
Lesson Plan: General Music: Analyze Music of the Civil War Era

Subject:

8th Grade General Music/Band

Georgia Performance Standards:

• MMSAB.9 - Understanding music in relation to history and culture 
• M8GM.6 - Listening to, analyzing, and describing music 
• M8GM.9 - Understanding music in relation to history and culture 

• SS8H6 The student will analyze the impact of the Civil War and Reconstruction 
on Georgia. 

• b. State the importance of key events of the Civil War; include Antietam, the 
Emancipation Proclamation, Gettysburg, Chickamauga, the Union blockade of 
Georgia’s coast, Sherman’s Atlanta Campaign, Sherman’s March to the Sea, and 
Andersonville. 

Learning Goal(s):

• Students will recognize the words and tunes to songs sung by Union and 
Confederate soldiers during the Civil War.
• Students will explain what emotions are evoked by lyrics.
• Students will use information found in songs to design a cover for sheet music

Essential Questions:

• What songs were used by the Confederates during the Civil War? The Union?
• What emotions did the songs of the Civil War bring out in the listeners?

Activate Learning:

Key Vocabulary: Battle cry, Bonnie, Comrades, Exile, Goober peas, Illustration, 
Motto, Palaces, Rally, Parody, Standard, Sheet music, Traitor, Tyrants

Introduction: Play music as students enter class or lesson time begins. Introduce the 
attached information and discuss lyrics and the emotions they evoke. Show examples 
of sheet music and how it was illustrated.
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Lesson Plan: General Music: Analyze Music of the Civil War Era

Teaching Strategies:

• Pass out copies of:
• “Home Sweet Home,”
• “Battle Cry of Freedom”
• “The Bonnie Blue Flag,” 
• “Just Before the Battle, Mother” 
• “Goober Peas.”

• Listen again to the songs, encouraging students to sing.
• Allow students to choose a song they find interesting. 
• Use the theme of the song to create 
• Design an illustration for a sheet music cover.
• Write a song about a feeling, or happening from the era or about school life, etc.
• Write a short story about what one of the Civil War songs describes:

• “Write a Letter to My Mother” 
• “Tenting Tonight on the Old Campground.”

Summarizing:

• Students will be assessed for class participation
• Students will be assessed on their album cover
• Students will be assessed on their song or interpretation of a song.
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Background Information for Civil War Songs
The story of the Civil War can be told entirely                    

through the music of the time. Both sides sang                             
songs about every aspect of the conflict. Music

has long been important in the lives of all people.
The Civil War soldiers and civilians were not

exceptions. The average soldier had a lot of time
on his hands. A favorite pastime was singing.

Music gave soldiers a way to express their emotions
and experiences. They sang in camp and

on marches. There were songs for entertainment,
to lift morale, to give courage and to remind

them of their loved ones at home.
 The night before the Battle of Stones River, after

the bands had finished their usual evening serenade,
Federal bands struck up slowly and softly

“Home Sweet Home.” As the notes came through
the stillness of the night, soldiers of both sides
were wondering what tomorrow would bring:

each soldier wondering if he would be wounded,
or die, or if he would ever see home again. Then

a Confederate band joined, and then another,
until all the bands of each army were playing

“Home Sweet Home.” This continued for some
time until the bands one by one ceased playing
and the sweet music faded away into the night.
 Though the nation was bitterly divided, it was
during this period that a distinctive national

melodic style emerged. There was little difference
in the music of the North and South. Most
music was a mixture of foreign folk songs,

gospel tunes, minstrel songs and Black spirituals.
Identical melodies with different lyrics (parodies)

could be heard on both sides. Copyright
laws were different than they are today and

those that existed were often ignored once the
country divided.

 There was no way to record and store sound
during the Civil War. New songs were often

learned by purchasing sheet music and singing
it over and over again. Sheet music was as

popular as CDs and tapes are today. A typical
piece of sheet music in the 19 th century was

two, four, or six-page booklets. Illustrated front
covers were prevalent by mid century and the
back page often contained advertisements. A
song introduced by an attractive picture could
make the music all the more interesting to the
customer. Many times music was purchased

because it had a battle scene, General or beautiful
woman on its cover. 

 A process called lithography, which uses chemicals
and a block of limestone, was used to

produce the drawings. Similar to a rubber stamp,
a drawing was designed directly on the stone
in reverse image and then treated so that ink

only stuck to the image. Then it was “stamped”
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on the paper to produce the lithograph.
Song Lyrics

The Bonnie Blue Flag
Words: Harry Macarthy

Music: “The Irish Jaunting Car”

1. We are a band of brothers and native to the soil,
Fighting for our Liberty with treasure, blood and toil;

And when our rights were threaten’d the cry rose near and far,
Hurrah for the Bonnie Blue Flag that bears a Single Star!

Chorus:
Hurrah! Hurrah! For Southern rights hurrah!

Hurrah for the Bonnie Blue Flag that bears a Single Star.

2. As long as the Union was faithful to her trust,
Like friends and brethren kind were we, and just;

But now, when Northern treachery attempts our rights to mar,
We hoist on high the Bonnie Blue Flag that bears a single star.

Chorus

3. First gallant South Carolina nobly made the stand,
Then came Alabama and took her by the hand;
Next, quickly, Mississippi, Georgia and Florida,

All raised on high the Bonnie Blue Flag that bears a single star.
Chorus

4. Ye men of valor gather round the banner of the right,
Texas and fair Louisiana join us in the fight;

With Davis, our loved President, and Stephens, statesmen rare
We’ll rally round the Bonnie Blue Flag that bears a single star.

Chorus

5. And here’s to brave Virginia, the Old Dominion State,
With the young Confederacy at length has linked her faith;

Impelled by her example, now other States prepare
To hoist on high the Bonnie Blue Flag that bears a single star.

