching on community.  

Children may also wish to ask the visitor questions related to school values e.g. How is 
friendship shown by your church?  

You may wish to do this as a class discussion & note questions to give to the visitor in 
advance of the children asking them when they visit OR children could write a letter, 
asking these questions OR children write questions individually to ask in the following 
lesson 

Focus on the building, its use, its symbolism and what happens in church.  How is the 
church treated to show that it is sacred – what does that mean in practical terms?  
How is your church involved in the local community? 

Opening Up Christianity, Primary 
RE magazine, RE Today pg14-19 – 
drawing of church notice board & 
windows to show activities which 
children have to link with a Bible 
verse.  

Romans 12:9, Romans 12:16, 
Psalm 104:33, Jeremiah 33, 
Hebrews 13:16, 1 Timothy 6:10, 
Matthew 25:35-36, Hebrews 
10:24-26, 1 Corinthians 11:26, 
Leviticus 19:32, Ephesians 1:2, 
Psalm 119:105 



Board of Education 
Serving children, schools and young people  

Lesson 4 
  

Learning 
Objectives Key Questions Success 

Criteria Possible content Possible Resources 

AT1 Describe 

I can describe 
some of the 
different ways 
people express 
their beliefs (L3) 

AT2 Connect 

Ask important 
questions about 
religious 
practices. (L3) 

 

Who might use the 
church building?  

 

Why & how does the 
church serve its 
community? 

 

 What Biblical 
teachings are 
reflected in these 
community uses of 
the church? 

 

How is (school value) 
shown by your 
church? 

I can make 
simple links 
between beliefs/ 
practices & 
Christians’ 
lives(L3) 

 

I can describe 
some of the ways 
people express 
their beliefs in a 
Church (L3) 

 

I can suggest why 
religious 
practices are 
performed in a 
Church (L2) 

 

I can ask 
questions about 
how the church 
building is God’s 
house & how it’s 
use reflects 
Christian beliefs 
about impacting 
the community 

Children ask agreed questions (composed last lesson) of the visitor & discuss links to 
community work, features of the church building & why they are as they are etc. 

Children record what they found out e.g. speech bubbles with question and answer 
recorded (perhaps for a display). 

Visitor to come in to answer 
children’s questions 

OR have responses to letters, 
from a church member. 



Board of Education 
Serving children, schools and young people  

Lesson 5 
  

Learning 
Objectives Key Questions Success 

Criteria Possible content Possible Resources 

AT1  Describe 

I can describe 
some of the ways 
people express 
their beliefs (L4) 

AT2 Connect 

Ask important 
questions about 
religious stories 
(L3) 

 

Who was at the Last 
Supper?  

 

Why is it now called 
the Last Supper? 

 

 What does the … 
symbol mean? 

I can give a basic 
description of the 
key events at the 
Last Supper & 
explain the 
symbolic 
meaning of them 
(L3) 

I can ask 
questions about 
the last supper & 
how we 
remember it 
today through 
communion & 
symbols. 

I can respond 
sensitively to re-
enacting the Last 
Supper (L2) 

I can ask 
questions about 
other people’s 
experiences & 
feelings, 
empathise with 
being a disciple 
(L2) 

For greatest impact and helping the children to empathise with the disciples set up 
your classroom with long table, bread, grape juice etc. Outside the classroom, give 
pairs of children a disciple name (to enable them to talk as that character) with a bit of 
information e.g. Judas, look worried and be quite quiet (give him a small bag of money 
to have in pocket), Peter be confident, James & John are brothers who argue about 
being near to Jesus. Explain that you are Jesus and they are the disciples and you are 
now inviting them in to have a special meal where you need to give them some 
important news. Proceed to sitting around the table (could ‘wash’ their feet as they 
come in & sit down). Jesus talks to them all, as in Bible recount. Any children who are 
not disciples can ask questions of any of the disciples when you say ‘Freeze’. E.g. How 
do you feel James? Judas, why are you looking worried? At the end, come out of role & 
discuss what happened, how they felt & what each of the symbols meant. 

OR How do you remember important events that have happened nationally/globally or 
personal events? 9/11, Princess Diana’s death, relative who has died, Queen’s Jubilee, 
Nelson Mandela, Bonfire night, birthdays, Remembrance Day etc. 

Recognise that Communion is a remembering & that each part is symbolic. 

Read/ watch a clip showing the story of the last supper e.g. The Easter Story or Miracle 
Maker clip  

Luke 22:7-23 Matthew 26:17-30 (Both verses on this page) Teacher can read whilst 
children act it out.OR give children parts, after talking about what has happened, & 
they improvise their parts to re-enact the last supper, including a long table & having 
bread & juice together. Have name cards for the 12 disciples. Will need to have half 
class acting & other half watching & then swap over. Freeze-frame the action at 
various points & explore emotions. 

