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	MODULE TITLE
	Major Research Project Proposal 

	CREDIT VALUE
	30

	MODULE CODE
	PSYD051
	MODULE CONVENOR
	Dr Janet Smithson

	

	DURATION
	TERM
	1
	2
	3
	Number Students Taking Module (anticipated)
	16

	
	WEEKS
	1-12
	
	
	
	


	DESCRIPTION – summary of the module content (100 words)

	This module allows you to develop your doctoral level research skills by undertaking the research design and development of a doctoral level, major research proposal.  It is intended that this proposal will generally underpin your doctoral level major research project.

	MODULE AIMS – intentions of the module

	The aim of this module is to provide students with the skills necessary to design and develop a major piece of novel clinical research.



	INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES (ILOs) (see assessment section below for how ILOs will be assessed)
On successful completion of this module you should be able to:

	Module Specific Skills and Knowledge:

	1
	Conceptualise and design clinical research that is relevant to the needs of patients, providers and commissioners of health services

	2
	Apply research to solve complex problems in clinical practice.

	Discipline Specific Skills and Knowledge:

	3
	Evidence great depth and systematic understanding of a substantial body of knowledge in clinical research practice, and produce peer reviewed standard publication quality clinical research;

	4
	Synthesise new approaches to contribute to the development of methodology and understanding in clinical research practice.

	Personal and Key Transferable/ Employment Skills and  Knowledge:

	5
	Analyse and manage the implications of ethical dilemmas and work proactively with others to formulate solutions;

	6
	Function independently and self-critically as a learner, using a wide range of learning resources.


	SYLLABUS PLAN – summary of the structure and academic content of the module

	Week 1:
Introduction to major research project

Week 2 – 20:
Individual and group tutorials to support project design and development.



	LEARNING AND TEACHING



	LEARNING ACTIVITIES AND TEACHING METHODS (given in hours of study time)

	Scheduled Learning & Teaching activities 
	40
	Guided independent study 
	260
	Placement/study abroad
	See notes for guidance 

	

	DETAILS OF LEARNING ACTIVITIES AND TEACHING METHODS

	Category 
	Hours of study time 
	Description 

	Scheduled Learning & Teaching activities
	20 hours
	Lectures, workshops and group tutorials

	Scheduled Learning & Teaching activities
	20 hours
	Supervision and individual tutorials 

	Guided independent study
	260 hours 
	Project data collection and writing up

	
	
	

	ASSESSMENT



	FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT - for feedback and development purposes; does not count towards module grade

	Form of Assessment
	Size of the assessment  e.g. duration/length
	ILOs assessed
	Feedback method

	Project proposal presentation
	10min + 10min questions
	1-6
	Verbal

	PBL group critiquing proposals
	3 hour
	2-6
	Verbal

	
	
	
	

	SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT (% of credit)

	Coursework
	100%
	Written exams
	0
	Practical exams
	0

	

	DETAILS OF SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT

	Form of Assessment

	% of credit
	Size of the assessment  e.g. duration/length
	ILOs assessed 
	Feedback method

	Project proposal
	
	3000 words
	1-6
	Written

	Literature review
	
	3000 words
	1-4
	Written

	
	
	
	
	

	DETAILS OF RE-ASSESSMENT (where required by referral or deferral)

	Original form of assessment
	Form of re-assessment 
	ILOs re-assessed
	Time scale for re-assessment

	Project proposal
	Project proposal
	1-6
	3-6 weeks

	Literature review
	Literature review
	1-4
	3-6 weeks

	RE-ASSESSMENT NOTES 
A tutorial with your supervisor is advised to discuss your re-assessment requirements prior to submitting the revised proposal.  



	RESOURCES


	INDICATIVE LEARNING RESOURCES - The following list is offered as an indication of the type & level of information that you are expected to consult. Further guidance will be provided by the Module Convener.

	Basic reading:

Altman, D. (1991) Practical statistics for medical research. London: Chapman and Hall

American Psychological Association. (2001) Publication manual (5th ed). Washington DC: American Psychological Association.

Barlow, D. H., Hayes, S. C. and Nelson, R. O. (1984) The scientist-practitioner: Research and accountability in clinical and educational settings. Oxford: Pergamon.

*Kazdin, A. E. (ed.) (2003) Methodological issues and strategies in clinical research. (3rd ed). Washington, DC: American Psychological Association.

Morgan, D. L. and Krueger, R. A. (1998) Focus group kit. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Murphy, E, Dingwall, R, Greatbach, D, Parker, S. and Watson, P. (1998) Qualitative research methods in health technology assessment: a review of the literature. Health Technology Assessment, 2(16): 1-274.

Robson, C. (2002) Real world research: A resource for social scientists and practitioner researchers (2nd ed). Oxford: Blackwell.

Stringer, E. (1993) Action research: A handbook for practitioners. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

#  Core text.

*  Highly recommended.

Other resources:

ELE – 
Web based and electronic resources: 

Other resources: Research methods presentations and tutorials. NHS Ethics, e-Learning resources.

	CREDIT VALUE
	30
	ECTS VALUE
	15

	PRE-REQUISITE MODULES
	PSY050

	CO-REQUISITE MODULES
	None

	NQF LEVEL (FHEQ)
	8
	AVAILABLE AS DISTANCE LEARNING
	YES / NO

	ORIGIN DATE
	13/03/2013
	LAST REVISION DATE
	13/03/2013

	KEY WORDS SEARCH
	Research Proposal
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