Dear Patient,

Over the course of your recent visits, I have frequently stated my objection to proceeding with your crowns and bridges without first treating your underlying periodontal disease. I provided you with written information about periodontal disease and have also spent time discussing your condition with you. Nonetheless, you have made it clear that you do not wish to have any periodontal therapy performed prior to your bridgework.

Although it is your right to reject my recommendation, I believe the treatment sequence you desire does not meet accepted dental practice. Based on your choice not to proceed as recommended, I must discontinue my dentist-patient relationship with you. Please consider this letter as a formal notice of this decision.

I will be available to treat any emergency you may have for the next 30 days, provided that you call my office to schedule an appointment.

You must seek the regular care of another dentist as soon as possible. You can find information regarding area dentists in the telephone directory, online or by contacting the local dental society association referral service. You should choose either a general dentist who can provide periodontal therapy, or a dentist who specializes in periodontal therapy, called a periodontist, to treat your periodontal disease. Failure to seek examination and care could result in a serious worsening of your periodontal condition, or in further decay of your teeth.

Advanced decay could result in the need for root canal therapy or tooth removal. Once you have completed your periodontal therapy, your upper teeth must be restored and replaced. Either a general dentist or a specialist in crowns and bridges, called a prosthodontist, can provide this treatment.

I will send a copy of your dental record and X-rays to you or your new dentist if you will send a

signed, written request to that effect. Two days’ notice is needed before I can send the

records, but I will be pleased to speak with your new dentist by telephone at any time.

Sincerely,

Dr. Dentist

cc: Patient File 
