Endowment Presentation Talking Points
Review Church long-term vision

1. What would we like the church to be in the future? Facilities, Programs, etc.

2. How do we get there from where we are?

3. What are our long-term plans and goals?

4. Personal testimony (story).
Ten Reasons Every Church Should Have a Legacy Ministry

1. If you are not asking the members of your church for planned gifts, you can bet someone else is...
2. Eventually that "someone else" will win their cash gifts too as planned gifts come from the heart.
3. Hard economic times when people are "cash-starved" are the best times for planned giving.
4. Those churches who even have a go at planned giving eventually earn 25% to 100% more than those who don't.
5. A typical planned gift is 200 to 300 times the size of the member's annual gift.
6. Planned gifts do not affect your church member's annual giving. Repeat: Planned gifts do not affect your church member's annual giving.
7. Church members are often eager to make a planned gift but don't know how. Or are never asked. And some are even offended that they aren't asked by their church!
8. Church members who make gifts through their wills typically are unknown and can surprise you.
9. Anyone can make a planned gift.
10. By working with the Georgia United Methodist Foundation's staff, promoting planned giving in your church is easy.
Why do we need a Legacy Ministry?

1. Planned giving is important to our long-term success of our ministry and perhaps even survival.
2. An endowment formalizes the process and promotes the concept.

3. Members have a way to leave a legacy.

What is an Endowment?

1. A permanent fund to establish a long-term source of income.
2. A source of funds beyond the annual budget.

3. A hedge against economic times.

4. Commitment to spend only the income generated by the investment.

What are some examples of an outright gift?

1. Cash – perhaps when you have an unexpected surplus.

2. Publicly traded securities – there can be tax advantages in donating appreciated stock.

3. Real property – perhaps you have a house or land not needed.

What are some examples of a planned (deferred) gift?

1. Bequests (wills) – the most common and easiest to set up.

2. Life insurance policies with the Church as beneficiary.

3. Gift annuities – a way to get lifetime income and leave a legacy.

4. Retirement plan assets

How do you make a planned gift?

1. Leave a final tithe in your will.

2. Meet with a member of our legacy committee and explore options.

3. Contact the Georgia United Methodist Foundation staff to get expert advice.

4. Review your plans with your attorney.
What can/should the members do?

1. Everyone should consider a planned gift. If you already have made a planned gift to the church, please complete the Planned Gift Acknowledgement/Confirmation Form.
2. Pray

3. Be a role model by making a planned gift.

4. Communicate the advantages of an endowment to others.

5. Make it part of Christian stewardship.

6. Leave a final tithe to the church.
7. Celebrate the progress of our legacy ministry.

8. Help us identify resource professionals to help with this program i.e. estate planning attorneys, financial planners, etc.
Distribution of documents

1. Distribute the handouts listed below.

2. Request that the leadership review the materials for approval at the next meeting.

How are we going to manage the legacy ministry process?

1. A permanent endowment committee will be formed.

2. A charge conference will approve our plan.

3. Legacy Committee will begin work of promoting ad managing the program. Includes asking members to make a legacy gift.

4. An annual report will be presented to the church.

5. Long term goal is to grow the endowment to help us fulfill our vision for ministry.

Handouts

1. Church Statement

2. Charge Conference Resolution for the Purpose of Establishing a Permanent Endowment Fund Committee and a Permanent Endowment Fund

3. Gift Acceptance Policy

4. Planned Gift Acknowledgement/Confirmation Form

