What Are Double-Entry Journals?

How Are They Implemented in the Classroom?

The double-entry journal is a writing-to-learn strategy that can be used in every academic discipline. The strategy is easy to implement but should be used frequently to be effective. Students keep an ongoing record in a notebook or loose-leaf binder of learning as it occurs. Students write in their own language about what they are learning. For teachers and students, entries influence learning by revealing problems, questions, connections, and concerns. Although it is a strategy most commonly found in language arts, social studies, science, reading, and math, students in elective classes such as “Family and Consumer Science,” “Shop,” and art can benefit as well. Double-entry journals serve a variety of purposes. Students record their thoughts and feelings or reactions to text excerpts or features, teacher- provided prompts, and/or to their own questions and areas of interest relating to the text.

To create a two-column format for the double-entry journal, have students divide sheets of paper in half, length-wise. For younger writers who may need more room to write their entries, it may be easier to use the entire left-hand page of a notebook as the Source/Prompt column and the right- hand page as the Response column. In the left column of the double-entry journal, students may be prompted to select words, short quotations, or other passages from or features of the text that interest them or that elicit a strong response. They record the word, quotation or brief passage, either verbatim or in paraphrased form. In the right-hand column, students record their reactions, interpretations, or other responses to the text segments/features they have selected.

How does the double-entry journal help students? Some examples:

· To react to a writer’s main idea, topic development, argument, etc.

· To keep track of their learning during question and answer sessions

· To look at specific lines and passages for clarity of meaning 
· To interpret a line of poetry or to decide how they feel about a character (words, actions, etc.)
· To explore a topic or idea. (By being asked to explain what specific words or phrases mean, students will be able to reference reasons and evidence to support their views, their understandings.)
A Sample Double-Entry Journal
Text Source: “Scientists Fear Spread of Exotic Snakes”

	On The Left:  The Source
	On The Right:  The Response

	Direct Quote and Page Number
	Sample Responses

	“Scientists fear that Burmese pythons, already known to be breeding in South Florida, could spread through much of the southern United States” (UPI 151).


	Questions

How did these snakes end up in the wild in Florida?

	“ The snakes weigh up to 250 pounds and slither at a rate of 20 miles per month” (UPI 151).

“If pet pythons were introduced into the wild in California by irresponsible pet owners, as happened in Florida, they could become established her even faster, without need of a cross country journey” (UPI 151).

“So the absence of major predators outside of Florida could help the snakes on their journey west” (UPI 151).


	Summary

The Burmese pythons have the potential to spread through the southern part of the United States very rapidly.  The snakes have the ability to move many miles from their breeding ground, and since they do not have any major predators the number of snakes will quickly increase.  

	“In Florida, they eat bobcats, deer, alligators, raccoons, cats, rats, rabbits, muskrats, possum, mice, ducks, egrets, herons and song birds” (UPI 151).


	Reflections

If the Burmese pythons spread they may wipe out other populations of animals in some areas.
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The Double-Entry Journal:  A Myriad of Options!
	On The Left:  The Source
	On The Right:  The Response

	Notes from the text


	Summaries/Comments

Drawings/Images

	Observations


	Interpretations

	Headings/Subheadings


	Questions

	Facts


	Questions, Quick Responses

	Key words or phrases


	Observations/Questions

Definitions

	Concepts & Ideas


	Explanations/Questions

	Author’s Predictions (based upon a text portion, excerpt)


	Reflections

	Facts, details, statements


	My Predictions/Questions


