Biography/Autobiography/Memoir Book Talk Outline
First Quarter Independent Reading Project
DATE BOOK SELECTION DUE IN CLASS: Monday, September 14

PRESENTATIONS: Monday, October 19 and Wednesday, October 21
END OF FIRST QUARTER: Friday, October 23

· 10 minute “book talk” presentation

· Nine required elements (“talking points”) 
· Focus on ANALYSIS of MEANING rather than facts
APPLICABLE STANDARDS:

Reading Standard 3.5

C. Evaluate the philosophical, political, religious, ethical and social influences of the historical period that shaped the (subject’s life). 

Listening and Speaking Standard 2.3

Deliver oral response to literature:

a. Demonstrate…understanding of the significant ideas…

b. Analyze imagery, language, themes…

c. Support important ideas and viewpoints through…references to the text.

PART 1: THE FOLLOWING SIX ELEMENTS ARE REQUIRED TO BE INCLUDED IN YOUR BOOK TALK: 
1. Title of book, author’s name and date of publication. 
2. Who was the subject or topic of this book? Why did you choose to read about him/her? What interested you about him/her? Be specific. (Refer to the subject by his/her last name.)
3. Is the book biography/autobiography or memoir? 
· If it is biography, why did the biographer write about this person? 

· If it is autobiography, why did this person write it when he/she did?

· If it is memoir, what part of the subject’s life/career does it cover? 
4. Personal Information about the subject of the book:

· Birth date and birthplace 

· Family life 

· Education 

· Occupation(s) 

· Death date and location (if applicable)

5. What did the person accomplish that makes him/her memorable? What contribution(s) did he/she make to society?
6. How did the historical time period and place this person lived affect the character's life?

PART 2: SELECT ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

7. Select two passages from the book (1-3 paragraphs) that touch on two different significant events/experiences from the subject’s life. Read the passages to the class and discuss why each of these events/experiences were important to his/her development as a human being and/or influential public figure.
OR
Select two important quotations said by the subject of the book (not the author if it’s a biography). Read the quotes to the class and explain the significance of each quote in relation to his/her development as a human being and/or influential public figure.

PART 3: SELECT TWO OF THE FOLLOWING (For each read a short excerpt from the book): 

8. Who was one important person in this person's life? Why?    OR

What did you learn about this person that most surprised you? Why?
9. Identify a serious conflict the subject of your book faced. How did he/she resolve this conflict?  OR
What experiences or lessons from this person's life could a reader apply to his or her own life? Explain.
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