DIALECTICAL JOURNAL ENTRIES

The "“dialectic” was the method Socrates used to teach his students how to be

actively engaged in the struggle to derive meaning from an unfamiliar and

challenging work. In a dialectical journal, students divide their paper into two

columns. One column is labeled TEXT; the other RESPONSE. The term “Dialectic”
means “the art or practice of arriving at the truth by using conversation involving
question and answer.” Think of your dialectical journal as a series of conversations

with the text.

PROCEDURE: YOU MAY HANDWRITE OR TYPE YOUR ENTRIES.

o Asyouread, choose phrases, sentences, and/or paragraphs that stand out
to you and record them in the left-hand column of a T-chart (ALWAYS

include page numbers).

o Inthe right column, write your response to the text (ideas/insights, questions,
reflections, and comments on each passage)

o If you choose, you can label your responses using the following codes:
o (Q) Question — ask about something in the passage that is unclear
o (C) Connect —make a connection to your life, the world, or something you knew or

perhaps saw on TV.

o (P) Predict — anticipate what will it be about based on the title and the pictures.

o (CL) Clarify — answer earlier questions or confirm/disaffirm a prediction. Write down
words you don't understand or questions you have about what you read.

o (R) Reflect —think deeply about what you just read. What conclusions can you

draw about the world, about human nature, or just the way things work?
o (E) Evaluate - make a judgment about what you just read.

SAMPLE: Dialectical Journal Entry

TITLE OF READING: The Moral Basis of Vegetowionism

WRITER: Mohandas Gandhi

DATE OF RESPONSE: April 15, 2010

TEXT RESPONSE CODE
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