Writing Tasks - Descriptive Essays 5 – Creating an Atmosphere
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Descriptive Essay 5
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Rooms -Creating An Atmosphere

[image: image2.wmf]Before you start, read the ‘How To Write Descriptive Essays' sheets.

Read the passage below. Some words have been missed out where the gaps are. Think about the atmosphere the writer is trying to create. Fill in the gaps with appropriate describing words.

[image: image3.wmf][image: image4.wmf]
The Waiting Room

The waiting room was a dismal place. The fireplace stood _________ offering no welcome. A row of ____________ chairs lined the __________ walls.

One ____________ lamp tried unsuccessfully to add some brightness to the __________ atmosphere. A _______ table in the centre of a ___________ carpet offered a __________ pile of _______________

magazines. 

A mother with her _________ son sat in the corner, listening to the __________ticking of the clock, which hung over the doorway.

Create an atmosphere, using any of these rooms:

· A prison cell

· A cabin on a ship

· A busy bar in a pub

· A deserted cellar

· A hotel bedroom in Venice (or anywhere exotic)

The atmosphere can be lively, threatening, exciting, relaxing or anything you choose.  You can describe a room you know well or invent an imaginary one. Remember to use descriptive words to show your reader rather than tell them what the atmosphere is like.



Brainstorm your ideas, using a spider diagram. Use the brainstorm as a guide to writing your essay. Remember, you don’t have to use all the ideas in the brainstorm.

If it helps, make a plan from your brainstorm.

Plan

1
Introduction

2


3


4


5



6


7
Conclusion

You may use more or fewer points than these if you wish.

Ask yourself:

· Does this plan make sense?

· Will it flow?

Write the first draft of your essay.

Check it for:

· sense and meaning: does it say what you want it to say?

· anything you want to add to it?

· spelling

· punctuation

· describing words

Underline anything you are not sure of. Put it right if you can and discuss your work with a tutor.

Rewrite, or type, your edited essay.

Discuss your work with a tutor and decide what you need to work on next.
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