
St Thomas’ Parents’ Forum Meeting Minutes

Date: 17th January 2012
Location:  Community Room @ 1.45pm


Parents Attending:

Nicola Williams (YrR, 2), Rachel Fleming (Yr4), Rozanna Day (Yr3, 5), Lee Anne Fossett (Yr6)

Sue Graz (Yr5), Maria Mc Loughlin (Yr R), Siobhan Biswas (Yr R, 2) Louisa Strangroome (YrR 2,) 
Governors/School Management Team

Germaine Campbell, Chair of Governing Body (GC)
Mary Laureman, Foundation Governor (ML)
Madeleine Busvine, Foundation Governor (ML)

Liz Baldock, Head teacher (EB) 
Fiona Newton, Senior Management Team (FN)
Minutes and Matters Arising: 

1. Swimming Hats – Mrs Fossett had looked into sourcing hats in house colours.  Mrs Fossett reported back that she had found a source but they were costing £5.00 each and the school would have to buy 100 of each colour.  This would cause an issue due to lack of storage.  
2. Cashless Payment System – Mrs Power has done a lot of research into the various systems in the market and is now working with our Finance Governor and Mrs Kelly to look at how the system will integrate with the school fund and KCC accounting system. 

3. JuJitsu – the query regarding the monthly payments has been rectified and Mr Manning will investigate why year R children are not currently allowed to join the class.  



1. First Agenda Item – Behaviour Policy 
Discussion Points:

The school’s Behaviour Policy has recently been reviewed and refined. FN took parents through the policy and explained the different methods of dealing with unacceptable behaviour across the two key stages. The main focus for the policy is one of forgiveness so as children can make mistakes in school and know that they will be forgiven.  The updated policy has been shared with school council.  

 There was a general discussion about Circle time – a method of discussion used in classrooms that encourages children to talk about matters that concern the class.  This is sometimes used to resolve friendship issues.  In addition, the school uses the Social Emotional Aspects of Learning (S.E.A.L) resources for PSHE and this programme is extremely effective for dealing with behavioural issues. 
Action / Response  

1. The policy document will be posted on the Website in the school policies section.  
2. Class reps present were asked to let parents in their classes know that the policy is now available on line.   


2. Second Agenda Item – Holiday and Absence 
Discussion Points:

Each year the school is set an attendance target by the Government.  We are monitored by the Education Welfare officer on a termly basis.  Our attendance target for this year is 3.9% 

The Government has set very strict criteria detailing when holidays can be taken during term time.  If the request meets the criteria the school is able to authorize up to 10 days in each academic year.   An attendance of less than 85% will trigger an investigation by Education Welfare Officer.  In recent years, there has been a rise in parents tacking on a few days either side of the school holidays.   EB stated that these days being tacked on to holidays add up to significant loss of educational time for children and this is known to affect academic achievement.
Action / Response  

1. Parent representatives are asked to raise awareness with the parents in their class.  
2. A Schools comm will be sent out with information about absences to all parents. 


3. Third Agenda Item – School Integrated Development plan 2011-2013 
Discussion Points:

GC explained how the SIDP was put together and detailed a few of the areas that the school was working on this year.  These included
1. To improve authorized absence figures to below 4%

2. To improve pupils listening skills

3. To improve attitude of pupils towards all people within school 

4. To Revisit Building Learning Power practice across the whole school

5. To maintain L5 performance in English overall at the end of KS2

6. To raise the % of L5 performance in Maths 

 Action / Response  
1. Parents asked if a copy of the plan could be put online.  It was felt that this was quite a complex document and that a summary of key points would be more parent friendly. This will be compiled and put on the website.   

4. Fourth Agenda Item – Parents’ Survey  

Discussion Points:

A survey has been compiled and issued to parents. Results will feed into next years SIDP. Results will be collated and a response will be issued by the Governing Body and Senior Management Team. 
 Action / Response  
1. Parent Reps to encourage all class parents to fill this in and return to the school.


5. Fifth Agenda Item – Food for Life 

Discussion Points:

We are delighted to report that Mrs Perry, and her catering team have been awarded the Food for Life Bronze award. We would like to thank her for giving her time to collect the evidence for this. 
http://www.foodforlife.org.uk/Awardsforschools/Criteriaandguidance/Bronzeaward.aspx
In addition the school garden helped Sevenoaks to get an award in the South East in Bloom. 
Parents’ Agenda Points 

1. First Agenda Item – PE in the Curriculum (Year 2)
Discussion Points:

Can you outline what 5 hours of PE is covered in the current curriculum?

As parents have a good outline of the education points and direction each year group is taking, can we at the same time have an outline of the sports being undertaken each term within the curriculum hours.  

 Action / Response  
1. EB explained that there is no statutory time allocation for PE within the primary curriculum. In fact the only statutory sport detailed is swimming in KS2.  Good Practice suggests 2 hours per week.  As a school we timetable two PE sessions one of which will be swimming when it is the turn of the class. In order to achieve the 2 hours we also do Balance Education and Movement (BEAM) exercises in class. We have been awarded the Activemark (DfE Accreditation) and to secure this had to show that we offer 2 hours of activity each week.  The details of what the classes will be covering each term in PE is already detailed in the class letters issued at the beginning each term. 


2. Second Agenda Item – School  Lunches (Year 6,4)

Discussion Points:

On 16th September 2011, Friday Abstinence was reintroduced and as such the school now only offers fish or vegetarian option to our children on Fridays.  A request has come in from a parent asking whether it is possible to arrange to pay for 4 days a week school meals and to send a packed lunch on Fridays as the children are not keen on fish.  Having looked at this in detail from both a catering and finance point of view, unfortunately it is not something that the school can accommodate at present.   In theory for one parent to do this would not be a problem, however if we offered this option to one family we would have to offer this option to all family.  Given that we currently cater for 150 children, it would be problematic both for accounts processing and catering budgeting and planning to introduce this system. 
In addition there was a query about portion sizes, children on first sitting cannot have “seconds” however children on 2nd sitting can.   Mrs Perry has indicated that she usually know the good eaters but that if any child,  who comes to first sitting, feels their portion is not large enough, they  should ask for more at the time.  

Action / Response  
1. Parent reps to advise class parents that children who wanted bigger portions in the 1st sitting should ask Mrs Perry at the time. 



3. Second Agenda Item – School  Lunches (Year 6,4)

Discussion Points:

A parent had asked whether the infants could have a smaller PE bag as they often dragged on the ground and caused tripping.  Mrs Fossett pointed that the new style bag had two drawstrings and could be worn as a back pack. 
Action / Response  
1. Parents’ consensus was that the bag usually last all the way through to Year 6 and so they were reluctant to introduce another cost. 
4.
Fourth Agenda Item – Homework (Year 4)

Discussion Points:

1. Parent rep had raised the point of homework.  Feedback from some year 7 parents had indicated that the homework at secondary schools was very challenging in terms of quantity and that many children were struggling.   It was suggested that the homework in year 6 should be increased to get children “used” to the regime which follows. 
Action / Response  
1. Several Year 7 parents present disagreed entirely with this suggestion and felt that whilst there had been appropriate homework in year 6, it was the last year at primary school and that children should be allowed to have the time to indulge in after school activities as these are often stopped once secondary school starts. 
EB explained that homework should provide a bridge between one lesson on the next. It should reinforce learning and not be homework for homework’s sake. The teachers already work in excess of 65 hours per week during term time and therefore homework also has to be manageable in terms of marking.  


Minutes prepared by:  Germaine Campbell
Minutes Approved: 

