
University Degrees and Programs
Degrees awarded (2016-17). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2,821
Doctoral degrees . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 111
Master’s degrees . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,110
Bachelor’s degrees. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,600
Certificates. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2
Post-baccalaureate and Post-master’s certificates. .  . 37
Accreditation
Institutional: Western Association of Schools and  
	 Colleges Senior College and University  
	 Commission (WSCUC)
Specialized: 13 professional/specialized accreditations

Library Resources
APU’s three libraries contain 461,591 books and 
media items, 154,251 ebooks, 44,462 electronic 
journals, 1,642 print periodicals, 119 databases,  
and 703,979 microforms.

Faculty
APU professors serve as expert resources, coming 
alongside students’ academic endeavors while  
pursuing their own professional development and  

Azusa Pacific University 2017-18 Fact Sheet
Mission
Azusa Pacific University is an evangelical Christian community of disciples and scholars who seek to advance  
the work of God in the world through academic excellence in liberal arts and professional programs of higher 
education that encourage students to develop a Christian perspective of truth and life.

University History
What began in 1899 as the Training School for Christian Workers has grown into a comprehensive Christian  
university offering 80 bachelor’s degrees, 51 master’s degrees, 25 certificates, 12 credentials, 8 doctoral 
programs, and 2 associate’s degrees to a total enrollment of 9,926 students. Today, under the leadership of 
President Jon R. Wallace, DBA, Azusa Pacific remains a vibrant faith and learning community, holding fast to its 
God First motto and preparing Christian disciples and scholars to be difference makers who serve and influence 
the world for Christ through excellence in higher education.

General Information
Azusa Pacific University is located in the San Gabriel Valley city of Azusa, 26 miles northeast of Los Angeles.  
The university also maintains seven off-site regional locations throughout Southern California, including in the  
High Desert, Inland Empire, Los Angeles, Monrovia, Murrieta, Orange County, and San Diego.

lifelong learning. APU students benefit from small 
class sizes and personal interaction with faculty  
members who often take time to mentor students 
and host small study groups.

Total teaching faculty . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,511
Full time. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 485
Part time. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   25
Adjunct. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,001
Student-to-faculty ratio. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10:1
Percent with doctorate, first professional, 
     or other terminal degree (based on full-time
     teaching faculty. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   58%
Staff
Total staff . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,121  
Full time. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 987 
	 Part time. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 134

Students Fall 2017
Total students enrolled. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9,926
	 Men . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   31%
	 Women. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   69%

	 Traditional Undergraduate. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5,173
	 Graduate and Professional. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4,753
	 American Language and Culture Institute
	      students . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   22
	 Full-time students. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7,232
Undergraduate ethnic minority students. .  .  .  .  .  . 53%
Number of denominations represented. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 55
Number of states represented (including Guam,
  Puerto Rico, and the Armed Forces Pacific). .  .  .  . 50
Number of countries represented. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 57

Freshman Admission Profile
Number applied. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6,755
Number entering (first time, full time). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,099
Average high school GPA. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3.74
Average combined SAT score. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1145
Average SAT Math. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 559
National Average SAT Math . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 527
Average SAT Reading. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 548
National Average SAT Reading & Writing . .  .  .  .  .  . 533
Freshmen retention (fall 2016-17). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 83%

Financial Aid (2016-17)
Scholarships/grants
Federal. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $8,845,650
State . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $11,167,421
Other external scholarships/grants
	 administered by college . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $5,252,328
Institutional. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $67,224,579

Self Help
Student loans. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $35,327,792
Parent loans. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $14,985,351
Tuition waivers . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $4,318,108
Athletic awards. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $5,322,964
Percent of undergraduate students  
receiving any form of
	 Financial aid. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 96%
	 Institutional financial aid . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 90%
	 Need-based financial aid. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 72%
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Finances
Budget (2016-17). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $236,087,000
Endowment (2016-17). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $81,435,221
Full-time undergraduate
	 tuition (2017-18). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $36,926

*See apu.edu for graduate and professional program 
tuition costs.

2016-17: University Fund. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,966,608
2016-17: Total donations. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $8,404,352

Scholarship with Impact

Academic Reputation
U.S. News & World Report’s America’s  
Best Colleges 2018 edition named 
Azusa Pacific to its national universities 
list in a five-way tie for No. 187, as 

well as to several other significant lists, including: 
Highest Freshman Retention Rate, Highest Proportion 
of Classes with Fewer than 20 Students, Most  
Campus Ethnic Diversity, and Economic Diversity. 
Forbes’ annual ranking, which distinguishes the top 
20 percent of all U.S. undergraduate institutions, 
placed Azusa Pacific University at 357 out of 650 
this year. The Princeton Review designated APU as 
1 of 124 institutions in the “Best Western Colleges” 
section of its 2018 Best Colleges guide. For the sixth 
consecutive year, APU was named a Military Friendly 
School by G.I. Jobs magazine, while Military Times 
included APU on its Best For Vets: Colleges 2018  
list, affirming the university’s commitment to its  
500 veteran and active-duty military students and 
their families.

Grant Highlights
TRiO, an extension of Azusa Pacific’s 
Undergraduate Academic Success 
Center, secured a five-year,  
$1.3 million Upward Bound grant 

from the U.S. Department of Education that will  
provide opportunities for first-generation and  
low-income Azusa High School students to excel  
in their higher education pursuits. The program  
provides the necessary resources and activities  
to ensure grade-level competency and ability to  
pass state-mandated exams, including academic  
instruction, counseling, mentoring, field trips, and  
parent workshops for 60 students each year. The 
Hugh & Hazel Darling Foundation awarded APU a 
$750,000 grant to support the establishment of a 
Center for Public Affairs. Located in the heart of  
the state capital, the Sacramento center will provide 
APU students exploring a call to public service  
with an unprecedented opportunity to complete 
coursework in public policy while participating in  
an internship at a legislative, executive, or judicial 
office or other government agency.