Chorus

6. Then cheer, boys, cheer, raise up a glorious shout
For Arkansas and North Carolina now have both gone out,

And let another rousing cheer for Tennessee be given,
The single star of the Bonnie Blue Flag has grown to be eleven.

Chorus

7. Then here’s to our Confederacy, strong we are and brave,
Like patriots of old we’ll fight, our heritage to save;

And rather than submit to shame, to die we would prefer,
So cheer for the Bonnie Blue Flag that bears a single star.

Chorus
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Song Lyrics

Battle Cry of Freedom (Rallying Song)
Words and Music: George Fredrick Root

1. Yes we’ll rally ‘round the flag, boys, rally once again,
Shouting the battle cry of Freedom,

We will rally from the hillside, we’ll gather from the plain,
Shouting the battle cry of Freedom.

Chorus:
The Union forever, Hurrah, boys, Hurrah!

Down with the traitor up with the star;
While we rally round the flag, boys, rally once again

Shouting the battle cry of Freedom.

2. We are springing to the call of our brothers gone before,
Shouting the battle cry of Freedom,

And we’ll fill the vacant ranks with a million Free men more,
Shouting the battle cry of Freedom.

Chorus.

3. We will welcome to our numbers the loyal, true and brave,
Shouting the battle cry of Freedom,

And although he may be poor he shall never be a slave,
Shouting the battle cry of Freedom.

Chorus.

4. So we’re springing to the call from the East and from the West,
Shouting the battle cry of Freedom,

And we’ll hurl the rebel crew from the land we love the best,
Shouting the battle cry of Freedom.

Chorus.
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Song Lyrics

Just Before the Battle, Mother
Words and Music: George Fredrick Root

1. Just before the battle, Mother, I am thinking most of you,
While upon the field we’re watching with the enemy in view,

Comrades brave are round me lying fill’d with tho’ts of home and God;
For well they know that on the morrow some will sleep beneath the sod.

Chorus:
Farewell, Mother, you may never

Press me to your heart again;
But O, you’ll not forget me Mother

If I’m number’d with the slain.

2. Oh, I long to see you, Mother and the loving ones at home,
But I’ll never leave our banner till in honor I can come.

Tell the traitors, all around you that their cruel words, we know,
In ev’ry battle kill our soldiers by the help they give the foe.

Chorus.

3. Hark! I hear the bugles sounding, ‘tis the signal for the fight,
Now may God protect us, Mother as He ever does the right.

Hear the “Battle Cry of Freedom.” How it swells upon the air,
Oh, yes we’ll rally round the standard or we’ll perish nobly there.

Chorus.
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Song Lyrics

Home! Sweet Home!
Words: John Howard Payne

Music: Sir Henry Bishop

1. ‘Mid pleasures and Palaces though we may roam,
Be it ever so humble there’s no place like home!

A charm from the skies seems to hallow us there,
Which seek through the world, is ne’er met with elsewhere.

Home! Home, sweet sweet Home!
There’s no place like Home! There’s no place like Home!

2. An Exile from Home, Splendour dazzles in vain!
Oh! Give me my lowly thatch’d Cottage again!
The Birds singing gaily that came at my call,

Give me them with the peace of mind dearer than all!
Home! Home, sweet sweet Home!

There’s no place like Home! There’s no place like Home!

3. To thee, I’ll return overburdened with care,
The heart’s dearest solace will smile on me there.

No more from that cottage again will I roam,
Be it ever so humble, there’s no place like home.

Home! Home, sweet sweet Home!
There’s no place like Home! There’s no place like Home!
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Song Lyrics

Battle Cry of Freedom (Southern Version)

1. Our flag is proudly floating on the land and on the main,
Shout, shout, the battle cry of Freedom;

Beneath it oft we’ve conquered and will conquer oft again,
Shout, shout, the battle cry of Freedom.

Chorus:
Our Dixie forever, she’s never at a loss

Down with the eagle and up with the cross.
We’ll rally ‘round the bonny flag, we’ll rally once again

Shout, shout the battle cry of Freedom.

2. Our gallant boys have marched to the rolling of the drums,
Shout, shout the battle cry of Freedom;

And the leaders in charge cry, “Come boys, come!”
Shout, shout the battle cry of Freedom.

Chorus.

3. They have laid down their lives on the bloody battle field,
Shout, shout the battle cry of Freedom;

Their motto is resistance—“To tyrants we’ll not yield!”
Shout, shout the battle cry of Freedom.

Chorus.

4. While our boys have responded and to the field have gone,
Shout, shout the battle cry of Freedom;

Our noble women also have aided them at home.
Shout, shout the battle cry of Freedom.

Chorus.
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Song Lyrics

Goober Peas
Words: P.Pindar, Esq.

Music: P. Nutt, Esq

1. Sitting by the roadside on a summer day
Chatting with my messmates passing time away,

Lying in the shadow underneath the trees,
Goodness, how delicious, eating goober peas!

Chorus:
Peas! Peas! Peas! Peas!

Eating goober peas!
Goodness, how delicious,

Eating goober peas!

2. When a horseman passes the soldiers have a rule,
To cry out at their loudest, “Mister, here’s your mule,”

But another pleasure enchantinger than these,
Is wearing out your Grinders, eating goober peas!

Chorus.

3. Just before the battle the Gen’ral hears a row,
He says, “The Yanks are coming, I hear their rifles now.”

He turns around in wonder and what do you think he sees?
The Georgia Militia eating goober peas!

Chorus.

4. I think my song has lasted almost long enough,
The subject’s interesting but rhymes are mighty rough,
I wish the war was over when free from rags and fleas,

We’d kiss our wives and sweethearts and gobble goober peas!
Chorus.
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