
K-5 Library Media Information Literacy Lesson
Grade: 4
Date(mm/yy): Spring 2012
4/5, 4/12, 4/26
Duration: 3/30 min
Prior Lesson: Evaluating Nonfiction
 

Lesson Name: Web Evaluation
School Name: Mason-Rice
Lesson Outcome or Product: Students will be able to evaluate
a Website/Web resource for veracity using established criteria. 
 
Classroom Connection: Geographic Region Research

● Library teacher lesson 
○ Collaborative lesson

 
Newton Library Benchmarks: Students will be able to evaluate, extract, and organize 
information and cite its source – begin to evaluate the authority, timeliness and point of view of 
print and electronic resources.
AASL 21st Century Learner:  Acquire, Think Critically and Gain Knowledge
Skills: 1.14 – find, evaluate and select appropriate sources to answer questions/ 1.15 – evaluate 
information found in selected sources on the basis of accuracy, validity, appropriateness for 
needs, importance and social and cultural context.  Dispositions: Maintain a critical stance 
by questioning the validity and accuracy of all information.  Responsibilities: Use technology 
responsibly. Self-Assessment:  Use interactions with and feedback from teachers and peers to 
guide own inquiry process.            
Newton Technology Benchmarks: Students will use technology to locate, evaluate, collect, and 
organize information from a variety of sources - recognize that not all information found on the 
Internet is reliable and accurate. 
MA IT Strand: G3-5: 3.3   Evaluate Internet resources in terms of their usefulness for 
research.
Common Core: Reading Standard for Informational Texts  K-5  
RI.5:  Know and use various text features (eg. captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, 
indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text. 
RI.7: Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the ability to 
locate an answer to a question quickly or to solve a problem efficiently. 
Writing Standard  K-5  
W.7:  Conduct short research that builds knowledge through investigation of different aspects 
of a topic.
Essential Learning/Question:
 



How does one navigate the information available on the WWW?
 
What tools are there, that can help distinguish between good Websites  - those meant to 
inform or instruct and those that are meant to provide entertainment or sell a product?
 
How does one assess the veracity of a Website?
 
Big Six Skills:

● Task Definition (PLAN)
● Info.Seeking Strategies (WHAT)
● Location & Access(LOCATE)
● Use of Information (USE)
○ Synthesis (SYNTHESIS)
● Evaluation (REVIEW)

 
Vocabulary/keywords:
Website, Web Page, evaluate, dock, browser, URL, authority, bias, accuracy, currency, 
navigation, rubric
 
Assessment Strategies: (evidence of learning)    

● Rubric  
● Discussion/Conversation
● Project/Presentation
● Observation
○ Chart
● Task
○ Test/Quiz
○ Worksheet
○ Other

 
Set up /materials required: 
laptop with Websites bookmarked, document with vocabulary, document with criteria, 
PowerPoint on Web Evaluation, Web Assessment Form, Exemplar, technology cart with 
projector, speakers and Elmo, sign out student laptops for lessons two and three. 
 
Connection to Life Skills/21st Century Skills:
Being a critical consumer of any and all information we take in as readers and learners is a 
critical life long skill and a 21st Century Skill.  The way we locate, access, gather and assess 
information is crucial.  Students will learn and practice using Web evaluation criteria that will 
help them distinguish between the types of Web resources available; the same skills apply 
to any print media as well. These Web evaluation skills will help them as they navigate these 
shifting and changing waters in the future.  



 
Student Grouping:
First and Second Lessons - whole group and pairs
Third Lesson - pairs 
 
Student Accommodations:
Classroom teacher and library teacher will create pairs to ensure a positive learning experience 
for all students
Where applicable, aids will stay with students during library class
Lessons will include both auditory and visual cues/supports
Websites will be chosen with all learners in mind

 
Technology Integration:
Laptop, speakers, projector, screen, Elmo, student laptops, Websites, GoogleDocs
 
Instruction/Activity/Agenda:
Lesson One:
Introduce lesson 
What: explain what students will be learning  -- Web Evaluation criteria, make connection to 
Nonfiction Evaluation Criteria Lesson
Why: explain the importance of being a careful reader and a critical user of information
21st Century Skill that they will use throughout their school careers and beyond.
How: explain that there will be three lessons
Lesson One – learn criteria and vocabulary and practice as a group
Lesson Two – practice apply criteria as a group
Lesson Three – students practice evaluating chosen Websites 
 
Introduce Vocabulary
Pull up document with vocabulary words (but no definitions) – have students take 2 minutes to 
think, pair, share what the words mean and how they apply to a Website.  
 
A few students are chosen to share their understanding.
 
Introduce Criteria
Pull up document with Web Evaluation Criteria.  Read them out loud.  Reflect on or refer back to 
student definitions.
 
Show PowerPoint on Web Evaluation 
 
Lesson Two:
Introduce Lesson:
What: Learn how to apply the Web Evaluation Criteria to a Website
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Why: Practice 21st Century Skills and be a smart user of information on the WWW.
How: Explore the Web Evaluation Rubric and practice using it on a Website. 
 
Introduce Web Evaluation Rubric
Using the Elmo, show the rubric and demonstrate how it should be filled out.
 
Practice Using the Rubric
Pass out copies of the rubric with clipboards and pencils to each student.  Have them evaluate 
the Website and teacher navigates through the site.  Teacher models asking the questions that 
students should be asking when they are gathering information or visiting a Website for the 
first time.  Have student share with the group how they evaluated the Website.  Reflect and 
reinforce the important aspects and the Criteria.
 
Lesson Three:
Introduce Lesson:
What: Practice What you have Learned about Web Evaluation
Why: Practice 21st Century Skills and be a smart user of information on the WWW
How: Evaluate three Websites and chose which one to use for MidWest Research Unit.
 
Links for Theodore Roosevelt Park in ND
http://www.theodoreroosevelt. org/modern/trnatpark.htm
http://travel. nationalgeographic.com/travel/ national-parks/theodore- roosevelt-national-park/
http://www.nps.gov/thro/index. htm
http://www.theodore.roosevelt. national-park.com/
 
Use Elmo or projector to show Web Evaluation Rubric, Data Collection Sheet for Geographic 
Regions Research, Web Assessment Form (which site they chose and why) and the Student Self 
Assessment Rubric.
 
In predetermined trios, assign students to laptops and release for work. Explain that they will 
have 15 minutes for the activity. They will explore and evaluate a Website and choose one. Each 
student will evaluate one site.  The student fill out the Web Evaluation Rubric using that site. 
One the back side of the rubric, the student will explain why he or she would or would not use 
the site for research.  The group will then discuss each of their sites and choose one of the 
three sites to use in future research.  The class will gather as a whole group and share their 
findings and discuss the experience.
 
 
Give students a ticket out – “What did you learn about Web Evaluation?”
The ticket out form is cut into threes and a random sample of students is chosen to answer one 
of the questions.
 
Summarizers: 
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Rubrics
Web Assessment Form – choosing the Website and Why
Self Assessment Rubric
Ticket Out/The Important Thing About…
 
Assessments:
Student Self Assessment Rubric
Task: Web Evaluation Form 
Observation
 


