9th Research Proposal Assignment and Outline

You will create a research proposal introducing the issue you will be exploring throughout your research project.  Your proposal must be typed in MLA format, and needs to integrate information from at least three of your sources, integrate both direct quotes and paraphrased/summarized information. In addition, you must provide a properly formatted Works Cited.   Please review the rubric for this assignment for additional grading categories.  Use the outline provided below as a guide for your proposal.  As a general rule, each main topic should be discussed in at least one paragraph. You need to address ALL bullet points, but may go beyond what is listed for each section.  Remember, your research proposal must address all of the elements of the rhetorical situation:

· Purpose – What is the reason for this research?

· Author – Who is doing the research and why?

· Topic – What is the subject and why?

· Audience – Who wants to know the results?
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Outline

Intro to Topic
· Hook 
· Essential questions (related to problem)

· Thesis (this basically answers your essential questions)
Background and Current Situation (this is where you incorporate research/sources)
· Description of the problem, in detail
· Events/causes that contributed to the problem
· How did people react

· How people have tried to solve/help the problem

(ex. organizations, individuals, etc.)
· Effects of doing nothing about the problem (if info is not in your sources, make inferences or speculations about the effects)
Speculate a Research Plan
· Essential questions to complete proposal, annotated bibliography and proposal argument (such as gaps in research – for example, counterargument)
· Describe how you will find the remainder of your sources, including an interview
· Sources need to be specific (again, where do you have gaps, what do you still need to know)

Evaluate/Reflect
· What is your comfort level with the information? (content)

· What is your comfort level with the process?

· How can the teacher help you? (Where do you feel you need more guidance/instruction?)
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