APU Creates Pathways  
to College with Local  
School Districts
Azusa Pacific launched partnerships  
with 15 local school districts  

comprising more than 25 high schools, creating 
an additional pathway for students to attend APU. 
The agreement guarantees admission and provides 
renewable $10,000 scholarships, an application  
fee waiver, and support with the application process 
to qualified graduates. The list of participating school 
districts continues to grow and includes Arcadia,  

Azusa, Bonita, Chaffey Joint High School District, 
Charter Oak, Chino Valley, Claremont, Covina-Valley, 
Duarte, Glendora, Monrovia, Rowland, Temple City, 
Upland, and West Covina.

Economic Study Finds  
APU Boosts Economy 
A new independent economic impact 
study found that Azusa Pacific  
University contributes significantly  

to its neighbors in the city of Azusa, the surrounding 
San Gabriel Valley, the Southern California region, and 
throughout the state, directly enhancing the quality of  
life for thousands of people. Commissioned by the  
Council for Christian Colleges & Universities in partnership 
with America’s Christian Credit Union, the report indicates 
that APU contributes $1.25 billion in total economic  
output, supporting 2,391 jobs and $202.6 million in 
earnings in the California economy each year.

Making a Difference

As Scholars
The Carnegie designation as a 
doctoral research institution marked 
APU’s entrance into the nation’s most 
prestigious academic community, 

differentiated by continued focus on teaching and  
developing research inspired by the needs of the world 
and informed by faith. Faculty contributions to their 
respective fields add to APU’s expanding academic 
reputation. Among APU’s notable accomplishments, 
Catherine Heinlein, Ed.D., RN, PHN, RD, CDE,  
associate professor in Azusa Pacific University’s School 
of Nursing and associate director of the Neighborhood  
Wellness Center in Azusa (NWC), received a prestigious  
Fulbright Scholar Award for the 2017-18 school year, 
bringing the total number of recipients to 12 faculty 
and 35 students since 2003, and positioning APU 
faculty and students among the world’s elite scholars 
seeking global engagement and understanding from  
a Christian perspective.

Through Athletics
More than 450 student-athletes 
compete for the university’s 19-sport 
intercollegiate athletics program. APU 
produced 18 All-Americans and 173 

Academic All-Conference selections in the 2016-17 
school year, which was APU’s third year of National 
Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) Division II 
active membership. A past eight-time winner of the 
National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics’  
prestigious Directors’ Cup, APU has finished 17th 
in two of its first three years in the NCAA Division II 
Directors’ Cup standings. Many Cougar athletes have 
also gone on to successful careers in professional 
sports: 14 athletes have competed in the Olympics, 
including 2008 decathlon gold medalist Bryan Clay ’03, 
and 50 other alumni have been drafted into other  
professional sports, including Christian Okoye ’87, 
former Kansas City Chiefs running back; Stephen 
Vogt ’07, Milwaukee Brewers catcher; Kirk  
Nieuwenhuis ’08, Milwaukee Brewers outfielder; and 
Terrell Watson ’15, New York Giants running back.

In Service
Since the university’s founding in 
1899, service has been an integral 
part of an APU education. The  
Center for Student Action mobilizes 

and educates students toward responsible and  

transformational service locally and globally through  
a collaborative network of offices and programs, 
including outreach in 20 countries. As 1 of 240  
institutions classified as a Carnegie Community 
Engaged campus, APU reaffirms its institutional 
commitment to deepen the practice of service and 
strengthen its connection to the community. For  
the eighth consecutive year, Azusa Pacific has  
been named to the President’s Higher Education 
Community Service Honor Roll for exemplary  
leadership in civic engagement, service-learning,  
and building community partnerships. APU  
undergraduates perform more than 165,000 hours  
of service each year locally and globally.

By Example
Tiffany (Porter ’06) Moore, 
believing that every student deserves 
a high-quality, college preparatory 
education, stepped up to lead the 
KIPP Scholar Academy, a tuition-free 

public charter middle school in South Los Angeles 
serving 400 low-income students. Her daily work on 
that thriving campus embodies the Four Cornerstones 
of her alma mater—Christ, Scholarship, Community, 
and Service—and makes her the ideal recipient of 
Azusa Pacific University’s 2017 Distinguished Alumna 
of the Year Award. View her story at apu.edu/stories/.

Leo Jimenez Chavez, M.S. ’17, a 
graduate of APU’s new Master of 
Science in Research Psychology and 
Data Analysis program, was awarded 
the prestigious National Science 

Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship (NSF GRF). 
As part of the application process, he submitted  
a proposal on his research project using virtual reality 
to test whether natural work environments lower 
stress levels and increase creativity. The $114,000 
grant will fully fund his neuroscience studies for the 
next three years at UC Santa Barbara. He plans to 
become a research scientist and an educator.

Steven Schmidt ’17, a commercial 
music major, collaborated with a 
friend to develop a musical, Mad 
World, based on the life of Charles 
Dodgson, known by his pen name, 

Lewis Carroll, author of Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland. The USC Libraries Wonderland Award 
recognized Mad World with its first Charles Dodgson 
Award. The award included a $10,000 prize and 
valuable connections to the Lewis Carroll Societies in 
the U.S. and the U.K. The musical will debut at 
professional competitions nationwide.

Stay Connected 
Follow APU at apu.edu/connect/.

View Programs 
Explore APU’s rigorous and relevant degree  
programs at apu.edu/programs/.

Give 
To support the APU mission, go to  
apu.edu/advancement/give/.
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