General Social Survey

The General Social Survey (GSS) is a multiple-year that is rich in sociological variables. For example, it not only contains detailed information about one’s wealth, education, occupation, and social prestige, but also how one feels about these concepts. These variables promise to answer some of the most vexing questions in public health, such as whether and how social position matters for health. But the usefulness of the GSS has a health dataset has been limited by its cross-sectional design and somewhat limited health questions. To overcome these limitations, our team is working on matching the GSS to 30 years of prospective mortality data via the National Death Index (NDI). We will hold an informal discussion of the GSS-NDI and its potential utility.