Children to record the Last Supper & what it means by either writing a letter to a friend 
about experiencing it OR diary entry OR written from disciples point of view. Children 
to explain their feelings & how it helps them to remember Jesus. Could put up a piece 
of artwork as stimulus while the children are writing e.g. DaVinci 

Possible power points (to adapt): 

PowerPoint About Holy 
Communion & Differences 
Between Denominations  

This page links to PowerPoint 
called Holy Communion (some 
slides are not relevant or beyond 
yr. 4 but good to adapt. Highlights 
differences between how 
different denominations celebrate 
it.) 

Clip of Last Supper  

The Easter Story (look to images 
on the right & click on part of 
Easter story you need) 

Lion’s Storyteller Bible pg. 104, An 
Important Meal 

AT2 Assessment opportunity 

http://request.org.uk/festivals/easter/2013/06/24/the-easter-story-2/
https://bible.org/seriespage/last-supper-luke-227-23
http://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resource/Holy-Communion-6325446/
http://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resource/Holy-Communion-6325446/
http://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resource/Holy-Communion-6325446/
http://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resource/Year-7-Christianity-Module-powerpoints-6329574/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/the-last-supper/4444.html
http://request.org.uk/festivals/easter/2013/06/24/the-easter-story-2/


Board of Education 
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Lesson 6 
  

Learning 
Objectives Key Questions Success 

Criteria Possible content Possible Resources 

AT1 Describe 

I can give a basic 
description of the 
key features of a 
religion (L4) 

AT2 Connect 

Ask questions 
about other 
people’s 
experiences & 
feelings (L2) 

What items would 
you see on an 
altar/communion 
table? What do 
Christians remember 
during the Eucharist? 
 What does the 
priest/vicar do during 
the service? 
How do you feel 
receiving the peace? 
Why do you think 
Christians share the 
peace before taking 
communion? 
Why do Christians 
greet each other and 
depart in God’s 
name? 
Have you been to a 
Communion service – 
explain what it was 
like. 
Extension – have you 
received 
communion? 
 Do you think children 
should receive 
communion and at 
what age? 

I can give a basic 
description of the 
key features of a 
the Eucharist in an 
Anglican church 
(L3) 
I can make simple 
links between 
beliefs & practices 
(L3) 
I can suggest why 
religious practices 
are performed 
(L2) 
Suggest a 
meaning to each 
symbol in the 
Eucharist service 
(L2) 
I can ask 
questions about 
Eucharist & 
respond 
sensitively to 
other’s ideas & 
feelings 
I can ask 
important 
questions about 
Christian 
teachings/practice
s (L3) 

Look at Communion/Eucharist in an Anglican Church. Communion (link to community) 

Use BBC clip or some other similar clip to begin discussion about what happens during 
this service. 

This PowerPoint recaps what symbols mean & different names for it in different 
denominations (ignore quiz as inaccurate!) 

Look at the CofE Order of Service and as you go through it, let the children experience 
each part (without actually doing it) e.g. share the peace with each other, greet each 
other in the Lord’s name, children may choose to pray during a quiet 2 minutes or 
think about what it all means to Christians etc. 

• greet each other in the Lord's name 

• confess their sins and are assured of God's forgiveness 

• keep silence and pray a Collect 

• proclaim and respond to the word of God 

• pray for the Church and the world 

• exchange the Peace 

• prepare the table 

• pray the Eucharistic Prayer 

• break the bread 

• receive communion 

• depart with God's blessing 

Cut out & put the Eucharist service in the correct sequence. Children then to record 
pictorially/or in words what each of the symbols mean i.e. bread (body broken), wine 
(blood shed), cross (died for our sins), altar (place of sacrifice) 

Eucharist in Catholic Church (BBC 
LearningZone Clip)  

The Last Supper - (BBC 
LearningZone Clip)- A simple 
explanation of communion 

 

Communion (Request) (look to 
images on the right & click on 
either C of E or Catholic 
explanation) 

 

N.B Extension Activity – look at 
similarities & differences 
between denominations e.g. 
different names, wafer/bread, 
alcoholic/grape juice, 
transubstantiation etc. 

 

http://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resource/holy-communion-6382602/
http://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-worship/worship/texts/principal-services/holy-communion.aspx
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/4458.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/4458.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/the-last-supper/4585.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/the-last-supper/4585.html
http://request.org.uk/life/worship-life/communion-life/2013/07/08/communion/

